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DEPAH.TMENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION 

Adopting, Amending, and Repealing Rules 

Pursuant to authority vested in the State Superintendent of Public Instruction by 
Chapter 227, Wisconsin Statutes, and Section 121.02(2), Wisconsin Statutes, as 
recreated by Chapter 90, Laws of 1973, and as amended by Section 164, Chapter 333, 
Laws of 1973, she hereby repeals, amends and adopts rules as follows: 

That PI 8,01 121.02 SCHOOL DISTRICT STANDARDS is created to read: 

(1) In order to be eligible for state aids under s. 121.07, a school district shall 
meet the following standards under criteria established by the Department of Public 
Instruction in compliance withs. 121.02(2): 

(2) To assure that the children of Wisconsin will have available an educational 
prograhl meeting statutory standards and pursuant to s. 121.02 of the Wisconsin 
Statutes, the Department of Public Instruction establishes the following criteria: 

(a) Each school district board shall certify annually that every teacher, super­
visor, administrator, and other professional staff member has been issued 
a valid certificate, license or permit by the Department for the position 
for which he/she is employed before entering on duties for such position 
and that a copy of the valid certificate, license, or permit is on file in 
the district. 

(b) Each school district board shall certify annually that every teacher is paid 
at least the minimum salary and granted the sick leave specified in s. 121.17 
and th~t the district complies with ss. 42.39 to 42.43, 118.01, 118.02, 
118.07(2) and 120.13(14) of the Wisconsin Statutes. 

(c) Each school district board shall establish a procedure by which its teachers, 
supervisors, administrators, and other professional staff members formulate a 
long-range inservice plan and operate an annual inservice program for all 
professional staff members. The plan and program shall be directed toward 
meeting the cooperatively identified needs of the school district and of 
individual staff members. 

(d) Each school district shall identify and diagnose underachieving students in 
reading in grades K-3 (kindergarten through third). Such identification and 
diagnosis shall be directed or performed by Department certificated personnel 
who have earned at least six semester credits in courses dealing with the 
measurement of reading skills and achievement and/or the diagnosis of reading 
difficulties. Children with such identified and diagnosed reading deficiencies 
shall receive instruction and services directed toward the removal of the 
deficiencies. Such instruction and services shall be coordinated with all 
other reading instruction. 

(e) Each school district shall operate a kindergarten program in which all five 
year old children of the district may be enrolled. The teachers shall be 
certificated by the Department to teach kindergarten. Physical facilities, 
equipment and materials shall be provided for a program which includes oppor­
tunities for learning basic concepts and skills in language arts, fine arts, 
social studies, science, mathematics, and physical education. 

(f) Each school district shall operate or be part of a cooperative or otherwise 
make provision for education programs for children with exceptional needs as 
stipulated in Chapter 89, Laws of 1973, pursuant to the administrative rules 
developed by the Department. 
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(g) Guidance and counseling services shall be provided for all students. The 
district shall have on file written evidence that its guidance and counseling 
program is systematically planned and directed by Department certificated 
guidance and counseling personnel. Guidance and counseling activities in 
grades 7-12 shall be performed by Department certificated guidance and counsel­
ing personnel. Supervision and direction of guidance and counseling activities 
in grades K-6 shall be provided by Department certificated guidance and 
counseling personnel. The program of guidance and counseling shall include 
providing vocational, educational, and personal-social information; pupil 
appraisal; placement; referral, research; and follow-up activities. 

(h) The hours of a regular full school day for each school in the district shall be 
established by written school board policy. School shall be held and students 
shall receive actual instruction for the equivalent of at least 180 such regular 
full school days. School days on which school is not taught as stipulated in 
s. 115.0l(lO)(a) and inservice days· shall be in addition to the 180 days of 
actual instruction as herein required. 

(i) Emergency nursing service shall be provided under the direction of a nurse(s) 
registered in Wisconsin. Arrangements shall be made with a physician to serve 

· as medical advisor for the emergency nursing service. Written policies for 
emergency nursing services shall be established. These policies shall include 
procedures for dealing with accidental injury, illness, and medication at all 
school sponsored activities. An annual review shall be made of the emergency 
nursing services. Emergency nursing services shall be available during the 
regular school day including curricular and co-curricular activities of 
pupils. Equipment and supplies for the emergency nursing services shall be 
readily accessible. 

(j) All students in grades K-6 shall be provided with library/media services per­
formed by or under the supervision of Department certificated library and 
audiovisual personnel. All students in grades 7-12 shall be provided with 
library/media services performed by Department certificated library and 
audiovisual personnel. A Department certificated person in the library/media 
field shall be designated to provide direction and coordination for the 
district's library/media program. All students shall be provided access to 
a current, balanced collection of books, basic reference materials, texts, 
periodicals, and audiovisual materials, which depicts in an accurate and 
unbiased way the cultural diversity and pluralistic nature of American society. 
There shall be on file a written school board approved long-range plan for 
library services development formulated by students, teachers, library and 
audiovisual personnel, and administrators. This plan shall point the direction 
toward programs described in the current Standards For School Library/Media 
Programs published by the Department. 

(k) A long-range plan shall be developed, adopted, and recorded by the school 
board which defines the patterns and schedule for bringing the district oper­
ated facilities to the level of the standards established for safe and healthful 
facilities. The school board shall comply with all regulations, state codes, 
and orders of the Department of Industry, Labor and Human Relations and the 
Department of Health and Social Services and all applicable local safety and 
health codes and regulations. The facilities shall be inspected at least 
annually for potential or demonstrated hazards to safety and health, and 
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hazardous conditions shall be corrected, compensating devices installed or 
special arrangements made to provide for safe and healthful facilities. 
Maintenance procedures and custodial services shall be conducted in such a 
manner that the safety and health of persons using the facilities are pro­
tected. Responsibility for coordinating all activities related to the safety 
and health considerations of the facilities for the entire district shall be 
assigned to one individual. 

(1) 1. Health instruction shall be provided in accordance with a written compre­
hensive health education curriculum which includes the curricular areas 
defined in ss. 115.35 and 118.01(2) of the Wisconsin Statutes. A 
professional staff member shall be designated as coordinator of health 
education. Health education in grades K-6 shall be under the supervision 
of a Department certificated health teacher. In grades 7-12 health educa­
tion shall be conducted by or under the supervision of a Department 
certificated health teacher and shall include one ~tructured course in 
health taught by a Department certificated health teacher. 

2. Physical education instruction shall be provided in accordance with a 
developmental, sequential, comprehensive physical education curriculum 
and program of instruction for all students. Instruction in grades K-6 
shall be daily* and shall be conducted by or under the supervision of a 
Department certificated physical education teacher. All students in 
grades 7-12 shall participate in the instructional program of physical 
education taught by a Department certificated physical education teacher 
except that in senior high schools which offer programs based on Lifetime 
Sports one year or the equivalent may be optional. ("~Days on which special 
activities are conducted may be exempt.) 

3. Art instruction shall be provided in accordance with a written compre­
hensive art curriculum which is based upon concepts developed through 
sensory awareness, aesthetic discrimination and skill development in the 
creation of art and the knowledge of human art heritage. Art instruction 
shall be provided for all students in grades K-6 and shall be performed 
by or under the supervision of a Department certificated art teacher. 
Art instruction shall be available to all students in grades 7-12 and 
shall be taught by a Department certificated art teacher. 

4. Music instruction shall be provided in accordance with a written compre­
hensive music curriculum including developmental experiences involving 
singing, playing instruments, listening, movement, creative expression 
and music reading. Music instruction shall be provided for all students 
in grades K-6 and shall be performed by or under the supervision of a 
Department certificated music teacher. Music instruction including 
general music, vocal music and instrumental music shall be available to 
all students in grades 7-12 and shall be taught by a Department certifi­
cated music teacher. 

(m) A school district operating only grades K-8 or grades 9-12 shall annually 
certify·and levy a tax at a rate of at least three mills. A school district 
operating grades K-12 shall annually certify and levy a tax at a rate of at 
least five mills. 


