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INTRODUCTION

Purpose and Structure

The Leg is l a tur e, by s 35 .93 and ch . 227 , Stat s ., di rected
the publi cation of' th e rules of executive agencies having rule-
making autho rity in a loose-leaf, continual revision sys tem
known as the Wi scon sin Adminis trati ve Co de . The Code i s
kept c urr ent by means of new and replace ment pages . The
pages are i ss ued m onthly, toge ther with no tices of hearin gs,
no tices o f pr opose d rul es, noti ces of e m er gency rules, in struc -
tions for insertion of new materia l, and other info rm a tion re l a t-
ing to admini s tr ative rules and the a dmini strative rulemakin g
pr ocess . This service is called th e Wi sconsin Adminis trati ve
Regi ster, andcomes to the subscriber ne ar th e middle and at the
end of each m onth . Code pagesar e i ss ued to subsc rib ers only
with the end of th e month Registec. The e diting and publi shing
of the R eg is t er and C ode is d one by the R ev i sor of Statutes
Bure au, Suite 800, 1 3 1 W . Wil son St ., Madi son , Wi scon sin ,
53703 E-mail-gary . p oulson @ legi s .state.wi .u s Telepho n e
(608-266-7275) .

Availability

The complete code and the upkeep se r vice are di s tribut e d
to th e county law libraries ; to the libraries o f the University o f
Wi sco n sin Law School an d M arqu e tte Unive rs ityLaw Sc hool ;
t o th e State Hi s to ri cal Soci ety ; t o the Legi s lative Ref e rence
Bureau and to the State Law Librar y, and to certain desi g nate d
publi c libr aries thro ugh o ut the stat e .

The sale and distribution of' the printed Reg ist er, Code and
of it s parts i s handled b y Departmentof Adminis trati on, Docu -
m ent Sales, P.O . Box 7840, Madi so n , Wi scons in 53707
(608-266-3358 informatio n) ( 1-800-362-7253 or 608
264-9419 char ge card o rd ers) .

The e ntire Code and Regis t e rs fro m .January, 1996 , c an b e
#ound on the Wi sLaw ® CD-ROM . End-user lic ense and sub -
scription o rder form s are av ailable f'r om Document Sal es and
Di stribution.

The Code and R egis t e r can also be fo und on the intern et at
ww w.leg is, stat e, wi , us/is b

Arrangement and Table of Content s

The C o d e is arrange d in the compl e t e set alphab etically b y
age nc y. Certain descriptor s s uch as "Department" and "Wi s-
consin" are ignored for arrangement purposes . Several agen-
c ies further subdi v ide th eir rules e ith er by program e .g .
Department of Commerce - Plumbing or by di v i sion within
th e agency e .g . Department o f ' He alth & Family S e rvi ces -
Hea lth , ch s HFS 110- These Co des are arran ged in numerical
order w ithin the appropriate alphabetical arrangement for th e
agency .

Each agen cy ado pts a pre f ix to id e ntify th eir rules . For
example, the Depart ment o f Natural Reso urces uses "NR"
before each c ha pt er numbe r.

E ac h C o d e with more than on e chapter will have a t a ble of
chapt e rs . A f ter th e title of each chapter will be the page num -
b eis on which the chapter begins Each c h apte r will have a
t a ble of sec ti o n s .

History Notes

Each page of th e Code as it was o riginally fi led and printed
pursu ant t o the 1955 legi s l ation , had a date line " 1 -2-56 " A
rule which i s rev i se d or c re ate d s ub se quent to the o riginal
printing date is followed by a hi sto ry not e indi c ating the date
and number o f the Register in which it was publi s hed and the
date o n which the revision or c r eat ion o f 'th e rule became e ffec,
tive . Additi o n s to a secti on 's hi st or y not e will b e s hown in bold
face when those affected co de sec ti ons are first re leased. The
absence of a hi s tory note at the end of' a secti on indicates that
the rule ha s remained unchange d since the original printing in
1 956. The date line at the bo tt o m of th e pa ge indicates the
month in which the page was re leased, but doesnot necessarily
mean a subs tantive change has occurred o n that page S ome
co mmon abbrev iations used in th e history no tes ar e: c r -
create d , am . _ amend , c .. -repeal, r ecr. -recreate, renum . -renum -
b e r, e ff '. -e ffective and emerg. -e merge n cy.

In some ins tances an entire chapter has b een re p ealed and
r e created or renumbered subse quent to the original printing
date . When thi s occurs a not e has b ee n pla ced at th e be g inning
of thechapter after the table of sec ti ons to contai n this informa -
ti on . A se parate histor y note app ears a fter each section indi c at -
ing the date when the rev i sion or c reation became e ffec ti ve .

Emergency Rules

The Leg islatur e has granted s tate agen c i es the authority to
enac t rules w ith o ut u sing th e normal rule-making pr ocess by
publi shin g those rules in the o ffi c ial state newspaper To jus-
tify the u se o f the emergency rule process, an agency mus t fi nd
that th e prese r vation of the public peace, health , safety or we l-
fare will be,jeopardized without th e emergenc y rul e . Reader s
should rev iew the current Wi scons in Admini strativ e Reg i st e r
to see i f a particular publi shed rule i s al so affected by an eme r-
gency xule . Mos t emerg e n c y rules are eventually adopted as
permanent rules and publis hed in th e Code .

Index

The index for the comple te Wi scons in Adminis trati ve
Code will b e found in the la st vo lume of the complete set. It
will be r ecompile d , reprinted and di stributed at l east 3 tim es a
year . Som e Codes have a separat e index prepared by the
agency invo lved . Agency prepared indexes tend to be m ore
compre he n sive than the gene ral index prepared by the Revisor
of Statutes, See the Uniform Dwe lling Code (chs . Co mm
2 0-25) and the Building and Heating Code (chs . Co mm
50-64 ) as examples .
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