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Secrelary 

STATE OF WISCONSIN 

DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES 
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BOX 7921 
MADISON, WISCONSIN 53707 

IN REPLY REFER TO: ___ _ 

TO ALL TO WHOM THESE PRESENTS SHALL COME, GREETINGS: 

I, Carro11 D. Besadny, Seeretary of the Department of Natural Resourees 

and eustodian of the offieia1 reeords of said Department, do hereby eertify 

that the annexed eopy of Natural Resourees Board Order No. F-22-81 was du1y 

approved and adopted by this Department on August 26, 1981 and January 27, 

1982. I further .eertify that said eopy has been eompared by me with the. 

origina1 on fi1e in this Department and that the same is a true eopy thereof, 

and of the whole of such origina1. 

(SEAL) \'/ ) (\ ,:i 

IN TESTIMONY·WHEREOF, I have 
hereunto set my hand and affixed 
the offieia1 seal of the Depart­
ment at General Exeeutive Faei1ity 
#2 in the City of Madison, this 

I \ .\~ day of February, 1982. 



ORDER OF THE STATE OF WISCONSIN NATURAL RESOURC 
REPEALING AND RECREATING RULES 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
IN THE MATTER of repealing and recreating 
Chapter NR 22 of the Wisconsin 
Administrative Code pertaining to 
Wisconsin-Iowa boundary waters fishing 
regulations-

Analysis Prepared by Department of Natural Resources 

Chapter NR 22 defines the commercial, sport and minnow fishery; commercial 
fishing gear; and sale of commercial and rough fish in the Wisconsin-Iowa 
boundary waters. Basically, the revisions are of a housekeeping nature and 
revise the rules to current standards. The chapter has been drafted in five 
parts for clarity. The major changes in the rule include: 

1. Increase the minimum size limit for catfish taken with commercial gear 
from 13 inches to 15 inches. 

2. Allow the sale of bullheads under 4 inches for bait. 

3. Reduce the daily sport bag limit on largemouth and smallmouth bass 
from 10 to 5 fish in aggregate. 

4. Provide for a continuous op en crayfish season. 

5. Require ice fishing permanent shelters be removed from the ice by 
February 20 instead of March 1 unless otherwise extended"by the Department. 

6. Increase the width of seines from 6 to 8 feet f1at measure for taking 
minnows. 

7. Increase the square or round frame dip net maximum size from 6 feet to 
8 feet when taking minnows. 

8. Authorize the use of east net s and crayfish scoops to harvest 
crayfish, minnows and insect larva. 

9. Permit a continuous season for set or bank pole fishing. 

10. Restrict the harvest of catfish taken with commercial seines to 100 
lbs. from the Saturday nearest October 1 to April 30. 

11. Restrict the use of basket traps (slat nets) to 50 nets per licensee 
or crew. 
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12. Estab1ish a size 1imit on snapping turt1es and restrict the use of no 
more than 40 traps per 1icensee. 

13. Agents of commercia1 crews mayonly be residents of Wisconsin. 

Pursuant to the authority vested in the State of Wisconsin Natural 

Resources Board by ss. 29.085, 29.174, 29.175 and 227.014, 

Stats., the State of Wisconsin Natural Resources Board hereby repeals and 

recreates ru1€s interpreting ss. 29.01, 29.085, 29.09, 29.135, 29.16,29.174, 

29.175,29.283,29.30,29.336,29.34,29.343,29.37 and 29.48, Stats., as 

follows: 

SECTION 1 - Chapter NR 22 is repea1ed and recreated to read: 

lowa-Wisconsin Boundary Waters 

NR 22.01 Purpose 
NR 22.02 Definitions 

Subchapter 1 SPORT FISHING 

NR 22.03 Reciprocity, sport fishing or spearing and dip netting 
NR 22.04 Sport fishing: seasons and 1imits 
NR 22.05 Sale of fish 
NR 22.06 Sport fishing 
NR 22.07 Ice fishing shelters 

Subchapter 2 MINNOWS 

NR 22.08 Minnow net s and traps 
NR 22.09 Carp as bait 

Subchapter 3 COMMERCIAl FISHING 

NR 22.10 Boundary, commercial f;shing 
NR 22.11 Commercia1 fishing 
NR 22.12 CommerciaLfishing gear 



Subchapter 4 TURTLES AND TORTOISES 

NR 22.13 Turt1es and tortoises 

Subchapter 5 GENERAL PROVISIONS 

NR 22.14 Transportation 

-3-

NR 22.15 Taking of fish by and for the dePrartment 
NR 22.16 Conf1icting ru1es 
NR 22.17 Severabi1ity 

NR 22.01 PURPOSE. (1) This chapter, a10ng with other app1icab1e ru1es 

and statutes, re~ulates fishing in the Wisconsin-Iowa boundary waters •. 

(2) The ru1es contained in this chapter are not intended, nor do they 

authorize introducing into interstate commerce for purposes of human 

consumption or use, fish taken from the Wisconsin-Iowa boundary waters which 

fai1 to meet or comp1y with food and drug administration (FDA) standards. 

NR 22.02 DEFINITIONS. Except as otherwise specifica11y defined in the 

statutes, the following t~rms, for the purpose of this chapter, are defined as 

foll ows: 

(1) "C1osed season" means that period of the year not inc1uded in the 

open season for each species of fish as provided in this chapter. 

(2) "Commercia1 fish" means species of rough fish as defined in this 

chapter, shove1nose (hack1eback) sturgeon 25 inches and over in 1ength, 

catfish 15 inches or over in 1ength and bu11heads having a minimum length of 7 

inches dressed with head off and tai1 on or 9 inches in the round when taken 

with commercia1 fishing gear under a commercia1 fishing 1icense. 

(3) "Commercia1 fishing gear" or "commercia1 gear" means that equipment 

specifica11y authorized for use in commercia1 fishing by this chapter. 
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(4) "Commercial fishing licenses" means those licenses issued under ss. 

29.34, 29.343, 29.36 and 29.37, Stats., authorizing cpmmercial fish harvests. 

(5) "Dressed fish" means fish with the head and viscera removed but the 

tailon. 

(6) "Fisher" means any person engaged in fishing. 

(7) "Length of fish" means unless otherwise specified, that distance 

measured in a straight line from the tip of the snout to the outermost end of 

the tail or caudal fin fully extended. 

(8) "Minnows" mean all species defined as such in s. 29.01(3)(a), 

Stats., and bullheads not exceeding 4 inches in length. 

(9) "Possession 1 imit" means double the daily bag 1 imit. 

(10) "Rough fish" means all species defined as such in s. 29.0l(3)(a), 

Stats., including grass carp which is also known as amur carp 

(Ctenopharyngodon idella). 

(11) "Sport fishing" means any fishing, including the methods commonlj 

known as hook and line fishing or angling conducted without a commercial 

fishing license and with other than commercial fishing gear. 

(12) "Stretch measure" means the extension measure of net mesh size 

whenever the size of mesh of a net is specified and is the distance between 

the extreme angles of any single mesh with the mesh fully stretche9. Such 

measurements shall apply to all nets except basket traps or slat nets. 

(13) "Supervi~.orll means any nepartment employee assigned or designated 

to oversee fishing activities condllcted under this chapter. 
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(14) "Wi scons i n-Iowa boundary waters II means all waters from the 

burlington northern railroad tracks on the east side of the Mississippi ·river 

extending west from the railroad tracks to that part of the river following 

the boundaries between the states of Wisconsin and Iowa. 

SUBCHAPTER I SPORT FISHING 

NR 22.03 RECIPROCITY: SPORT FISHING OR SPEARING AND DIP NETTING. Any 

person holding a hook and line fishing license issued by either Iowa or 

Wisconsin may fish in waters of the Mississippi river lying between the 

Chicago, Milwaukee and St. Paul railroad tracks on the Iowa side of the river, 

and the burlington northern railroad tracks lying on the Wisconsin side of the 

river, including all sloughs and backwaters, bays and newly extended water 

areas connected with the main channel of the Mississippi river by a channel 

which is navigable when the waters are approximately equal to the normal pool 

elevation as created by the U.S. army eorps of engineers. This reeiproeity 

applies only to hook and line fishing, spearing, dip netting, and the taking 

of minnows and crayfish for sueh fishing. Spearing and dip netting are 

prohibited within 200 feet of any U.S. army corps of engineers loeks and 

dams. Residents of either Wiseonsin or Iowa may not fish in these boundary 

waters when the angler's state of resideney lieense has been revoked. 
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NR 22.04 SPORT FISHING: SEASONS A~D LIMITS. All regu1ations app1icab1e 

to sport fishing are as fo11ows un1ess express1y provided e1sewhere in this 

ch apter. 

Kind of fish 
and 1 oca 1 ity 

(1) Largernouth and srna11rnouth 
bass 

(2) Wa11eye and sauger 

(3) Northern pike 

(4)- White bass and ye110w bass 

(5) Crappie, rock bass, 
purnpkinseed (sunfish), 
bluegi11 and perch 

(6) Catfish 

(7) Bullhead 

(8) Hack1eback (sand or 
shove1nose) 

(9) Lake sturgeon 

(10) Padd1efish (spoonbi11 
catfish) 

(11) Rough fish 

(12) Crayfish 

(13) Other species 

Open 
seastJn 

Continuous 

Continuous 

Contiruous 

Continuous 

Continuous 

Continuous 

Cont i nuous 

Cortinuous 

No open season 

No open season 

Continuous 

Continuous 

Oai ly bag 
1 irnit 

5 i n 
aggregate 

10 i n 
aggregate 

5 

No bag 1irnit 

No bag 1irnit 

No bag 1irnit 

No bag 1 i mit 

No bag 1 i mit 

No bag 1 i mit 

No bag 1 i mit 

Minirnurn 
1ength 
inches 

No size 
1 i mit 

No size 
1 i mit 

No size 
1 irnit 

No size 
1irnit 

No size 
1 i mit 

No size 
1 irni t 

No size 
1 irnit 

No size 
lirnit 

No size 
1 irni t 

No size 
lirnit 

Inland regu1ations of adjoining counties as 
contained in ch. NR 20, Wis. Adm. Code, 
apply. 

(14) A person may possess or contro1 only the daily bag 1 irnit while 

fishing on the ice or waters of the Wisconsin-Iowa boundary waters. 
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(15) A person may possess or contral the possession limit when not on 

the waters or ice during the open season for eaeh speeies. 

NR 22.05 SALE OF FISH. (1) Only raugh fish legally taken during the 

open season by hook and line, spear or baw and arrow may be sold, purehased, 

bartered or offered for sale. 

(2) A wholesaJe fish dealer's lieense is required if the fish are sold 

to any person other than the final consumer. 

NR 22.06 SPORT FISHING. (1) Exeept as otherwise expressly provided, only 

the following methods or manners of fishing shall be 1awful. Any person may: 

(a) Fish for fish with no more than 2 hooks, baits or 1ures in open 

water or 3 hooks, baits or 1ures while fishing through the ice. 

(b) 'Use dip net s 3 feet or 1ess in diameter and a gaff only for the 

purpose of landing fish legally hooked. However, such dip nets may be used to 

remove distressed fish in winterkill waters in those areas and at those times 

designated by the department by posting. 

(e) Take, eatch, kill or fish for fish by means of trolling from a 

motor-driven boat, sailboat or other boats. 

(d) Take rough fish by means of a spear, bow and arrow or dip nets not 

to exeeed 24 inches in diameter or square from sunrise to sunset only. 

(e) Fish with a line or .lines only while they are attended. 

(2) Any fish taken by snagging or foul hooking shall be immediately 

returned to the water. 
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(3) Any fish taken and retained ih possession that is not released 

freely into the water immediately after capture shall be considered part of 

the fisher's bag limit and may not b~ released after such possession. 

(4) No spear, spring gaff or bvw and arrow may be possessed in an ice 

fishing shelter during the ice fishing season. 

NR 22.07 ICEFISHING SHELTERS. Buildings, vehicles, tents, fish 

shanties or similar enclosures may be used on the ice for fishing purposes on 

the Mississippi river from the time the ice forms; provided, 

however, that all such enclosures or shelters shall be removed from the ice on 

or before February 20 of each year unless otherwise extended by the 

department. The door of any enclosure or shelter shall be equipped with a 

latch which will permit the door to be readily opened from the outside at all 

times while the enclosure or shelter is occupied. The name and residential 

address of the person owning such enclosure or shelter shall be painted or 

permanently affixed in the English language on the outside of the structure 

with lettering a minimum of one inch square. Residents of Wisconsin or Iowa 

angling from a fish shelter shall comply with the law of their respective 

states relative to licensing and identification of fish shelters. Residents 

of states other than Wisconsin or Iowa who hold a nonresident fishing license 

from either state must comply with the law of the issuing state relative to 

the licensing and identification of fish shelters. 



-9-

SUBCHAPT~R 2 MINNOWS 

NR 22.08 MINNOW NETS AND TRAPS. Only those minnow seines, minnow dip 

nets, cast nets, minnow traps or crayfish scoops described below and operated 

in the manner specified may be used for taking of minnows. 

Type 
of gear 

(1) Seine 

(2) Di P net 

(3) Traps 

Period 
may be used Specifications 

All year· Seines may not exceed 
50 feet in lengthand 
8 feet in width flat 
measure and may not 
contain mesh which 
exceeds one-half inch 
stretch measure. 

All year Dip nets shall consist 
of a square or round 
fr arne not to exceed 8 
feet in diameter or 
square with netting 
suspended from it which 
when lifted makes a bag 
not to exceed 4 feet deep. 

All year Traps may not exceed 24 
inches in length and 16 
inches in diameter with 
an opening in the throat 
of the trap no larger 
than one and one-half 
inches in diameter. 

Restrictions 

None 

Dip nets mayonly be 
used by the method 
of raising or 
lowering them in 
vertical direction. 

Traps shall have a 
label or tag 
securely attached 
bearing the name 
of owner in the 
English language. 

Traps must be 
raised and the 
minnows removed at 
least once a day 
between one hour 
before sunrise and 
one hour after 
sunset. 



Type 
of gear 

(4) Cast net 

(5) Crayfish 
scoop 

Period 
may be used 

All year 

All year 
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Specifications 

Cast nets may not 
exceed 7 feet in 
aiameter or mesh of 
more than one-half 
inch stretch measure. 

A metal frame covered 
with hardware cloth 
not to exceed 4 feet 
in length, 2 feet in 
width and 18 inches in 
depth. A handle of any 
length may be attached. 

Restrictions 

May be used to 
harvest crayfish, 
minnows and insect 
larva only. 

NR 22.09 CARP AS BAIT. live carp taken and possessed for the purpose 

bait shall only De transported by boat while in possession on Wisconsin-Iowa 

boundary waters and by vehicle on and including state highway 35 and roads 

west from Victory, Vernon county, south to the Wisconsin-Illinois state line. 

SUBCHAPTER 3 COMMERCIAl FISHING 

NR 22.10 BOUNDARY, COMMERCIAl FISHING. For the purpose of fishing under 

a commercial fishing license, taking turtles or tortoises, or clamming, the 

Wisconsin-Iowa boundary waters are as defined in s. NR 22.02(14). 

NR 22.11 COMMERCIAl FISHING. All commercial fishing in the 

Wisconsin-Iowa boundary waters shall be conducted in accordance with this 

chapter, all other applicable statutes and rules, including the following: 

(1) All game fish taken with any net, setline or other commercial gear 

shall be immediately returne'd to the water as soon as they appear in the 

operation. 
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(2) All 1icensed commercia1 fishers sha11 obtain a 1icense issued under 

ss. 29.34, 29.343 or 29.37, Stats., before conducting commercia1 fishing 

operations. Agents of th~ 1icensee must be residents of Wisconsin. 

(3) Measurements of mesh size is by stretch measure. Such measurements 

app1y to net meshes when in use and no a110wance wil1 be made for the 

shrinkage due to any cause. 

(4) There are no bag limits for any commercia1 species other than 

express1y provided in this chapter. 

(5) There are no size limits for any commercia1 fish other than are 

expressly provided in this chapter. 

(6) Improper1y p1aced or tagged commercia1 fishing gear is considered 

contraband and wi11 be seized and he1d subject to orner of the court. 

(7) Nets of any kind, set1ines, set or bank poles "may not be set, 

lifted, hauled or operated in any manner between one ha1f hour after sunset 

and one hour beforesunrise of the following day, except for the purpose of 

completing aseine haul with prior permission from the department nor shall 

any net be used in drifting manner other than expressly provided in this 

chapter. 

(8) A licensed commercial fisher or any member of the crew or any 

person in or on the boat may not have in possession an) game fish while 

operating licensed commercial gear or when traveling to or from the operation 

of such gear while on the waters. 

(9) Commercial fishing gear not authorized for use in the 

.Wisconsin-Io\~a boundary waters by this chapter may not be in possession or 

under control while on those waters. 
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(10) All fisherslicensed under the provisions of ss. 29.34 and 29.37, 

Stats., shall complete and submit monthly report s on forms available from the 
"'\ 

department. All report s sha11 be submitted by the 10th of the month following 

each month fished. 

(11) Rough fish taken by commercial gear may not be returned to the 

waters but sha11 be lawfu11y disposed of. 

(12) Commercial fish taken by commercia1 gear under this chapter may be 

sold by the commercia1 fisher. 

(13) Metal identification tags will be furnished by the department at a 

cost of 25t per tag, unless they arefor a bUffalo, frame, slat or trammel net 

where the cost is 50t per tag. 

(14) Commercia1 gear may not be used or operated at any time within 900 

feet below any U.S. army corps of engineers lock or dam on the Mississippi 

river. 

(15) The department or its agents may require any operator of any 

commercial fishing gear to cease th~ fishing operations when the department 

finds these operations are destructive to game fish or they will endanger any 

other species of wildlife. 

(16) The department by its agents, employees or wardens may in the 

absence of the 1icensee, at any time, raise any commercial fishing gear. Care 

will be taken to minimize damage to such gear. 

(17) The use or operation of all commercial gear except those authorized 

in this chapter is prohibited in ·the Wisconsin-Iowa boundary waters with th~ 

exception of such nets operated under contract with the department. 

(18) Exceptwhere otherwiseexpressly provided, turtles and tortoi~es 

taken incidental to 1 icense commercial fishing operations may be possessed and 

sold. 

. ( 
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NR 22.12 COMMERelAL FlSHlNG GEAR. Only commercial fishing gear as 

described and operated in the manner prescribed below may be used by 

commercial fishers in the Wisconsin-lowa boundary waters. 

Type of gear 

(1) Setline 

Period of year 
may be used 
dates inclusive 

A 11 year 

Specifications 

Each licensee is 
limited to 8 setlines 
with not to exceed 
a total of 50 hooks 
on each line or 4 
setlines with not to 
exceed 100 hooks on 
each line, either 
not to exceed a 
total of 400 hooks in 
the aggregate. 

Restrictions 

Frogs or game 
fish, or any part 
of, whether dead 
or alive, may not 
be used as bait 
in the 
Mississippi 
river. 

Lines shall be 
equipped with a 
metal tag 
stamped to 
designate the 
number of the 
ltcense covering 
it attached to a 
buoy or stake at 
one end of the 
setline so it 
will be visible 
above the 
surface of the 
water. 

At one end of 
every licensed 
setline there 
shall be placed 
and maintained a 
white flag, not 
less than 16 
inches square, 
wi th the upper 
end of the shaft 
extending at 

--least 2 feet 
above the water 
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Type of gear Period of year Specifications Restrictions 
may be used 
dates inc1usive 

and numbered 
with fi gures at 
1east 3 inches 
in height 
corresponding 
with the number 
of the 1icense 
authorizing the 
use of such 
set 1 i ne. It 
shall be 1 awful 
to use buoys in 
1ieu of f1ags 
providing that 
same are 
numbered with 
figures at 1east 
3 inches in 
height 
corresponding 
with the number 
of the 1icense 
authorizing the 
use of such 
set1ines. 

Li nes must be 
1 ifted and fi sh 
removed at 1east 
once each day 
fo 11 owing the 
day set un1ess a 
10nger period is 
granted by the 
department or 
its agents. 

Additiona1 
restrictions are 
contained in-
s. NR 22. 11 • 

I (2) Set or All year rJot to exceed 5 Frogs or game 
bank po1es . set or bank poles. fish, or any'part 

of, whether dead,' 
or alive, may not 
be used as ba it 
in the 
Mississippi ,0 

river. 
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Type of gear Peri od of year Specifications Restrictions 
may be used 
dates inc1usive 

Each set or bank 
pol e sha11 have 
secure1y 
attached a meta1 
tag stamped with 
the number of 
the 1icense 
covering the 

. pol e. 

Additiona1 
restricti ons are 
contained in 
s. NR 22.02(2). 

(3) Sei ne All year No size restriction Licensees may 
not take more 
than 100 1bs. 
p1us one fish of 
catfish per day, 
15 inches or 
over i n 1 ength 
from the 
Saturday nearest 
October 1 to 
Apri 1 30. 

Additiona1 
restrictions are 
contained in 
s. NR 22.11. 

(4) Gi 11 nets All year Only gi11 nets with Gi 11 nets may 
a mesh of 7 inches not be used as a 
stretch or 1 arger drag seine or 
used. drift net at any 

time. 

All gi 11 nets 
sha 11 be 1 ifted 
and emptied of 
fish at 1east 
once each day 
betwee n May 1 
and September 1, r 
at 1east once 
each 2-day 
period when set 
during the 



Type of gear Period of year 
may be used 
dates ;nc1us;ve 

(5) Buffa1~ net All year 

(6) Bait net All year 
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Specifications 

No size restriction. 

Any size mesh not over 
4 foot hoop front. 

Lead or 1eads not 
al1owed. 

Restrictions 

remaining open 
water period and 
at 1east ance 
eac h 4 day s whel') 
set under ice, 
unl ess a 1 anger 
peri od is. 
granted by the 
department or 
its agents. 

Additiona1 
restrictions are 
contained in· 
s. NR 22. 11 • 

Shall be rai sed 
and empti ed 
except for bait 
ance each 4-day 
period un1ess a . 
10nger period is 
granted by the 
department or 
; ts agents. 

Additional 
restrictions are 
contained in 
s. NR 22. 11 • 

.Sha11 be rai sed 
and emptied 
except for bait 
ance each 4-day 
peri ad un1 ess a 
10nger period is 
granted by the 
department or 
; ts agents. 

Additiona1 
restrictions are 
contained in 
s. NR 22.11. 



Type of gear 

(7) Frame net 

(8) Basket 
traps 
(Sl at 
nets) 

Peri od of year 
may be used 
dates inclusive 

Sept. 15 thru 
May 15 

Saturday 
nearest 
May 1 thru 
Det. 31 
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Specifications 

Any size mesh not to 
exceed 4 x 8foot 
front with a single 
1 ead. 

Not more than 6 feet 
in length and not more 
than 72 inches in 
circumference, over-all 
dimensions and with 
one end closed with 
webbing of a mesh 
not 1 ess than one and 
one-fourth inches bar 
or square measure. 
Such webbing shall be 
attached in such a 
manner that the length, 
depth or wi dth of each 
mesh is not decreased 

Restrictions 

Sha 11 be ra i sed 
and emptied once 
each 2-day period 
unless a longer 
period is 
authori zed by 
the department 
or its agents. 

Additional 
restri cti ons are 
contained in 
s. NR 22.11. 

Each net shall 
have attached a 
metal tag stamped 
to designate the 
ki nd of net and 
the number of the 
li cense. 

Restricted to the 
use of 50 net s 
per 1 i censee. 

All traps shall 
be 1 i fted at 
1 east once every 
2-day period, 
unless a longer 
period is 
granted by the 
department or 
its agents. 

Nets may not be 
set within 100 
feet of any 
muskrat or 
beaver house. 
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Type of gear 

(9) Trammel 
net 
(Drift) 

(l 0 )Tramme 1 
net 
(Drive 
set) 

Peri od of year 
may be used 
dates inclusive 

All year 

All year 
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Specifi cations 

Not more than 300 feet 
in length •. No mesh 
size restriction. 

Not more than 300 
feet in length with a 
mesh of 7 inches 
stretch or 1 argere 

Restrictions 

Any sl at net 
found in the 
waters duri ng 
the closed 
season· and any 
sl at net found 
on the Wisconsin 
banks or shores 
without a tag 
showing evidence 
of bei ng used i n 
the last 5 
months shall be 
sei zed and he 1 d 
subj ect to the 
order of the 
court or judge 
under ss. 29.05 
and 29.343, 
Stats. 

Additional 
restrictions are 
conta i ned i n 
s. NR 22.11. 

May be used in a 
dri fti ng manner 
only. 

Additional 
restrictions are 
contained in 
s. NR 22.11. 

Licensed 
commerci al 
fi sher or crew 
shall be in 
i n attendance 
when net is 
fished. 

The harvest of ... 
catfish with a­
dead set trammel . 
net is illega1. 

Additional 
restrictions are 
contained in 
s. NR 22.11. 
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SUBCHAPTER 4 TURTLES AND TORTOISES 

NR 22.13 TURTLES AND TORTOISES. All turtles taken with commercial gear 

or traps may be possessed and sol d only upon compl i ance wi th the foll owi ng 

conditions. 

(1) A small game license or commercial fishing license shal1 be 

possessed to take, possess or have under contro1 a turt1e or tortoise. 

(2) Snapping turt1es (Chelydra serpentina) with a dorsa1 surface of the 

carapace or she11 which measures 1ess than 10 inches in 1ength may not be 

possessed. 

(3) Turt1e t~aps constructed of webbing sha11 be of mesh size at 1east 

6 inches stretGh measure. Traps constructed of wire mesh shal1 have at 1east 

one square opening in the top pane1 measuring at 1east 4 inches on a side and 

one of the same dimensions near the bottom of each of the side pane1s. 

(4) Turtle traps may be set in shallow waters only; tops of traps must 

extend a minimum of 2 inches above the water surface. 

(5) Tu~tle traps sha1l be checked and tOrtlessha1l be removed at least 

one day following the day seto 

(6) No individual may operate more than 40 traps. 

(7) When in use, each turtle trap sha1l have the name of the owner 

attached or printed on the trap visib1e from above, bearing the address of the 

owner or operator. Such inscription sha11 be of dimensions no less than 2 1/2 

inches in length and 5/8 inches in width. 

(8) No person other than the operator or owner identified on the trap 

tag may tend or operate a turtle trap or remove a turtle from it. 
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SUBCHAPTER 5 GENERAL PROVISIONS 

NR 22.14 TRANSPORTATION. Any proper1y 1ieensed resident or nonresident 

ho1derof an ang1ing or eommere;al fishing lieense from the state of Iowa 

havinglawfully taken fish or turtles in the boundary waters deseribed in this 

ehapter during the open season may land on the Wiseonsin side of the boundary 

waters and personal ly transport fish to the state of Iowa by the most direet 

praetieab1e route. 

NR 22.15 TAKING OF FISH BY AND FOR THE DEPARTMENT. Nothing in this 

ehapter prohib;ts the department by eontract or otherwise from carrying out 

its management of the boundary waters as required by the law or department 

policy. 

NR 22.16 CONFLICTING RULES. Where there are differences in elements of 

the boundary waters regulations of· Iowa and Wisconsin, anglers and commerc;a1 

fishers shal1 comp1y with the regu1ations of the state in whose territoria1 

waters they are fishing. 

NR 22.17 SEVERABILITY. Shou1d any section or portion of this chapter be 

dee1ared inva1id or unconstitutional for any reason, the remainder of the 

chapter sha1l not be .affected thereby. 
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The foregoi ng rul es were approved and adopted by the State of Wi seonsi n 

Natural Resourees Board on August 26, 1981 and January 27, 1982. 

The rules eontained herein shal1 takeeffeet as provided in 

s. 227.026(1)(intro.), Stats. 

Da ted at Madi son, Wi seons i n ÜllMd "/) q 81-, , 
STATE OF WISCONSIN D PARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES 

(SEAL) 

By -~-. _ . ...;....:<....~--;~~a~r~;7'~~~, ~B"-~:-':s-=-a-:r.n::7Y+'---"-se:-:e:-::r:-=-eT"ta:-:r:-:-y:-----

,," 
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State of Wisconsin \ 

February 11, 1982 

Mr. Or1an L. Prestegard 
Reviaor of Statutes 
411 West 
C A P ITa L 

Dear Mr. Prestegard: 

DEPARTMENTOF NATURAL RESOURCES 
Csrroll D. 88sBdny 

Secl'8lsry 

BOX 7921 
MADISON, WISCONSIN 53707 

IN REPLY REFER TO: 1020 

Ene10sed are two eopies, ine1uding one eertified eopy, of State of Wiseonsin 
Natural Resourees Board Order No. F-22-81. These ru1es were reviewed by the 
Assemb1y Committee on Tourism and Reereation and the Senate Committee on 
Agrieu1ture and Natural Resourees pursuant to s. 227.018, Stats. Modifiea­
tions were made at the request of the Assemb1y Committee on Tourism and 
Reereation. 

You wi11 note thatthis order takes effeet following pub1ieation. The 
Department wou1d 1ike to have this ru1e effeetive April 1" 1982. 

Sineere1y, 

0L)(wcil 
C. D~8>dny \ 
Seeretary \ 

Ene. 


