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TO ALL TO WHOM THESE PRESENTS SHALL COME, GREETINGS: 

I, Donald E. Percy, Secretary of the Department of Health and Social 

Services and custodian of the official records of said department do hereby 

certify that the annexed rules relating to the examination and certification 

of soil testers were duly approved and adopted by this department on 

April 11, 1980. 

I further certify that said copy has been compared by me with the 

original on file in this department and that the same is a true copy 

thereof, and of the whole of such original. 

SEAL: 

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, I have hereunto 
set my hand and affixed the official 
seal of the department at the State 
Office Building, 1 W. Wilson S~ in 
the cit~ of Madison, this IJ day 
of At'''' I A. D. 1980. 

Donald~ff' 
Department of Health and Social Services 



ORDER OF THE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND SOCIAL SERVICES 

TO REPEAL AND RECREATE CHAPTER H 64, WISCONSIN ADMINISTRATIVE CODE 

Chapter H 64, Wisconsin Administrative Code, relates to the examination and 

certification of soil testers. 

Analysis prepared by the Department of Health and Social Services: 

The changes in the chapter are being made for the primary purpose 

of achieving clarification of the rules as initially prepared. 

In addition the composition of the examining council is revised to 

include two citizen members; the need for the department representative 

not being a certified soil tester has been eliminated since such 

requirement is no longer appropriate; fee schedule has been revised; 

and enforcement and disciplinary actions recommended by department 

legal staff included. The proposed revised and recreated chapter 

has been submitted to the presiding officers of each house of the 

legislature. 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN That pursuant to s. 145.045, Stats., and interpreting 

such section, and according to the procedure set forth in s. 227.02 (1) (e), Stats., 

the Department of Health and Social Services hereby adopts the following repealed 

and recreated administrative code chapter as follows: 



CHAPTER H 64 
WISCONSIN ADMINISTRATIVE CODE 

repealed and recreated to read: 

H 64.01 Applicability. The provisions of this chapter as authorized by 

s 145.045, Stats., shall apply to all persons engaged in the conducting and reporting 

of percolation tests, other tests required by appl icable rules of the Wis. Adm. Code 

and the evaluation of bore holes or soil exposures for the purpose of determining 

the suitability of soils on a parcel or parcels of land for the absorption of 

effluents from sewage treatment tanks into the soil. The tests and soil evaluations 

and reporting thereof on forms suppl ied by the department shall apply to individual 

parcels on which a private sewage disposal system is proposed for installation 

and to lands proposed for subdivision, not served by publ ic sewers. 

H 64.02 Definitions. (I) IIDepartment ll means the department of health and 

social services. 

(2) IIApproved ll means acceptable to the department. 

(3) "Certified soil tester" means a person satisfactorily passing the examination 

offered to achieve certification and possessing a current certificate. 

(4) "Lands proposed for subdivisi.on ll means those land divisions not served by 

public sewers, as defined in Ch. 236, Stats., and in any county land or subdivision 

control ordinance. 

H 64.03 Reports. Reports for individual parcels on which a private sewage 

disposal system is proposed for installation shall be filed with the department 

and appropriate local authority on all sites investigated within 30 days of 

completion of testing. 

H 64.04 Examining committee. (1) CREATION. The department shall appoint 

an examining committee. 
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(2) MEMBERSHIP. The committee shall consist of 7 members. One member 

shall be an employe of the department and shall serve as committee secretary. 

One member shall be a Wisconsin registered engineer, architect or designer; one 

shall be a Wisconsin registered land surveyor or sanitarian; one shall be a 

Wisconsin I icensed plumber having experience in the installation of private 

sewage disposal systems; one shal I be a person educated and experienced in the 

field of soil science; and 2 shall be publ ic members. All members except the 

2 public members shall be certified soil testers. The department shall appoint 

the members for terms of 3 years. 

(3) LIMITATION. Members, other than the secretary, shall not be appointed 

for more than 2 successive terms. 

(4) ORGANIZATION. The committee shall elect from its membership, not 

including the secretary, a chairperson and vice-chairperson. Such election shall 

be held at the first meeting of each calendar year. 

(5) DUTIES. It shall be the duty of the examining committee to select, 

organize, conduct and grade a written or written-field experience examination 

designed to determine the applicant's knowledge of soil testing and to advise the 

department on a continuing basis on program considerations. 

(6) MEETtNGS. At least one meeting of the examining committee shall be held 

each year. The committee shall hold such other meetings as deemed necessary to 

fulfill its responsibilities. Meetings shall be called by the committee secretary. 

(7) REIMBURSEMENT. Members of the examining committee shall be reimbursed by 

the department for their actual and necessary expenses incurred in the performance 

of their duties. 
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H 64.05 Appl ication and examination. (1) APPLICATION. Any person seeking 

certification as a soil tester shall submit a completed application for examination 

on the form or forms supplied by the department. A non-returnable fee of $25 shall 

accompany each appl ication that is submitted to the department. 

(2) EXAMINATION. All applicants shall be required to pass an examination 

conducted by the examining committee. Examinations shall be conducted at such 

frequency as the examining committee shall decide. 

(3) NOTICE OF EXAMINATION TO APPLICANTS. Notice of the time and place of 

examination shall be sent by the department by first class mail to those who have 

completed and approved applications on file. At least 2 weeks' notice of 

examination shall be given to applicants. Such notice shall be mailed to the 

address given on the application blank and shall be presented by the applicant to 

gain admittance to the examination room. It shall be the applicant's responsibility 

to inform the department of a change in address. Failure of an applicant to 

receive the examination notice due to a change in address shall not be the 

responsibil ity of the department. 

(4) NOTICE OF EXAMINAT[ON RESULTS. Each person taking the examination shall 

receive notice of his or her examination grade. This notice shall be sent by the 

department by first class mail to the address given on the application. 

H 64.06 Issuance of certificate. (1) SCORE AND FEE. A person receiving 

an examination grade of at least 80 of a possible score of 100 shall upon receipt 

of the appropriate fee by the department be issued a certificate stating that he 

or she is a "Certified Soil Tester." Certificates shall expire on June 30 of 

every other year commencing on July 1, 1980, unless duly renewed. 
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(2) APPEAL. Any applicant for certification may appeal from the examination 

findings of the examining committee by appearing in person before the committee. 

Request for appeal shall be filed in writing with the department within 30 days 

after the department mailed notification of the results of the examination. Unless 

appealed, any examination papers may be destroyed after the 30-day appeal period. 

(3) FEE AND ADJUSTMENTS. The biennial certification fee, commencing on 

July 1, 1980, shall be $50. Certification fees may be increased by the department in 

$5 increments every other year after fiscal year 1980-81 if necessary to support 

the program. The maximum fee shall be $80. 

H 64.07 Renewal of certificate; del inquency and reinstatement. Renewal of 

the certificate is required by July 1 of every other year commencing on July 1, 1980. 

Notice for the biennial renewal of certificate and the renewal appl ication shall be 

sent to all certified soil testers whose certificates were in force during the previous 

applicable certification period. Such notice and application shall be sent by 

the department by first class mail to the address given on the latest renewal 

appl ication on file unless written notice of another address has been given. Failure 

to receive the notice for renewal of certificate shall not be an excuse for failure 

to renew. If the renew~l application and appropriate fee under s H 64.05 (3), Wis. 

Adm. Code, are not postmarked by July 1 of the appropriate certification period, the 

certificate shall be revoked automatically. Within 24 months after revocation, the 

department shall reinstate a revoked certificate upon receipt of a completed 

certification renewal appl icatlon and payment of the appropriate renewal fee under 

s H 64.05 (3), Wis. Adm. Code, plus a late filing fee of $5. A certificate which 

has lapsed for a period of more than 24 months shall be reinstated by the department 

only after filing a new application, payment of the $25 examination fee, passing 

an examination and payment of the appropriate certification fee. 
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H 64.08 Revocation or suspension of certificate. (1) GENERAL. The department 

may conduct an investigation of any alledged violation of this chapter or Ch. H 65, 

Wis. Adm. Code or s H 62.20, Wis. Adm. Code. In accord with s 145.045 (2), Stats., 

the department may revoke or suspend the certificate of any soil tester after a 

formal hearing under Ch. 227, Stats., for the practice of any fraud or deceit in 

obtaining the certificate or any gross negligence, incompetence or misconduct in 

the practice of soil testing. 

(2) SUSPENSION. The period for suspension shall be determined by the hearing 

examiner and shall not exceed 2 years. A person whose certificate has been suspended 

shall have their certificate reinstated by fil ing a new application for certification 

and payment of the appropriate fee in accord with s H 64.07, Wis. Adm. Code. 

(3) REVOCATION. The period for revocation shall be determined by the hearing 

examiner and shall not exceed 5 years. A person whose certificate has been revoked 

shall be el igible for recertification only after that time set for revocation by 

departmental order has passed. A person whose certificate has been revoked shall 

have their certification reinstated only after submitting a completed appl ication 

for examination, payment of the examination fee, passing of the examination and 

payment of the certification fee in accord with ss H 64.05 and H 64.06, Wis. Adm. 

Code. 

The rules contained in this order shall take effect on the first day of the month 

following their publication in the Wisconsin Administrative Register as provided in 

s. 227.026 (1), Wis. Stats. 

Da ted: LJ-JI- 80 DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND SOCIAL SERVICES 

~Q 
Donald E. Percy 
Secretary 



State of Wisconsin \ D EPA R T MEN T 0 F H E A L T H & SOC I A L S E R V ICE S 

April 11, 1980 

Mr. Orlan Prestegard 
Revisor of Statutes 
411 West, State Capitol 
Madison, Wisconsin 53702 

Dear Mr. Prestegard: 

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY 
1 WEST WILSON STREET 

MADISON, WISCONSIN 53702 

As provided in section 227.023, Wis. Stats., there is hereby 
submitted a certified copy of Chapter H 64 relating to the 
examination and certification of soil testers, and a certified 
copy of Chapter H 80 relating to boat and on-shore sewage 
facilities. 

These rules are being submitted to the Secretary of State as 
required by section 227.023, Wis. Stats. 

Sincerely, 

~2r~ 
Donald E. percy~ 
SECRETARY 

Enclosure 


