
• 

N!\ 
State of W isconsin \ D EPA RT M E N T 0 F N A T U R A L R E SO U R e E S 

Anthony S. Ear! 
Secretary 

BOX 7921 
MADISON, WISCONSIN 53707 

STATE OF WISCONSIN 

DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES 

) 
) 
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IN REPLY REFER TO: ____ _ 

ss 

TO ALL TO WHOM THESE PRESENTS SHALL COME, GREETINGS: 

I, Anthony S. Earl, Secretary of the Department of Natural Resourees 

and custodian of the official records of said Department, do hereby certify 

that the annexed copy of Natural Resourees Board Order No. X-54-79 was duly 

approved and adopted by this Department on October 24, 1979. I further 

eertify that said eopy has been compared by me with the original on file 

in this Department and that the same is a true eopy thereof, and of the 

whole of such original. 

(SEAL) 

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, I have 
hereunto set my hand and affixed 
the offieial seal of the Depart­
ment at General Exeeutive Facility 
#2 in the City of Madison, this 

l.s..!" day of Mareh, 1980. 

THIS IS 100% RECYCLED PAPER 



ORDER OF THE STATE OF HISCONSIN NATURAL RESOURCES BOARD 

............................................. 
IN THE ~~TTER of the creation of section 
NR 2.195 of the Hisconsin Administrative 
Code pertaining to public access to public 
records and information ............................................. 

X-54-79 

Analysis Prepared by Department of Natural Resourees 

NR 2.195, Wis. Adm. Code, restates the requirements of the statutes 
regarding public records of agencies and their avai1abi1ity. The records 
are avai1ab1e to all persons requesting to see them or obtain copies whether 
the requesting party is a private or municipa1 corporation, organization or 
other person. A reproduction cost wi11 be assessed to obtain copies of 10 
or more pages of public records. 

Pursuant to the authority vested in the State of Wisconsin Natural Resources 

Board by sections 13.56, 16.61, 19.21, 23.11, 227.014 and 227.02(1)(e), Wisconsin 

Statutes, the State of Wisconsin Natural Resourees Board hereby creates ru1es 

interpreting sections 16.61 and 19.21, Wisconsin Statutes, as fo110ws: 

SECTION 1 - Section NR 2.195 is created to read: 

NR 2.195 Public records and information. (1) It is vita1 that the public 

receive factua1 information on the affairs of state government through all forms 

of communication. Whether such information is requested by media representa-

tives or individua1 citizens, department emp10yes shou1d assist in securing 

facts necessary to a110w understanding of and participation in government and 

governroent agencies. 

(2) Authorization tö provide information. (a) All department employes are 

authorized to answer questions within their competency, whether these are asked 

by the public or by representatives of the news media. Emp10yes, in turn, are 

responsib1e for the factua1 accuracy of the information they provide. 
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(b) The follmling are the onlyexceptions to this "freedom-of-information" 

policy. Employes will not release information within the 6 stated exceptions 

without prior approval from the bureau of legal services. The exceptions are: 

1. Law enforcement, auditing or other investigational information that 

might prejudiee late'r eourt cases or quasi-judieial hearings; 

2. Comment on a ease before, during or after eourt or quasi-judieial 

hear~ngs prior to a deeision (exeept as a witness); 

3. Finaneial, medical, social or personal histories and diseiplinary data 

which may unduly damage reputations; 

4. Discussions of personalities in personnel actions or in training 

sessions for state employes; 

5. Informatian of a confidential nature that might inhibit private eom-

petitive rights, the investment of state funds or the state's bargaining power 

in acquisition and disposal of land and facilities; 

6. Informatian specifically excluded from public inspection by law. (See 

section NR 2.19, Wis. Adm. Code). 

(3) In cases where the district or bureau director are concerned that the 

public interest in withholding inspection outweighs the public interest in per-

mitting it, the file or requested informatian shall be provided to the secretary, 

deputy secretary or division administrator for review with the bureau of legal 

services and for determination. 

(4) District direetars are designated as custodians of department district 

records and files and are delegated the responsibility for them as weIl as the 

authority to provide copies or inspection as provided herein.· 

(5) Requests for copies. (a) Requests for copies of records and files must 

be complied with unIess the records fall within the aforementioned categories. 

The requestor shall pay the copying charge for 10 or more pages. For 9 or less 
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pages, there will be no charge. Copies shall be provided to the requestor 

within a reasonable period of time, but as soon as possible taking into eon­

sideratian other duties and assignments. 

(b) '~len arequest coneerns a large amount of eopy work (i.e., more than 

100 pages), the file and request may be sent to the eopying faeility at GEF #2. 

In such cases, the requestor must make an advanee payment of the eopying eharge 

and ~e inforrned that there will be a 10-day to 2-week processing period. The 

payment must accompany the copying request to the central offiee facility. 

(6) Meetings and information activities. (a) All formaI meetings of state 

ageneies and bodies, including advisory couneils, will be open to the communi­

cation media and to the public, exeept where the matters under discussion fall 

in the eategories listed in s. 19.85, Stats. 

(b) Department employes are authorized and eneouraged to participage in 

information aetivities eontributing to a better understanding of the funetions 

of state government, including radio and television programs, speeehes, group 

eontaets and magazine articIes. 

The foregoing rules were approved and adopted by the State of Wiseonsin 

Natural Resourees Board on October 24, 1979. 

The rules eontained herein shall take effeet upon pubIieation as provided 

in seetion 227.026, Wisconsin Statutes. 

Dated at Madison, Wiseonsin ___ ~~1'~ __ .~~~~~._~~~ __ ~15L;~~()~ __________ _ 

STATE OF WISCONSIN DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES 

(SEAL) 
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State of Wisconsin \ D EPA RT M E N T OF N AT U RA L R E SO U R e E S 

Mareh 4, 1980 

Mr. Orlan L. Prestegard 
Revisor of Statutes 
411 West 
C A P I TOL 

Dear Mr. Prestegard: 

Anthonv S. Earl 
Secretarv 

BOX 7921 
MADISON, WISCONSIN 53707 

IN REPLY REFER TO: 1020 

Enelosed are two eopies, ineluding one eertified copy, of State of Wiseonsin 
Natural Resourees Board Order No. X-54-79. These rules were reviewed by the 
Assembly Committee on State Affairs and the Senate Committee on Natural 
Resourees and Tourism pursuant to see. 227.018, Stats. There were no eomments. 

You will note that this order takes effeet upon publieation. Kindly publish 
it in the Administrative Code aeeordingly. 

Ene. 

THIS IS 100% RECYCLED PAPER 


