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State of Wisconsin \ OEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES 

STATE OF WISCONSIN 

DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES 

) 
) 
) 

ss 

Anthony S. Earl 
Secretary 

BOX 7921 
MADISON, WISCONSIN 53707 

IN REPlY REFERTO: ____ _ 

TO ALL TO WHOM THESE PRESENTS SHALL COME, GREETINGS: 

I, Anthony S. Earl, Seeretary of the Department of Natural Resourees 

and eustodian of the offieia1 reeords of said Department, do hereby eertify 

that the annexed eopy of Natural Resourees Board Order No. M-23-78 was du1y 

approved and adopted by this Department on August 24, 1978. I further eertify 

that said eopy has been eompared by me with the origina1 on fi1e in this 

Department and that the same is a true eopy thereof, and of,the whole of 

sueh origina1. 

(SEAL) 

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, I have 
hereunto set my hand and affixed 
the offieia1 seal of the Depart­
ment at Pyare Square Building in 
the Village of Shorewood Hi11s, 
this I~ day of November, 1978. 



STATE OF WISCONSIN NATURAL RESOURCES BOARD 

........................................... 
IN THE MATTER of repea1ing and 
reereating ehapter NR 130 of the 
Wiseonsin Administrative Code 
pertaining to meta11ie mineraI 
exp1oration 

M-23-78a 

ORDER OF THE STATE OF WISCONSIN NATURAL RESOURCES BOARD 

REPEALING AND RECREATING RULES 

Pursuant to the authority vested in the State of Wiseonsin Natural 

Resourees Board by seetions 23.09, 23.11, 144.80 to 144.94, and ehapters 

107, 162, and 227, Stats., the State of Wiseonsin Natural Resourees 

Board hereby repea1s and reereates ru1es as fo11ows: 

DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES 

Chapter NR 130 

METALLIC MINERAL EXPLORATION 

NR 130.01 Purpose 
NR 130.02 App1ieabi1ity 
NR 130.03 Definitions 
NR 130.04 Severabi1ity 
NR 130.05 App1ieation for an 

exp1oration 1ieense 
NR 130.06 Issuanee 

NR 130.07 Renewa1s 
NR 130.08 Revoeation and suspension 
NR 130.09 Denia1s 
NR 130.10 Notice proeedure 
NR 130.11 Reports 
NR 130.12 Inspeetions 

(Seetions 23.09, 23.11, 144.80 to 144.94, and Chapters 107, 162, and 227, 
Stats.) 

NR 130.01 Purpose. The purpose of this ehapter is to estab1ish a 

1ieensing proeedure and minimum standards for meta11ie mineraI exp1oration 

in this state. 
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NR 130.02 Applieability. The provisions of this ehapter are applieable 

to all metallie mineraI exploration asdefined in seetion NR 130.03, 

Wis. Adm. Code. This ehapter does not apply to operators engaged in 

exploration on lands ineluded in a mining and reelamation plan, if the 

plan eontains provisions relating to termination of the exploration 

aetivities. 

NR 130.03 Definitions. (1) "Abandonment" means filling or sealing a 

drillhole in aeeordanee with the proeedures speeified in seetion NR 130.06, 

Wis. Adm. Code. 

(2) "Department" means department of natural resources. 

(3) "Driller" means a person who performs eore, rotary, pereussion 

or other drilling involved in exploration for metallie mineraIs. 

(4) "Drilling .site" means the area disturbed by exploration including 

the drillhole. 

(5) "Explorer" means any person intending to engage in exploration 

or who eontraets for the serviees of drillers for the purpose of exploration. 

(6) "Exploration" means the onsite geologie examination from the 

surfaee of an area by eore, rotary, pereussion or other drilling, where 

the diameter of the hole does not exeeed 18 inches, for the purpose of 

searehing for metallie minerals or establishing the nature of a known 

metallie mineraI deposit and ineludes associated aetivities such as 

elearing and preparing sites or eonstrueting roads for drilling. For 

the purposes of the definition of exploration, geologie examination does 

not inelude drillholes eonstrueted for the purpose of eolleeting soil 

samples or for determining radioaetivity by me ans of plaeement of 

radiation-sensitive deviees. 
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(7) "Exploration lieense" means the lieense required by s. 144.832(2), 

Stats., as a eondition of engaging in exploration. 

(8) "Metallie mineral"means a naturally oeeurring, inorganie, 

metal-eontaining substanee whieh is mined or proposed to be mined for 

the purpose of extraeting a metal or metals whieh form all or a part of 

the ehemieal eomposition of the mineraI. Such metals inelude but are 

not limited to iron, eopper, zinc, lead, gold, silver, titanium, vanad ium , 

nickel, eadmium, mo lybdenum, ehromium, manganese, eobalt, zireonium, 

beryllium, thorium, and uranium. 

(9) "Pareel" means an identified seetion, fraetional seetion or 

government lot. 

(10) "Termination" means filling of drillholes and reelamation and 

revegetation of drilling sites. 

NR 130.04 Severability. If any seetion, paragraph, phrase, sentenee 

or elause of this ehapter be deelared invalid or uneonstitutional for 

any reason, the remainder of this ehapter shall not be affeeted thereby. 

NR 130.05 Applieation for an exploration lieense. (1) No explorer 

may engage in exploration without seeuring an exploration lieenseo 

(Z) Any explorer wishing to engage in exploration shall fiIe an 

appIieation for an exploration lieense with the department upon forms 

prepared and furnished by the department. The applieation sha!1 be 

aeeompanied by the following: 

(a) A fee of $300 for the exploration lieense. 

(b) A bond payable to the department in the amount of $5,000 eonditioned 

on faithful performance of the provisions of this eode. 

3. 
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1. The bond shall be issued by a surety company lieensed to do 

business in Wiseonsin. If the surety eompany's lieense to do business 

is revoked or suspended, the explorer, within 30 days after reeeiving 

written notice thereof from the department, shall substitute surety 

underwritten by a surety company lieensed to do business in Wiseonsin. 

Upon failure of the explorer to make a substitution of surety, the 

department shall suspend the explorer's exploration lieense until 

substitution has been made. 

2. Eaeh bond shall provide that the bond shall not be eaneelled by 

the surety, exeept after not less than 90 days notice to the department 

in writing by registered or eertified mail. Not less than 30 days prior 

to the expiration-of the 90-day notice of eaneellation, the explorer 

shall deliver to the department a replaeement bond in the absenee of 

whieh all exploration shall eease. 

3. The depart~ent may require that the amount of the bond be inereased 

at any time, if the department determines that the explorer's eurrent 
I 

level of aetivity makes it likely that the bond would be inadequate to 

fund the termination of all holes drilled for whieh the explorer is 

responsible. 

4. One year after the issuanee of last eertifieate(s) of eompletion, 

and provided that explorer is not holding an exploration lieense, the 

department shall release the bond if the department determines that the 

explorer has eomplied with provisions of this chapter. 

(e) A eertifieate of insurance eertifying that the explorer has in 

foree a liability insuranee policy issued by an insuranee company authorized 

to do business in this state or in lieu of a eertifieate of insuranee, 

4. 
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evidence that the explorer has satisfied state or federal self-insurance 

requirements covering all exploration of the explorer in this state and 

affording personal injury and property damage protection in a total 

amount deemed adequate by the department but not less than $50,000. 

NR 130.06 Issuance. Upon satisfactory completion of all conditions 

contained in this chapter, the department shall issue an exploration 

license to the explorer for a period commencing on the date of issuance 

and terminating on the 30th day of June for any year subject to the 

following conditions: 

(1) Metallic mineraI exploration drillholes shall be abandoned as 

follows: 

(a) Permanent abandonment. 1. All drillholes 4 inches in diameter 

and smaller shall be filled from the bottom of the hole upward to the 

ground surface with concrete or neat eement grout. 

2. Drillholes larger than 4 inch~s in diameter preferably should be 

filled in a rnanner similar to that described in (1.) above. However, 

the following alternative methods of filling such holes are acceptable: 

a. Drillholes constructed in limestone, dolomite, shale, or pre­

Cambrian forrnations (granite, gabbro, gneiss, schist, slate, greenstone, 

quartzite, etc.) may be filled with gravel or crushed rock from the 

bottom upward to a point 20 feet below the top of the first rock formation 

encountered below the surface or to a depth 40 feet belOlv the ground 

surface, whichever is the greater depth, and the remainder of the drillhole 

from the top of the gravel or crushed stone to the ground surface shall 

then be filled with concrete or neat eement grout. 

5. 
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b. Drillholes constructed in sandstone formation may be filled with 

disinfected sand or pea gravel from the bottom upward to a point 20 feet 

below the top of the first rock formation encountered below the surface 

or toa depth 40 feet below the ground surface, whichever is the greater 

depth, and the remainder of the drillhole from the top of the sand or 

pea gravel to the ground shall then be filled with concrete or neat 

eement grout. 

c. Drillholes constructed in glacial drift or other unconsolidated 

formation may be filled with clean clay slurry from the bottom upward to 

a point 20 feet below the ground surface, and the remainder of the 

drillhole must then be filled from the top of the clay slurry to the 

ground stirface with concrete or neat eement grout. 

d. Drillholes constructed in mixed rock types may be filled in 

accordance with 2.a., b. and c. abovee Where the alternative methods to 

filling the drillhole completely with concrete or neat cement grout are 

selected, concrete or neat cement grout plugs at least 40 feet in depth, 

extending at least 20 feet above and below the point of surface contact . 

between every recognized geologic rock typeshall be provided. 

3. Filling procedure restriction. a. Filling material shall be 

applied through a conductor pipe, except that when practical a dump 

bailer may be used. When concrete is placed under water by a conductor 

pipe, the bottom end of the conductor pipe shall be submerged in the 

concrete at all times. 

b. When it is desired to remove all or part of the casing from an 

unconsolidated formation that will not stand open (such as sand or 

gravel) upon abandonment of a drillhole, the casing must be removed 

6. 
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eoneurrently with ~he filling of the drillhole, and the bottom end of 

the casing shall be kept below the surfaee of the fill material throughout 

the operation. 

4. Flowing drillhole. If a drillhole penetrates an aquifer under 

artesian pressure such that groundwater flows at the ground surfaee, 

approval of the method of eontainment of such flow and the method of 

eventual abandonment of the drillhole must be obtained from the department. 

(b) Temporary abandonment. If it is desired to temporarily retain 

a drillhole for further exploration, the easing shall be left in place, 

and the upper terminal of the easing shall be sealed with a watertight 

threaded or welded eap. 

(2) Minimum standards for exploration aetivities and reelamation of 

drilling sites as eontained in ss. 144.83(2) (b)l. to 12., Stats., and 

ss. l44.83(2)(e)1. to 8., Stats., where applieable. 

(3) The fee for drilling the first 10 drillho1es or less shall be 

$50 per dril1hole per lieense year. The fee for drilling eaeh subsequent 

drillhole shall be $25 per drillhole per lieense year. All fees shall 

be paid to the department upon submission of the temporary orpermanent 

abandonmant report, whiehever eomes first. 

(4) Other eonditions whieh the department deems necessary to safeguard 

the natural resoureesof this state during and after exploration. 

NR 130.07 Renewals. (1) An explorer wishing to renew an exploration 

Iieense shal1 file an annual renewal appIieation with the department 

upon forms prepared and furnished by the department. The renewal applieation 

shall be aeeompanied by the following. 

7. 
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(a) A fee of $150.00. 

(b) A bond in aeeordanee with seetion NR 130.05(2) (b) , Wis. Adm. 

Code. 

(e) A eertifieate of insuranee in aeeordanee with seetion NR 130.05(2)(e), 

wifs. Adm. Code. 

(2) Renewa1 1ieense sha11 be for a period eommeneing on the date of 

issuanee and terminating on the 30th day of ,June of any year. 

NR 130.08 Lieense revoeation or suspension. After a due process 

hearing, the department may revoke or suspend an exp1oration 1ieense if 

it is determined that: 

(1) The statutes, the department's ru1es as any eondition in the 

exp1oration 1ieense has not been eomp1ied with; or 

(2) The explorer has fai1ed to inerease bond amounts to adequate 

1eve1s as provided in seetion NR 130.05 (2)(b) 3. , Wis. Adm. Code. 

NR'130.09 Denials. (1) The department sha11 deny an exp1oration 

1ieense if the department finds: 

(a) The exp1oration aetivity wi11 not eomp1y with the minimum 

standards in ss. 144.83 (2) (b) 1. to 12. and ss. 144.83 (2) (e) 1. to 8., 

Stats., where app1ieab1e. 

(b) The exp10rer is in vio1ation of ss. 144.80 to 144.94, Stats., 

or any provision of this ehapter. 

(2) Within 30 days from the date of app1ieation, the department 

sha11 furnish the exp10rer in writing the reasons for the denia1. 

8. 
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NR 130.10 Notice procedure. (1) The exp10rer shal1 notify the 

department of the exp1orer's intent to dri11 on a parce1 by registered 

mail at 1east 10 days in advance of the commencement of dril1ing. 

Notice shall be considered as given upon the date of receipt by the 

department of the notice. The notice of intent to drill sha11 state the 

number of expected drillholes to be drilled and the legal description of 

the affected parcel. The 10 day notice of intent to drill on a parcel 

shall be sent to the Mine Reclamation Section, Department of Natural 

Resources, P. O. Box 7921, Madison, WI 53707. 

(2) The explorer shall notify the department prior to the actual 

commencement of dri1ling each drillhole on the parce1. This notice may 

be oral or written to the department's district office where the exploration 

is taking place. 

(3) The explorer shall give the department at 1east 24 hours advance 

notice of the explorerts intent to fi1l a drillho1e. The 24-hour requirement 

may be reduced by the department's district office where the drillhole 

is 1ocated. This notice may be oral'or written and to the department's 

district office where the drillhole is located. 

NR 130.11 Reports. (1) The explorer shall file duplicate original 

exploration abandonment reports on forms supplied by the department and 

signed by an authorized representative of the explorer attesting to the 

accuracy of the informatian contained therein with the department 

within 10 days after completion of temporary or permanent abandonment of 

a dri1lhole. 

(2) The explorer shall notify the department upon completion of 

termination of each drillhole. 
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,(3) All reports sha11 be submitted to the department's district 

office where the exp1oration is being conducted. 

(4) The department sha11 notify the exp10rer in writing of the 

satisfactory or unsatisfactory comp1etion of termination. If termination 

is unsatisfactory, the department sha11 inform the exp10rer of all 

necessa~y corrective measures. Fai1ure of the exp10rer to comp1y with 

the department's corrective measures'may resu1t in 1icense revocation or 

suspension in accordance with section NR 130.08, Wis. Adm. Code. Upon 

satisfactory comp1etion of termination of a dri11ing site, the department 

sha11 issue a certificate of comp1etion. No temporari1y abandoned 

dri11ing site wi11 receive a certificate of comp1etion unti1 permanent1y 

abandoned in accordance with the provisions of this chapter. 

NR 130.12 Inspections. (1) Any du1y authorized offieer, emp10ye or 

representative of the department may enter and inspect any property, 

premises or place on or at which any exp1oration is being performed at 

any reasonab1e time for the purpose of ascertaining the state of compIianee 

with this chapter and ss. 144.80 to 144.94, Stats. 

(2) No exp10rer may refuse entry or access to any authorized representative 

of the department who requests entry for purposes of inspection and who 

presents appropriate credentia1s. 

(3) No person may obstruct, hamper or interfere with any such 

inspection .. 

10. 
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The foregoing ru1es were approved and adopted by the State of Wiseonsin 

Natural Resourees Board on August 24, 1978. 

The ru1es eontained herein sha11 take effeet upon pub1ieation. 

Dated at. Madison, Wiseonsin U'~ A1B 
----------------~--------~~---------------

STATE OF WISCONSIN DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES 

~.~ By __ ~~ __ ~~~~~~ ________ ~~ ________________ ___ 
S. Ear1, Seeretary 

(SEAL) 
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IN THE MATTER of repea1ing and 
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prospeeting 
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ORDER OF THE STATE OF WISCONSIN NATURAL RESOURCES BOARD 

REPEALING AND RECREATING RULES 

Pursuant to the authority vested in the State of Wiseonsin Natural 

Resourees Board by seetions 23.09, 23.11, 144.80 to 144.94 and ehapters 

107, 162, and 227, Stats., the State of Wiseonsin Natural Resourees 

Board hereby repea1s and reereates ru1es as fo11ows: 

DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES 

Chapter NR 131 

METALLICMINERAL PROSPECTING 

NR 131.01 Purpose 
NR 131.02 App1ieabi1ity 
NR 131.03 Definitions 
NR 131.04 Severabi1ity 
NR 131.05 Notice of intent to prospeet 
NR 131.06 Applieation to prospeet 

NR 131.07 Prospeeting p1an 
NR 131.08 Ree1amation p1an 
NR 131.09 Permit issuanee, 

bonds and bond re1ease 
NR 131.10 Denia1s 
NR 131.11 Permit review and modifieation 
NR 131.12 Inspeetions 
NR 131.13 Confidentiality 

(Seetions 23.09, 23.11, 144.80 to 144.94, and Chapters 107, 162, and 
227, Stats.) 

NR 131.01 Purpose. The purpose of this ehapter is to estab1ish a 

proeedure and minimum standards for the regu1ation of meta11ie minera1 

prospeeting in this state. 
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NR 131.02 Applicability. The provisions of this chapter are applicable 

to all metallic mineraI prospecting as defined by s. 144.81(12), Stats., 

but shall not include such activities which are intended for and ca~able 

of commercial exploitation of the underlying ore body. However, the 

fact that prospecting activities and construction may have use ultimately 

in mining, if approved, shall not mean that prospecting activities and 

construction constitute mining pursuant to the definition of mining 

contained in s. 144.81(5), Stats., provided such activities and construction 

are reasonably related to prospecting requirements. 

NR 131. 03 Definitions. (1) "Applicant" means a person who has 

applied for a prospecting permit. 

(2) "Department" means department of natural resources. 

(3) "Forfeited any bond" means the forfeiture of any performance 

security occasioned by noncompliance with any prospecting laws or provisions 

of this chapter. 

(4) "Metallic mineraI" means a naturally occurring, inorganic, 

metal-containing substance whieh is mined or proposed to be mined for 

the purpose of extraeting a metal or metals whieh form all or a part of 

the ehemieal eomposition of the mineraI. Such metals inelude but are 

not limited to iron, eopper, zine, lead, gold, silver, titanium, vanad ium , 

nickel, eadmium, molybdenum, ehromium, manganese, eobalt, zireonium, 

beryllium, thorium and uranium. 

(5) "Operator'! means any person who is engaged in, or who has 

applied for or holds a permit to engage in, prospeeting, whether individually, 

jointly or through subsidiaries, agents, employes or contraetors. 

2. 
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(6) "Person" means any individual, corporation, cooperative owner, 

lessee, syndicate, partnership, firm, association, trust, estate, public 

or private institution, political subdivision of the state of Wisconsin, 

any state agency or any legal successor, representative, agent or agency 

of the foregoing. 

(7) "Principal shareholder" means any person who owns at least 10% 

of the beneficial ownership of an operator. 

(8) "Prospecting" means engaging in the examination of an area for 

the purpose of determining the quality and quantity of mineraIs, other 

than for exploration but including the obtaining of an ore sample, by 

such physical means as excavating, trenching, construction of shafts, 

ramps, tunneIs, pits and the production of refuse'and other associated 

activities. 

(9) "Prospecting plan" means the proposal for prospecting of the 

prospecting site, which shall be approved by the department under s. 

144.84, Stats., prior to the issuance of the prospecting permit. 

(10) "Prospecting site" means the lands on which prospect.ing is 

actually conducted as weIl as those lands on which physical disturbanee 

will occur as aresult of such activity. 

(11) "Reclamation" means the process by which an area physically or 

environmentally affected by prospecting is rehabilitated to either its 

original state or if this is shown to be physically or environmentally 

impracticable or environment al ly or socially undesirable, to a state 

that provides long-term environment al stability. Reclamation shall 

provide the greatest feasible protection to the environment and shall 

include but not be limited to the criteria for reclamation set forth in 

S. l44.83(2)(c), Stats. 

3. 
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(12) "Reclamation plan" means the proposal for the reclamation of 

the prospecting site which mus.t be approved by the department under s. 

144.84 or s. ~44.83, Stats., prior to the issuance of the prospecting 

permit. 

(13) "Unsuitability" means that the land proposed for prospe'cting 

is not suitable for such activity because the prospecting activity 

itself may reasonably be expected to destroy or irreparably damage 

either of the following: 

(a) Habitat required for survival of species of vegetation or 

wildlife as designated in chapter NR 27, Wis. Adm. Code, if such endangered 

species cannot be firmly established elsewhere. 

(b) Unique features of land, as determined by state or federal 

designation as any of the following which cannot have their unique 

characteristic preserved by relocation or replacement elsewhere. 

1. Wildemess areas designated by statute or administrative rule. 

2. Wild and scenic rivers designated by statute or administrative 

rule. 

3. National or state parks designated by statute or administrative 

rule. 

4. Wildlife refuges and areas as designated by statute or administrative 

rule. 

5. Historical landmarks, sites and archeological areas designated 

by statute., administrative rule or by the state historieal society. 

6. Scientific areas as follows: 

a. Ableman's Gorge 

ab. Abraham's Woods 

ac. Aurora Lake 

ad. Avoca River Bottom Prairie 

4. 
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ae. Avon Bottoms 

af. Bark Bay 

b. Baxter's Hollow 

ba. Bean Lake 

bb. Beulah Bog 

bc. Bear Creek Cave 

bd. Bittersweet Lakes 

be. Black Tern Bog 

bf. Blackhawk Island 

c. Blue HilIs Felsenmeer 

ca. Blue River Cactus & Dunes 

cb. Bose Lake Hemlock-Hardwoods 

cc. Brady's Bluff Prairie 

cd~ Browntown Oak Forest 

ce. Buena Vista Prairie & Meadow 

cf. Cactus Rock 

d. Castle Mound Pine Forest 

da. Cedar Grove Hawk Refuge 

db. Cedarburg Beech Woods 

dc. Cedarburg Bog 

dd. Charles Pond 

de. Cherokee Marsh 

df. Cherry Lake Sedge Meadow 

e. Chiwaukee Prairie 

ea. Comstock Marsh 

eb. Council Grounds Pine Forest 

eco Crex Meadows Prairie 

ed. DelIs of the Eau Claire River 

5. 
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ee. Devil's Lake Red Oak Forest 

ef. Dewey Heights Prairie 

f. Dory's Bog 

fa. Douglas County Grouse Area 

fb. Dunbar Sharptail Barrens 

fc. Durst Rockshelter 

fd. Eagle Oak Opening 

fe. Endeavor Marsh 

ff. Escanaba Lake Hemlocks 

g. Fairy Chasm 

ga. Faville Prairie 

gb. Finnerud Pine Forest 

gc. Five-Mile Bluff Prairie 

gd. Flambeau River Hemlock-Hardwoods Forest 

ge. Flora Lake 

gf'. Fountain Creek Prairie 

gg.' Fourmile Island Rookery 

h. Frog Creek Hemlocks 

ha. Giant White Pine Grove 

hb. Gibraltar Rock 

hc. Gobler Lake 

hd. Goose Pond 

he, Gullickson's Glen 

i. Haskell Noyes Memorial Woods 

ia. High Lake Spruce-Balsam Forest 

ib. Holmboe Conifer Forest 

iCI Honey Creek Natural Area 

I 
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id. Hub City Bog 

ie. Jackson Harbor 

j. Johnson Lake Barrens 

ja. Jung Hemlock-Beech Forest 

jb. Karcher Springs 

jc. Kettle Moraine Fen & Low Prairie 

jd. Kewaskum Woods 

je. Kohler Park Dunes 

k. Kohler Park Pines 

ka. Koshawago Springs 

kb. Lake of the Pines C0nifer-Hardwoods 

kc. Lawrence Creek 

kd. Lodde's Mill Bluff 

ke. Lulu Lake Fen 

kf. MaribeI Caves 

kg. Marinette County Beech Forest 

1. Mazomanie Bottoms 

la. Mayville Ledge Beachwoods 

Ib. Midway Prairie 

le. Milwaukee River and Swamp 

Id. Mescauno Cedar Swamp 

le. Moose Lake Hemlocks 

m. Moquah Barrens 

ma. Mt. Pisgah Hemlock-Hardwoods 

mb. Mud Lake 

7. 
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mc. Muir Park Natural Area 

md. Muralt Bluff Prairie 

me. Muskego Park Hardwoods 

mf. Natural Bridge & Rockshelter 

n. Necedah Oak-Pine Natural and Managed Areas 

na. Neda Mine 

nb. Nelson-Trevino Bottoms 

ne. Newark Road Prairie 

nd. New Munster Bog Island 

neo NewObservatory Woods 

o. Newport Conifer-Hardwoods 

oa. Oliver Prairie 

ob. Ottawa Lake Fen 

oc. Parfrey's Glen 

od. Peat Lake 

oe. Peninsula Park Beech Forest 

p. Peninsula Park White Cedar Forest 

pa. Pine Cliff 

pb. Pine Glen 

pc. Pine Hollow 

pd. Plagge Woods 

peo Plum Lake-Star Lake Hemlock Forest 

q. Point Beach Ridges 

qa. Powers Bluff Maple Woods 

qb. Putnam Park 

qc. Renak-Polak Maple-Beech Woods 

qd. Rice Lake-Thunder Lake Marsh 

qe. Ridges Sanctuary 
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r. Ripon Prairie 

ra. SanderIs Park Hardwoods 

rb. Schmidt Maple Woods 

rc. Scott Lake-Shelp Lake Natural Area 

rd. Scuppernong Prairie 

re. SeagulI Bar 

s. Silver Lake Bog 

sa. Sister Islands 

sb. Spring Green Reserve 

sc. Spring Lake 

sd. Spruce Lake Bog 

seo Swenson Prairie and Oak Opening 

t. Tamarack Creek Bog 

ta. Tellockls Hill Woods 

tb. Tiffany Bot~oms 

tc. Toft Point 

td. Tower Hill Bottoms 

te. Trenton Bluff Prairie 

u. Trout Lake Conifer Swamp 

ua. Two Creeks Buried Forest 

ube VanderBloemen Bog 

uc. Washburn County Pines 

ude Waterloo Fen & Springs 

ue. Waubesa Wetlands 

V. Waupun Park Maple Forest 

va. Wilderness Ridge 

vb. Wyalusing Walnut Forest 

vc. Wyalusing Hardwood Forest 

vd. Young Prairie 

9. 
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7. Other ~reas of a type designated by the department as unique or 

unsuitable for surfaee mining. 

NR 131.04 Severability. ~f any seetion, paragraph, phrase, sentenee 

or elause of this ehapter be deelared invalid or uneonstitutional for 

any reason, the remainder of this ehapter shall not be affeeted thereby. 

NR 131.05 Notice of intent to colleet data. (1) Any person intending 

to submit an applieation for a prospeeting permit shall notify the 

department by registered mail, prior to the eolleetion of data or 

information intended to be used to support the permit applieation. 

(2) The notice of intent to colleet data shall eontain the following 

information: 

Ca) The name, address and telephone number of the person submitting 

the notice of intent. 

(b) A map showing the approximate loeation of the prospeeting site. 

(e) The expeeted date when a prospeeting applieation may be submitted 

pursuant to seetion NR 131.06, Wis. Adm. Code. 

Cd)l. Speeifie environmental data whieh was obtained,.eolleeted or 

generated prior to the notice of intent to colleet data together with 

any substantiating baekground information whieh would assist the department 

in establishing the validity of the data. This substantiating baekground 

information shall inelude but not be limited to the following: 

a. Date obtained and method employed. 

b. PersonCs) eolleeting or generating the data and their qualifieations. 

2. The department shall inform the person giving the notice of 

intent to colleet data that the data will or will not be accepted by the 

10. 



M-23-78b 11. 

department. The department shall state in writing the reasons for not 

accepting all the data or portions thereof. 

3. The department shall accept general environmental information 

such as soi1 characteristics, hydrologic conditions and air and water 

data contained in publications, mapSt documents, studies, reports and 

simi1ar sources, whether public or private, not prepared by or for the 

applicant. The department shall accept. data which is otherwise admissible 

that is collected prior to notification for purposes of evaluating 

another site or sites and which is not collected with intent to evade 

the provisions of this chapter. 

(3) Up on receipt of a notice of intent to collect data, the department 

shal1 give public notice of the notification in the manner provided in 

s. l44.836(3)(b), Stats. 

(4) After review and consideration of all comments received from 

interested persons within 45 days after public notice provided in (3) 

above, the department shal1 inform the person giving the notice of 

intent to collect data by registered mail of the type and quantity of 

information need ed to support an appIication including specifically the 

characteristics of groundwater resourees in the prospecting site, the 

methodology to be used in gathering information, and a timely application 

date for all necessary approvals, licenses, certifications and permits. 

(5) All information gathered by a person giving notice of intent to 

col1ect data sha11 be submitted to the department as soon as it is in 

fina! form. After consultation with the person giving notice of intent 

to collect data, the department may revise or modify its requirements 

regarding information which must be gathered and submitted.. The department 

shall notify the person giving notice ofintent to collect data by 
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registered mail of the revisions or modifieations of its requirements 

• and the reasons thereof. 

NR 131.06 App1ieation to prospeet. (1) No person may engage in 

prospeeting without first seeuring a prospeeting permit issued by the 

department. 

(2) Any operator wishing to engage in prospeeting shall file an 

app1ieation in reprodueible form and 15 eopies with the department upon 

forms prepared and furnished by the department. A prospeeting applieation 

shall be made for eaeh prospeeting site. The applieation shall be 

aeeompanied by the following: 

(a) A fee of $1,000 to eover the estimated eosts of evaluating the 

operator' s prospeeting applieation. Upon eompletion of i,ts evaluation, 

the department shall adjust this fee to refleet the aetual eost of 

evaluation less any fees paid for the same serviees to satisfy other 

requirements. Evaluation of a prospeeting applieation .shall be eompleted 

upon the issuanee of an order to grant or deny a prospeeting permit. 

(b) A prospeeting plan in aeeordanee with seetion NR 131.07, Wis • 

. Adm. Code. 

(e) A reelamation plan in aeeordanee with seetion NR 131.08, Wis. 

Adm. Code. 

(d) Information relating to whether the area may be suitable for 

prospeeting, and either information relating to whether the area may be 

suitable for surfaee mining or a eertifieation that the operator will 

not subsequently make applieation for a permit to eonduet surfaee mining 

at the site. 

ee) Other information or doeumentation that the department may 

require. 

12. 
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(3) The hearing proeedure outlined in s. 144.836, Stats" shall 

govern all hearings on the operator's prospeeting permit applieation. 

NR 131.07 Prospeeting plan. The prospeeting plan shall inelude the 

following: 

(1) Details of the nature, extent and final eonfiguration of the 

proposed exeavation and project site ineluding loeation and total produetion 

of prospeeting refuse, and nature and depth of overburden. 

(2) Details of the proposed operating proeedures ineluding: 

(a) Prospeeting operating sequenee. 

(b) Handling of overburden materials. 

(e) Prospeeting waste produetion, loading, transportation, storage 

and final disposition. 

(d) Bulk sample produetion,loading, transportation, storage and 

final disposition. 

(e) Ground and surfaee water management teehniques ineluding provisions 

for erosion prevention and drainage eontrol. 

(f) Plans for eolleetion, treatment and diseharge of any water 

resulting from the operation. 

(g) Plans for air quality protection. 

(h) Measures for notifying the public and responsible governmental 

ageneies of potentiallyhazardous eonditions ineluding the movement or 

aeeumulation of toxie wastes in ground and surfaee water, soils, and 

vegetation and other eonsequenees of the operation of importanee to 

public health, safety and welfare. 

(i) Deseription of all surface faeilities associated with the 

prospecting site. 

13. 



M-23-78b 

(j) Deseription of all geologieal/geoteehnica1 investigations and , 

dri1ling program. 

(3) Evidenee satisfaetory to the department that the proposed 

prospecting operation will comply with the following minimum standards: 

(a) Grading and stabi1ization of excavation, sides, and benehes to 

conform with state and federal environmenta1 and safety requirements. 

(b) Grading and stabilization of deposits of prospeeting refuse in 

conformanee with state and federa1 safety requirements and solid waste 

1aws and regu1ations. 

ee) Stabilization o.f merehantable by-produets. 

(d) Adequate diversion anddrainage of water from the prospeeting 

site. 

(e) Baekfi1ling of exeavations where such proeedure wi11 not interfere 

with the prospeeting operation. 

ef) Adequate eovering or storage of all po1lutant-bearing minerals 

or material s to conform with state and federal regu1ations governing 

such matertaIs. 

(g) Removal and stoekpiling, or other measures to proteet topsoils 

prior to prospeeting. 

(h) Maintenanee of adequate vegetative eover where feasib1e to 

prevent erosion. 

(i) Impoundment of water where neeessary in a safe and environmenta1ly 

aeeeptab1e mannere 

~) Adequate sereening of the prospeeting site where such sereening 

is deemed neeessary by the department. 

(k) Identifieation and prevention of po1lution as defined in s. 

144.01(11), Stats., resulting from 1eaehing of waste materia1s in aeeordanee 

with state and federa1 solid waste laws. 

14. 
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(1) Identifieation and prevention of signifieant pollutian as 

defined in s. 144.30(9), Stats. 

NR 131.08 Reelamation plan. The reelamation plan forthe prospeeting 

site shall inelude the following: 

(1) Detailed informatian and maps on reelamation proeedures ineluding: 

(a) Manner, loeation, sequenee and antieipated duration of reelamation. 

(b) Ongoing reelamation proeedures during prospeeting operation. 

(e) Proposed interim and final topography and slope stabilization. 

(d) Proposed final land use and relationship to surrounding land 

and land use. 

(e) Plans for long-term maintenanee of prospeeting site including: 

1. Monitoring of wastes and surface and ground water quality. 

2. Names of persons legally and operationally responsible for long­

term maintenance. 

(f) Projected costs of reclamation ineluding estimated eost to the 

state of fulfilling the reclamation plan. 

(g) Alternative plans for reelamation of the prospeeting site if 

all or part of the site is to beeome part of amining site. 

(2) Evidence satisfactory to the department that the proposed 

reclamation will conform with the following minimum standards: 

(a) All toxic and hazardous wastes, refuse, tailings and other 

solid waste shall be disposed of in solid or hazardous waste land disposal 

facilities licensed under ch. 144, Stats., or otherwise in an environmentally 

sound manner. 

(õ) All tunneIs, shafts or other underground openings shall be 

sealed in a manner whieh will prevent seepage of water in amounts which 

may be expected to create a safety, heal th or environmental hazard, 

15. 
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unIess the applicant can demonstrate alternative uses which do not 

endanger public health and safety and which conform to applicable 

environmental protection and mine safety laws and rules. 

(c) All underground and surface run-off waters from prospecting 

sites shall be managed, impounded or treated so as to prevent soil 

erosion to the extent practicable, flooding, damage to agricultural 

lands or livestock, damage to wild animals, pollution of surface or 

ground waters, damage to public heal th or threats to public safety. 

Cd} All surface structures constructed as a part of the prospecting 

activities shall be removed, unIess they are converted to an acceptable 

alternate use. 

Ce) Adequate measures shallbe taken to pr event significant surface 

subsidence, but if such subsidence does occur, the affected area shall 

be reclaimed. 

(f) All top so il from surface areas disturbed by the prospecting 

operation shall be removed and stored in an environmentally acceptable 

manner for use in reclamation. 

(g) All disturbed surface areas shall be revegetated as soon as 

practicable after the disturbance to stabilize slopes and prevent air 

and water po11ution, with the objective of reestablishing a variety of 

p1ants and anima1s indigenous to the area immediate1y prior to prospecting, 

unIess such reestab1ishment isinconsistent with the provisions of s. 

144.81(15), Stats. Plant species not indigenous to the area may be used 

if necessary to provide rapid stabi1ization of slopes and prevention of 

erosion, if such species are acceptab1e to the department, but the 

ultimate goa1 of reestab1ishment of indigenous species must be maintained. 

16. 
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(h) All operations shall minimize disturbanee to wetlands and 

conform with all applieable" state and federal laws and regulations 

pertaining to wetlands. 

(3) If it is physieally or economically impracticable or environmentally 

or socially undesirable for the reclamation process to return the affeeted 

area to its original state, the reasons therefor and a discussion of 

alternative eonditions and uses to which the affected area can be put. 

NR 131.09 Permit issuance bonds and bond release. (1) UnIess 

denied pursuant to section NR 131.10, Wis. Adm. Code, the department 

shall issue a prospeeting permit to the operator within 60 days following 

the date of completion of the hearing record. 

(2) After issuanee of the permit but prior to commeneing prospeeting, 

the operator shall file with the department the following: 

(a) A bond conditioned upon faithful performance of all requirements 

of ss. 144.80 to 144.94, Stats., and the provisions of this ehapter. 

1. The amount of the bond or other security required "shall be equal 

to the estimated cost to the state of fulfilling the reelamation plan, 

in relation to that portion of the site that will be disturbed by the 

end of the following year. The estimated eost of reelamation shall be 

determined by the department on the basis of those factors listed in 

section NR 131.07, Wis. Adm. Code. In lieu of a bond, the operator may 

deposit cash, certificates of deposit or government securities with the 

department. Interest received on certifieates of deposit and government 

securities shall be paid to the operator. 

2. The bond shall be issued by a surety company licensed to do 

business in Wisconsin. If the surety companyIs license to do business 

17. 
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is r~voked or suspended, the aperatar, within 30 days'after receiving 

written notice thereof fram the department, shall substitute surety 

underwritten by a surety company licensed to da business in Wisconsin. 

Upan failure of the aperator to make a substitution, the department 

shall suspend the operator's mining permit until substitution' has been 

made. 

3. Each bond sha1l provide that the bond shall not be cancelled by 

the surety, except after not less than 90 days notice to the department 

in writing by registered or certified mail. Not less than 30 days prior 

to the expiratian of the 90 day notice of cancellation, the operator 

shall deliver ta the department a replacement bond in the absence of 

which all prospecting shall cease. 

4.a. Not less than 2 years after campletion of the reclamation plan 

or portions thereof, the operator may petition the department to reduce 

the amount of the bond. After public hearing canducted pursuant to S. 

144.836, Stats., the department sha1l issue a certificate of campletion, 

if it finds that the operator has completed reclamation of allar any 

partian of the prospecting sitein accordance with the reclamation plan 

and ss. 144.80 to 144.94, Stats. 

b. Upon issuance of the certificate of campletion, the department 

shall reduce the amount of the band to an amount equal ta the estimated 

east of reclamation of the portian of the prospecting site for which a 

certificate of completion has not been issued. 

c. Upon issuance of a certificate or certificates of completion of 

reclamation for the entire prospecting site, the operator sha1l maintain 

a bond with the department equal to 10% of the total east of reclamation 

of the prospecting site. 
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d. After 5 years after issuanee of a eertifieate or eertifieates of 

eompletion for the entire prospeeting site the department shall release 

the bond if the department determines that the operator has eomplied 

with the reelamation plan. 

e. The operator shall reelaim the prospeeting site within 5 years 

after the date of issuanee of the prospeeting permit provided the operator 

has not submitted an applieat~on to the department for a mining permit 

whieh ineludes the unreelaimed prospeeting site or portions thereof. If 

the operator fails to reelaim the site or portions thereof whieh are not 

ineluded in the mining permit applieation in aeeordanee with the reelamation 

plan within the 5 year period, the operator shall forfeit the reelamation 

bond and the department shall reelaim the prospeeting site. 

(p) A eertifieate of insuranee eertifying that the operator has in 

foree a liability insuranee policy issued by an insuranee company authorized 

to do business in this state or in lieu of a eertifieate of insuranee, 

evidenee that the operator has satisfied state or federal self-insuranee 

requirements eovering all prospeeting of the operator in this state and 

affording personal injury and property damage protection in a total 

amount deemed adequate by the department but not less than $50,000. 

(3) Upon reeeipt of a satisfaetory reelamation bond and the eertifieate 
\ 

of insuranee, the department shall give written authorization to the 

operator to eommenee prospeeting in aeeordanee with the prospeeting and 

reelamation plans. 

NR 131.10 Denials. (I} The department shall deny a prospeeting 

permit if it finds any of the following: 

(a) The prospeeting site is unsuitable for prospeeting. 
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(b) The prospeeting site is unsuitable for surfaee mining absenta 

eertifieation not to surfaee mine. 

(e) The prospeeting plan and the reelamation plan will not eomply 

with the minimum standards for prospeeting and reelamation as provided 

in seetions NR 131.07 and NR 131.08, Wis. Adm. Code. 

(d) The operator is in violation of ss. 144.80 to 144.94, Stats., 

and the provisions of this ehapter. 

(e} The operator has previously failed and eontinues to fail to 

eomply with ss. 144.80 to 144.94, Stats., and the provisions of this 

ehapter. 

(f) The operator has within the previous 20 years forfeited any 

bond posted in aeeordanee with prospeeting or mining aetivities in this 

state, unIess by mutual agreement with the state. 

(g) Any offieer or direetor of the operator has, while employed by 

the operator, the operator's parent eorporation, any of the operator's 

prineipal shareholders, or any of the operator's subsidiaries or affiliates, 

in whieh the operator owns more than a 40% interest, within the previous 

20 years forfeited any bond posted in aeeordanee with prospeeting or 

mining aetivities in this state unIess bymutual agreement with the 

state. 

(h) The proposed prospeeting operation may reasonab1y be expeeted 

to ereate the following situations: 

1. Landslides or substantial deposition from the proposed operation 

in stream or lake beds whieh eannot be feasibly prevented. 

2. Signifieant surfaee subsidenee whieh eannot be ree1aimed beeause 

of the geologie eharaeteristies present at the proposed site. 
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3. Hazards resulting in irreparab1e damage to any of the following, 

whieh eannot be prevented under the requirements of ss. 144.80 to 144.94, 

Stats., avoided to the extent app1ieab1e by removal from the area of 

hazard or mitigated by purehase or by obtaining the eonsent of the 

owner. 

a. Dwelling houses. 

b. Public buildings. 

e. Sehools. 

d. Churehes. 

e. Cemeteries. 

f. Commereia1 or institutional buildings. 

g. Public roads. 

h. Other public property designated by the department. 

4. Irreparable environmental damage to lake or stream bodies despite 

adherenee to the requirements of ss. 144.80 to 144.94, Stats. This 

subdivision does not app1y to an aetivity whieh thedepartment has 

authorized pursuant to statute, exeept that the destruetion or fil1ing" 

in of alake bed sha1l not be authorized notwithstanding any other 

provision of law. 

(2} If an applieation for a prospeeting permit is denied, the 

department, within 30 days from date of applieation denial, shall furnish 

the operator in writing the reasons for the denial. 

NR 131.11 Permit review and modifieation. (1) Eighteen months 

after the issuanee of a prospeeting permit and annually thereafter unti1 

prospeeting eeases, the department shal1 review the operator's prospeeting 

permit, reelamation p1an and bond to aseertain adequaey, eompIianee with 
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state or federal laws enacted after the issuance of the permit and 

technological currency. 

(2) If the department after review determines that the plan should 

be modified or the bond amount changed, the department shall notify the 

permit holder of the necessary modifications or changes. If the permit 

holder does not request a hearing within 30 days, the modifications or 

changes shall be deemed accepted. 

(3) If the permit holder desires to modify the permit, an amend~d 

application shall be submitted to the department on forms provided by 

the department. If the proposed amendment substantially changes the 

scope of the original prospecting proposal, the department shall process 

the amended application as an original application for a prospecting 

permit. If the amended application is to cancel any or all of a prospecting 

site where no prospecting has taken place, the department may release 

the bond or security or portions thereof posted on the land beingremoved 

from the permitted prospecting site and cancel or amend the operator's 

prospecting permit. 

NR 131.12 Inspections. (1) Any duly authorized officer, employe or 

representative of the department may enter and inspect any property, 

premises or place on or at a prospecting site at any reasonable time for 

the purpose of ascertaining the state of compliance with this chapter 

and ss. 144.80 to 144.94, Stats. 

(2} No operator may refuse entry or access to any authorized representative 

of the department who requests entry for purposes of inspection and who 

presents appropriate credentials. 
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(3) No person may obstruet, hamper or interfere with any such 

inspeetion. 

NR 131.13 Confidentiality. All data submitted by an applieant for 

a prospeeting permit shall be considered eonfidential, unIess the prospeetor 

express ly agrees to its publieation. 

The foregoing rules were approved and adopted by the State of Wiseonsin 

Natural Resourees Board on August 24, 1978. 

The rules eontained herein shall take effeet upon publieation. 

Dated at Madison, Wiseonsin \ ~ ~ (41 & 
I ---------------------------------------------

STATE OF WISCONSIN DEPARTMENT OF'NATURAL RESOURCES 

By ~~~~. )L~-==--==-__ _ 
S. Earl, Seeretary 

(SEAL) 



STATE OF WISCONSIN NATURAL RESOURCES BOARD 

.......................................... 
IN THE MATTER of ereating ehapter 
NR 132 of the Wiseonsin Administrative 
Code pertaining to meta11ie mineraI 
mining 

M-23-78e 

ORDER OF THE STATE OF WISCONSIN NATURAL RESOURCES BOARD 

CREATING RULES 

Pursuant to the authority vested in the State of Wiseonsin Natural 

Resourees Board by seetions 23.09, 23.11, 144.80 to 144.94, and ehapters 

107, 162, and 227, Stats., the State of Wiseonsin Natural Resourees 

Board hereby ereates ru1es as fo11ows: 

DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES 

Chapter NR 132 

METALLIC MINERAL MINING 

NR 132.01 Purpose 
NR 132.02 App1ieabi1ity 
NR 132.03 Definitions 
NR 132.04 Severabi1ity 
NR 132.05 Notifieation of intent to 

mine 
NR 132.06 App1ieation to mine 
NR 132.07 Mining p1an 

NR 132.08 Ree1amation p1an 
NR 132.09 Issuanee 
NR 132.10 Denia1 
NR 132.11 Permit review and modifieation 
NR 132.12 Certifieates of eomp1etion 

and bond re1ease 
NR 132.13 Inspeetions 
NR 132.14 Confidentia1ity 

(Seetions 23.09, 23.11, 144.80 to 144.94, and Chapters 107, 162, and 227, 
Stats.) 

NR 132.01 Purpose. The purpose of this ehapter is to estab1ish a 

proeedure and minimum standards for the regu1~tion of meta11ie mineraI 

mining in this state. 
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NR 132.02 Applieability. The provisions of this chapter are applicable 

to all metallic mineraI mining as defined by s. 144.81(5), Stats. 

NR 132.03 Definitions. (1) "Abandonment of mining" means the 

cessation of mining, not set forth in an operator's mining or reclamation 

plans or by any other sufficient written or constructive notice, extending 

for more than 6 months. Abandonment of mining does not include the 

cessation of mining due either to labor strikes or the cessation of 

mining due to such unforeseen developments as adverse market conditions 

for a period not to exeeed 5 years as determined by the department after 

consulting with the metallic min.fng couneil. 

(2) "Applicant" means a person who has applied for a mining permit. 

(3) "Department" means department of natural resources. 

(4) "Forfeited any bond" means the forfeiture of any performance 

security occasioned by noncompliance with any mining laws or provisions 

of this chapter. 

(5) "Merchantable by-product" means all waste soil, roek, mineraI, 

liquid, vegetation and other material directly resulting from or displaced 

by the mining, cleaning or preparation of minerals during mining operations 

which are determined by the department to be marketable upon a showing 

of marketability made by the operator, accompanied by a verifiedstatement 

by the operator of his or her intent to sell such material within 3 

years from the time it results from or is displaced by mining. If after 

3 years from the time merchantable by-product results from or is displaced 

by mining such material has not been transported off the mining site, it 

shall be considered and regulated as refuse unIess removal is continuing 

at a rate of mare than 12,000 cubic yards per year. 
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(6) "Metallie mineraI" means a natural ly oeeurring, inorganie, 

metal-eontaining substanee which is mined or proposed to be mined for 

the purpose of extracting a metal or metals which form all or a part of 

the chemical composition of the mineraI. Such metals include but are 

not limited to iron, copper, zinc, lead, gold, silver, titanium, vanadium, 

nickel, cadmium, mo lybdenum, chromium, manganese, eobalt, zirconium, 

beryllium, thorium, and uranium. 

(7) "Mining or mining operation" means all or part of the process 

in the mining of metallie minerals other than for exploration or prospeeting, 

ineluding eommereial extraetion, agglomeration, benefieiation, eonstruetion 

of roads, removal of overburden and the produetion of refuse. 

(8) "Mining pIan" means the'proposal for the mining of the mining 

site which shall be approved by the department under s. 144.85, Stats., 

prior to the issuanee of the mining permit. 

(9) "Mining permH" means the permit whieh is required of all 

operators as a eondition precedent to eommeneing mining at amining. 

site. 

(10) "Mining site" means the surfaee area disturbed by a mining 

operation, ineluding the surfaee area from whieh the minerals or refuse 

or both have been removed, the surfaee area covered by refuse, all lands 

disturbed by the eonstruction or improvement of haulageways, and any 

surfaee areas in whieh struetures, equipment, ~~terials and any other 

things used in the mining operationare situated. 

(11) "Operator" means any person who is engaged in, or who has 

applied for or holds a permit to engage in mining, whether individually, 

jointly or through subsidiaries, agents, employes or eontraetors. 
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(12) "Person" means any individual, corporation, cooperative-owner, 

lessee, syndicate, partnership, firm, association, trust, estate, public 

or private institution, political subdivision of the state of Wisconsin, 

any state agency, or any legal successor, representative agent or agency 

of the foregoingo 

(13) "Principal shareholder" means any person who owns at least 10% 

of the beneficial ownership of an operator. 

(14) "Reclamation" means the process by which an area physically or 

environmentally affected by mining is rehabilitated to either its 

original state or, if this is shown to be physically or economically 

impracticable or environmentally or socially undesirable, to a state 

that provides long-term environmental stability. Reclamation shall 

provide the greatest feasible protection to the environment and shall 

include, but is not limited to the criteria for reclamation set forth in 

s. l44.83(2)(c), Stats. 

(15) "Reclamation plan" means the proposal for the reclamation of 

the mining site which must be approved by the department under s. 144.85, 

Stats., prior to the issuance of the mining permit. 

(16) "Refuse" means all waste soil, rock, mineraI, liquid, vegetation 

and other material, except merchantable by-products, directly resulting 

from or displaced by the mining, and from the cleaning or preparation of 

minerals during mining operations, and shall include all waste materials 

deposited on or in the mining site from other sources. 

(17) "Unsuitability" means that the land proposed for surface 

mining is not suitable for such activity because the surface mining 

activity itself may reasonably be expected to destroy or irreparably 

damage either of the following: 
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Ca) Habitat required for survival of species of vegetation or 

wildlife as designated in chapter NR 27, Wis. Adm. Code, if such endangered 

species cannot be firmly reestablished elsewhere. 

(b) Unique features of theland, as determined by state or federal 

designation as any of the following, which cannot have their unique 

characteristic preserved by relocation or replacement elsewhere: 

1. Wildemess areas designated by statute or administrative rule. 

2. Wild and scenic rivers designate'd by statute or administrative 

rule. 

3. National or state parks designated by statute or administrative 

rule. 

4. Wildlife refuges and areas designated by statute or administrative 

rule. 

5. Historical landmarks, sites and archaeological areas designated 

by the state historical society. 

6. Scientific areas as follows: 

a. Ableman's Gorge 

ab. Abraham's Woods 

ac. Aurora Lake 

ad. Avoca River Bottom Prairie 

ae. Avon Bottoms 

af. Bärk Bay 

b. Baxter's Ho 11 ow 

ba. Bean Lake 

bb. Beulah Bog 

bc. Bear Creek Cave 

bd. Bittersweet Lakes 

\ 
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be. Black Tern Bog 

bf. Blackhawk Island 

c. Blue HilIs Felsenmeer 

ca. Blue River Cactus & Dunes 

cb. Bose Lake Hemlock-Hardwoods 

cc. Brady's Bluff Prairie 

cd. Browntown Oak Forest 

ce. Buena Vista Prairie & Meadow 

cf. Cactus Rock 

d. Castle Mound Pine Forest 

da. Cedar Grove Hawk Refuge 

db. Cedarburg Beech Woods 

dc. Cedarburg Bog 

dd. Charles Pond 

de. Cherokee Marsh 

df. Cherry Lake Sedge Meadow 

e. Chiwaukee Prairie 

ea. Comstock Marsh 

ebe Council Grounds Pine Forest 

eco Crex Meadows Prairie 

ed. DelIs of the Eau Claire River 

ee. Devil's Lake Red Oak Forest 

ef. Dewey Heights Prairie 

f. Dory's Bog 

fa. Douglas County Grouse Area 

fb. Dunbar Sharptail Barrens 

fc. Durst Rockshelter 
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fd. Eagle Oak Opening 

fe. Endeavor Marsh 

ff. Escanaba Lake Hemlocks 

g. Fairy Chasm 

ga. Faville Prairie 
I 

gb. Finnerud Pine Forest 

gc. Five-Mile Bluff Prairie 

gd. Flambeau River Hemlock-Hardwoods Forest 

ge. Flora Lake 

. gf. Fountain Creek Prairie 

gg. Fourmile Island Rookery 

h. Frog Creek Hemlocks 

ha. Giant White Pine Grove 

hb. Gibraltar Rock 

hc. Gobler Lake 

hd. Goose Pond 

he. Gullickson's Glen 

i. Haskell Noyes Memorial Woods 

ia. High Lake Spruce-Balsam Forest 

ib. Holmboe Conifer Forest 

ic. Honey Creek Natural Area 

id. Hub City Bog 

ie. Jackson Harbor 

j. Johnson Lake Barrens 

ja. Jung Hemlock-Beech Fores·t 

jb. Karcher Springs 

jc. Kettle Moraine Fen & Low Prairie 
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jd. Kewaskum Woods 

je. Kohler Park Dunes 

k. Kohler Park Pines 

ka. Koshawago Springs 

kb. Lake of the Pines Conifer-Hardwoods 

ke. Lawrenee Creek 

kd. Lodde's Mil1 Bluff 

ke. Lulu Lake Fen 

kL MaribeI Caves 

kg. Marinette County Beeeh Forest 

1. Mazomanie Bottoms 

la. Mayville Ledge Beaehwoods 

1b. Midway Prairie 

le. Milwaukee River and Swamp 

Id. Meseauno Cedar Swamp 

le. Moose Lake Hemloeks 

m. Moquah Barrens 

ma. Mt. Pisgah Hemloek-Hardwoods 

mb. Mud Lake 

me. Muir Park Natural Area 

md. Muralt Bluff Prairie 

8. 
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me. Muskego Park Hardwoods 

mf. Natural Bridge & Rockshelter 

n. Necedah Oak-Pine Natural and Managed 

na. Neda mine 

nb. Nelson-Trevino Bottoms 

nc. Newark Road Prairie 

nd. New Munster Bog Island 

neo New Observatory Woods 

O. Newport Conifer-Hardwoods 

oa. Oliver Prairie 

ob. Ottawa Lake Fen 

oc. Parfrey's Glen 

od. Peat Lake 

oe. Peninsula Park Beech Forest 

/ 

p. Peninsula Park White Cedar Forest 

pa. Pine Cliff 

pb. Pine Glen 

pc. Pine Hollow 

pd. Plagge Woods 

peo Plum Lake-Star Lake Hemlock Forest 

q. Point Beach Ridges 

qa. Powers Bluff Maple Woods 

qb. Putnam Park 

qc. Renak-Polak Maple-Beech Woods 

qd. Rice Lake-Thunder Lake Marsh 

qe. Ridges Sanctuary 

r. Ripon Prairie 

ra. Sander's Park Hardwoods 

9. 
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rb. Schmidt Maple Woods 

re. Scott Lake-Shelp Lake 

rd. Scuppernong Prairie 

re. SeagulI Bar 

s. Silver Lake Bog 

sa. Sister Islands 

sb. Spring Green Reserve 

sc. Spring Lake 

sd. Spruce Lake Bog 

Natural Area 

seo Swenson Prairie and Oak Opening 

t. Tamarack Creek Bog 

ta. Tellock's Hill Woods 

tb. Tiffany Bottoms 

te. Toft Point 

td. Tower Hill Bottoms 

te. Trenton Bluff Prairie 

u. Trout Lake Conifer Swamp 

ua.Two Creeks Buried Forest 

ube VanderBloemen Bog 

uc. Washburn County Pines 

ude Waterloo Fen & Springs 

ue. Waubesa Wetlands 

vo Waupun Park Maple Forest 

va. Wilderness Ridge 

vb. Wyalusing Walnut Forest 

vc. Wyalusing Hardwood Forest 

vd. Young Prairie 

10. 
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7. Other areas of a type designated as unique or unsuitable for 

surfaee mining. 

NR 132.04 Severability. ~f any seetion, paragraph, phrase, sentenee 

or elause of this ehapter be deelared irivalid or uneonstitutional for 

any reason, the remainder of this ehapter shall not be affected thereby. 

NR 132.05 Notifieation of intent to colleet data. (1) Any person 

intending to submit an applieation for a mining permit ~hall notify the 

department by registered mail prior to the eolleetion of data or information 

intended to be used to support the permit applieation. 

(2) The notice of intent to colleet data shall eontain the following 

information: 

(a) The name and address and telephone number of the person submitting 

the notice of intent. 

(b) A map showing the approximate loeation of the mining site. 

(e) The expeeted date when a mining permit applieation may be 

submitted pursuant to seetion NR 132.06, Wis Adm. Code. 

(d) 1. Speeifie enviro?mental data whieh was obtained, eolleeted or 

generated prior to the notice of intent to colleet data together with 

any substantiating baekground information whieh would assist the department 

in establishing the validity of the data. The substantiating baekground 

information shall inelude but not be limited to the following: 

a. Date obtained and methods employed. 

b. Person(s) obtaining, eolleeting and generating the data and 

their qualifieations. 

11. 
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e. Permits that were in effeet when the data and information which 

were obtained, eolleeted and generated prior to the notice of intent to 

mine. 

2. The department shall inform the person giving notice of intent 

to colleet data that the data will or will not be accepted by the department. 

The department shall state in writing the reasons for not accepting all 

the data 'or portions thereof. 

3. The department shall accept general environment al data or information 

such as soil characteristies, hydrologic conditions and air and water 

data eontained in p~blieations, maps, documents, studies, reports and 

similar sources, whether public or private, not prepared by or for the 

person. The department shall accept the data whieh is otherwise admissible 

that is collected prior to notification for purposes of evaluating 

another site or sites and which is not eollected with intent to evade 

the provisions of this ehapter. 

(3) Upon reeeipt of the notice of intent to colleet data, the 

department shall hold a public informational hearing on the mining 

proposal to determine the following: 

(a) Primary environment al concerns. 

(b) Desired information necessary to assess the proposed mining 

project. 

(e) Information the department may seek through independent studies. 

(d) List of persons desiring to reeeive notifieation of any departmental 

actions with regard to the proposed mining project. 

(4) (a) After review and consideration of the testimony given at 

the public hearing and all written comments received by the department 

within 45 days after public notice of receipt of a notice of intent to 

12. 
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mine, the department by registered mail shall notify the person giving 

notice of intent of speeifie informational requirements that the person 

must provide for a mining applieation and an environment al impaet report, 

the methodology to be used in gathering information, and speeifieally 

the type and quantity of information on the eharaeteristies of ground water 

resourees in the proposed mining site and a timely applieation date for 

all neeessary approvals, lieenses, eertifieations and permits. 

(5) All information,gathered by a person giving notice of intent to 

colleet data shall be submitted to the department as soon as it is in 

final form. After eonsultation with the person giving notice of intent 

to colleet data, the department may revise or modify the requirements 

regarding information whieh must be gathered and submitted. The department 

shall notify the person giving the notice of intent to colleet data by 

registered mail of the revisions or modifieations of its requirements 

and the reasons thereof; and if a seope of study pursuant to (6) below 

will be required. 

(6) (a) If requested by the department, the applieant shall develop 

a seope of study designed to eomply with the department's inforrnational 

requirements for department approval. The seope of study shall inelude 

the following: 

1. Identifieation of data requirements speeified by the department. 

2. Speeifie methodologies to be utilized in data eolleetion, data, 

proeessing, laboratory work and analysis. 

3. Deseription of the format in whieh the data will be presented in 

the impaet report,if such report is required. 

4. Tentative schedule for eolleetion of field data. 

5. Persons who will be responsible for data eolleetion, laboratory 

work and impaet analysis, ineluding their qualifieations. 

13. 
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(b) The seope of study shall be submitted to the department within 

120 days after the filing of notice of intent to colleet data. 

(e) The department shall review the proposed seope of study and 

shall accept, rejeet or make modifieations in the seope of study within 

60 days of its reeeipt. 

(d) The department may require the person and the person's eonsultant 

to submit any or all raw field data. 

NR 132.06 Applieation to mine. (1) No person may engage in mining 

or reelamation at any mining site that is not covered by a mining permit 

and a written authorization to mine as provided in seetion NR 132.09(3), 

Wis. Adm. Code. 

(2) Any operator wishing to engage in mining shall file an applieation 

in reprodueible form and 25 eopies thereof with the department upon 

forms prepared and furnished by the department. A mining applieation 

shall be submitted for eaeh mining site. No applieation for surfaee 

mining will be entertained by the department if within the previous 5 

years, the applieant or a different person who had reeeived a prospeeting 

permit for a site had eertified under s. 144.84(1), Stats., that he or 

she would not subsequently make appIieation for a permit to eonduet 

surfaee mining at the site. 

(3) The applieation shall be aeeompanied by the following: 

(a) A fee of $10,000 to eover the estimated eost of evaluating the 

operator's mining permit applieation. Upon eompletion of its evaluation, 

the department shall adjust this fee to refleet the aetual eost of 

evaluation less any fees paid for the same serviees to satisfy other 

requirements. Evaluation of a mining permit applieation shall be eomplete 

upon the issuanee of an order to grant or deny a mining permit. 

14. 



M-23-78c 

(b) A mining plan in accordance with section NR 132.07, Wis. Adm. 

Code. 

(e) A reelamation plan in aeeordance with seetion NR 132.08, Wis. 

Adm. Code. 

(d) A list of names and addresses of eaeh owner of land within the 

mining site and eaeh person known by the applieant to hold any option or 

lease on land within the mining site and all prospeeting and mining 

permits in this state held by the applieant. 

(e) Evidenee satisfaetory to the department that the applieant has 

applioed for neeessary approvals and permits under all applieable zoning 

ordinanees and that the operator has applied for all neeessary approvals, 

lieenses or permits required by the department. 

ef) Information as to whether the applieant, its parent, its prineipal 

shareholders, subsidiaries or affiliates in whieh it owns more than a 

40% interest, has forfeited any mining bonds in other states within the 

past 20 years, and the dates and loeations, if any. 

(g) Information relating to whether unsuitability may exist for 

surfaee mining to the extent not fully considered in s. 144.84, Stats. 

(h) An itemized statement showing the estimation of the eost to the 

state of reelamation. 

(i) Deseriptions of land eontiguous to the proposed mining site 

whieh the applieant owns, leases or has an option to purehase or lease. 

U) Other pertinent informatioh as the department may require. 

(4) The hearing proeedure outlined in s. 144.836, Stats., shall 

govern all hearings on the operator's mining permit applieation unIess 

an applicant qualifies for and eleets to proeeed aeeording to those 

proeedures in effeet at the time of the applieation. 

15. 
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NR 132.07 Mining plan. The mining plan shall inelude the following: 

(1) A detailed map of the proposed mining site in aeeordanee with 

s. 144.85(3)(a), Stats. 

(2) Details of the nature, extent and final eonfiguration of the 

proposed exeavation and mining site ineluding loeation and total produetion 

of tailings and other mining refuse, and nature and depth of overburden. 

(3) Details of the proposed operating proeedures ineluding: 

(a) Mining operation sequenee. 

(b) Handling of overburden materials. 

(e) Tailing produetion, handling and final disposition. 

(d) Ore proeessing ineluding milling, eoneentrating, refining, etc. 

(e) Storage, loading and transportation of final produet. 

(f) Ground and surfaee water management teehniques ineluding 

provisions for erosion prevention and drainage eontrol. 

Cg) Plans for eolleetion, treatment and diseharge of any water 

resulting from the operation. 

(h) Plans for air quality protection. 

(i) Measures fpr notifying the public and responsible governmental 

ageneies of potentially hazardous eonditions ineluding the movement or 

aeeumulation of toxie wastes in ground and surfaee water, soils and 

vegetation and other eonsequenees of the operation of importanee to 

public health, safety and welfare. 

(4) Evidenee satisfaetory to the department that the proposed 

mining operation will eomply with the following minimum standards: 

(a) Grading and stabilization of exeavation, sides and benehes to 

conform with state and federal safety requirements and to prevent erosion 

and environmental pollution. 
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(b) Grading and stabilization of deposits of mining refuse in 

eonformanee with state and federal safety requirements and solid waste 

laws and regulations. 

(e) Stabilization of merehantable by-produets. 

(d) Adequate diversion and drainage of water from the mining site 

to prevent erosion and eontamination of surfaee and ground waters. 

(e) Baekfilling of exeavations where such proeedure will not interfere 

with the mining operation. 

(f) Adequate eovering or storage of all pollutant bearing minerals 

or materials to conform with state and federal regulations governing 

such materials. 

(g)Removal and stoekpiling, or other measures to proteet topsoils 

prior to mining. 
r 

(h) Maintenanee of adequate vegetative eover where feasible to 

prevent erosion. 

(i) Impoundment of water where neeessary in a safe and environmentally 

aeeeptable mannere 

(j) Adequate sereening of the mining site where such sereening is 

deemed neeessary by the department. 

(k) Identifieation and prevention of pollution as defined in s. 

l44.0l(Jl), Stat's., resulting from leaehing of waste materials, in 

aeeordanee with state and federal solid waste laws and regulations. 

(1) Identifieation and prevention of signifieant pollution as 

defined in S. 144.30(9), Stats. 

NR, 132.08 Reelamation plan. The reelamation plan for the mining 

site shall inelude the following: 

17. 
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(1) Detailed information and maps on reelamation proeedures ineluding: 

(a) Manner, loeation, sequenee and antieipated duration of reelamation. 

(b) Ongoing reelamation proeedures during mining operations. 

(e) Proposed interim and final topography and slope stabilization. 

(d) Proposed final land use and relationship to surrounding land 

and land use. 

(e) Plans for long-term maintenanee of mining site ineluding: 

1. Monitoring of wastes and surfaeeand ground water quality. 

2. Names of persons legally and operationally responsible for long­

term maintenanee. 

(f) Projeeted eosts of reelamation ineluding estimated eost to the 

state of fulfilling the reelamation plan. 

(2) Evidenee satisfaetory to the department that the proposed 

reelamation will conform with the following minimum standards: 

(a) All toxie and hazardous wastes; refuse, tailings and other 

solid waste shall be disposed of in solid or hazardous waste land 

disposal facilities lieensed under ch. 144, Stats., or otherwise in an 

environmentally sound manner. 

(b) All tunneIs, shafts or other underground openings shall be 

sealed in a manner whieh will prevent seepage of water in amounts whieh 

may be expeeted to ereate a safety, health or environmental hazard, 

unIess the applieant ean demonstrate alternative uses whieh do not 

endanger public health and safety and whieh conform to applieable 

environment al protection and mine safety laws and rules. 

(e) All underground and surfaee runoff waters from mining sites 

shall be managed, impounded or treated so as to keep soil erosion to the 

extent praetieable, flooding, damage to agrieultural lands or livestock, 
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damage to wild animals, pollution of surfaee or ground waters, damage to 

public health or threats to public safety. 

(d) All surfaee struetures eonstrueted as a part of the mining 

aetivities shall be removed, unIess they are eonverted to an aceeptable 

alternate use. 

(e) Adequate measures shall be taken to prevent signifieant surfaee 

subsidenee, but if such subsidenee does oeeur, the affeeted area shall 

be reelaimed. 

(f) All topsoil from surfaee areas disturbed by the mining operation 

shall be removed and stored in an environmentally aeeeptable manner for 

use in reelamation. 

(g) All disturbed surfaee areas shall be revegetated as soon as 

praetieable after the disturbanee to stabilize slopes and prevent air 

and water pollution, with the objeetive of reestablishing a variety of 

plants and animals indigenous to the area immediately prior to mining, 

unIess such reestablishment is ineonsistent with the provisions of s. 

144.81(15), Stats. Plant speeies not indigenous to the area may be us ed 

if neeessary to provide rapid stabilization of slopes and prevention of 

erosion, if sueh.species are aeeeptable to the department, but the 

ultimate goal of reestablishment of indigenous speeies sh all be maintained. 

(h) All operations shall minimize disturbanee to wetlands and 

conform with all applieable state and federal laws and regulations 

pertaining to wetlands. 

(3) If it is physically or eeonomieally impracticable or environmentally 

or soeially undesirable for the reelamation process to return the affeeted 

area to its original state, the reasons therefor and a diseussion of 

alternative eonditions and uses to whieh the affeeted area ean be put. 
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(4) If the anticipated life and total area of the mineraI deposit 

are of sufficient magnitude as determined by the department, a comprehensive 

long-term plan showing, in detail satisfactory to the department, the 

manner, location and estimated sequential timetable for reclamation of 

the entire area of contiguous land which will be affected by mining and 

which is owned, le'ased or under option for purchase or lease by the 

operator at the time of application. When a mineraI deposit lies on or 

under the lands of more than one operator, the department shall require 

the operators to submit mutually consistent comprehensive plans. 

NR 132.09 Issuance. (1) UnIess denied pursuant to section NR 

132.10, Wis. Adm. Code, the department shall issue a mining permit to 

the applicant 90 days following completion of the public hearing record. 

(2) After issuance of the permit but prior to connnencing mining, 

the operator shall file with the department the following: 

(a) A bond payable to the state of Wisconsin department of natural 

resourees conditioned upon faithful performance of all requirements of 

ss. 144.80 to 14-4.94, Stats., and - the provisions of this chapter. 

1. The amount of the bond or other security required shall be equal 

to the estimated cost to the state of fulfilling the reclamation plan, 

in relation to that portion of the site that will be disturbed by the 

end of the following year. The estimated cost of reclamation shall be 

determined by the department on the basis of those factors listed in 

section NR 132.07, Wis. Adm. Code. In lieu of a bond, the operator may 

deposit cash, certificates of deposit or government securities with the 

department. Interest received on certificates of depos1t and government 

securities shall be paid to the operator. 
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2. The bond shall be issued by a surety company licensed to do 

business in Wisconsin. If the surety company's license to do business 

is revoked or suspended, the operator, within 30 days after receiving 

written notice thereof from the department, shall substitute surety 

underwritten by a surety companylicensed to do business in Wisconsin. 

Upon failure of the operatorto make a substitution, the department 

shall suspend the operator's mining permit until substitution has been 

made. 

3. Each bond shall provide that the bond shall not be cancelled by 

the surety, exeept after not less than 90 days notice to the department 

in writing by registered or certified mail. Not less than 30 days prior 

to the expiration of the 90 day notice of caneellation, the operator 

shall deliver to the department a replaeement bond in the absenee of 

which' all mining shall cease. 

(b) A eertifieate of insuranee certifying that the operator has in 

foree a liability insuraneepolicy issued by an insuranee company authorized 

to do business in this state or in lieu of a certifieate of insurance, 

evidence that the operator has satisfied state or federal self-insurance 

requirements covering all mining of the operator in this state and 

affording personal injury and property damage protection in a total 

amount deemed adequate by the department but not less than $50,000. 

(3) Upon receipt of a satisfactory reelamation bond and the certHieate 

of insuranee, the department shall give written authorization to the 

operator to eommenee mining in aeeordance with the mining and reelamation 

plans. 
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NR 132.10 Denial. (1) The department shall deny a mining perm~t if 

it finds the following: 

(a) The mining plan and reelamation plan will not result in reelamat~on 

of the mining site consistent with ss. 144.80 to 144.94, Stats., and the 

provisions of this ehapter. 

(b) The proposed operation will not eomply with all applieable air, 

ground and surfaee water and solid and toxie waste disposal laws and 

rules of the department. 

(e) In the ease of a surfaee mine, the site is unsuitable for 

surfaee mining. 

(d) The proposed mine will endanger public health, safety or welfare. 

ee) The proposed mine will re sult in a net substantial adverse 

eeonomie impaet in the area reasonably expeeted to be most impaeted by 

the mining aetivity. 

ef) The proposed mining operation does not conform with all applieable 

zoning ordinanees. 

Cg) The applieant is inviolation'of ss. 144.80 to 144.94, Stats., 

and the provi~ions of this ehapter. 

eh) The applieant has previously failed and eontinues to fail to 

eomply with ss. 144.80 to 144.94, Stats., and the provisions of this 

ehapter. 

(i) The applieant has within the previous 20 years forfeited any 

bond posted in aeeordanee with mining aetivities in this state unIess .by 

mutual agreement with the state. 

(j) Any offieer or direetor of the applieant, while employed by the 

appIieant, the applieant's parent eorporation, any of the applieant's 

prineipal shareholders or any of the applieant's subsidiaries or affiliates 
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in which the applicant owns more than a 40% interest, has within the 

previous20 years forfeited any bond posted in accordance with mining 

activities in this state, unIess by mutual agreement with the state. 

(k) The proposed mining activity may reasonably be expected to 

create the following situations: 

1. Landslides or substantial deposition from the proposed operation 

in stream or lake beds which cannot be feasibly prevented. 

2. Significant surface subsidence which cannot be reclaimed because 

of the geologic characteristics present at the proposed site. 

3. Hazards resulting in irreparable damage to any of the following, 

which cannot be prevented under the requirements of ss. 144.80 to 144.94, 

Stats., avoided to the extent applicable by removal from the area of 

hazard or mitigated by purchase or by obtaining the consent of the 

owner: 

a. Dwelling houses. 

b. Public buildings. 

c. Schools. 

d. Churches. 

e. Cemeteries. 

f. Commercial or institutional buildings. 

g. Public roads. 

h. Other public property designated by the department. 

4. Irreparable environmental damage to lake or stream bodies despite 

adherence to the requirements of ss. 144.80 to 144.94, Stats. This 

subdivision does not apply to an activity which the department has 

authorized pursuant' to statute, except that the destruction or filling 

in of alake bed shall not be authorized notwithstanding any other 

provision of law. 
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(2) If an application for a mining permit is denied, the department 

within 90 days of eomp1etion of the hearing re cord shal1 furnish the 

operator findings of faet, conelusions of lawand order setting forth 

the reasons for denial. 

NR 132.11 Permit review and modifieation. (1) The department shal1 

review the mining and rec1amation p1ans annua11y after the date of the 

mining permit issuanee or a review as provided in seetion NR 132.11(2), 

Wis. Adm. Code. 

(2) If the department finds that beeause of changing conditions, 

ine1uding but not limited to changes in rec1amation costs, ree1amation 

teehno1ogy, minimum standards in s. 144.83, Stats., or government land 

use p1ans, the reelamation p1an for a mining site is no longer sufficient 

to reasonab1y provide for rec1amation of the mining site consistent with 

ss. 144.80 to 144.94, Stats., and the provisions of this ehapter, the 

department shall require the applieant to submit amended mining and 

ree1amation p1ans whieh sha11 be proeessed in the same manner as an 

applieation for an original mining permit. The app1ieant shall be 

deemed to hold a temporary mining permit whieh shall be effeetive unti1 

the amended mining permit is issued or denied. 

(3) Ca} If an operator desires to amend or eaneel a permit, mining 

plan or reelamation plan, an amended applieation sha11 be submitted to 

the department on forms provided by the department. An applieation for 

an inerease or decrease in the area of a mining site or for a ehange in 

the mining or reelamation p1ans shall be proeessed in the same manner as 

an original applieation for a mining permit. If 5 or more interested 

persons do not request a hearing in writing within 30 days of notice 

under s. 144.836(3), Stats., no hearing need be held on the modifieation. 
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(b) If the amended applieation is to eaneel any or all of a mining 

site where no mining has taken place, the department sha1l order the 

release of the bond or security or portions thereof posted on the land 

being removed fromthe mining site and eaneel or amend the operator's 

written authorization to eonduet mining on the maning site. 

NR 132.12 Certifieates of eompletion and bond release. (1) (a) Not 

less than 4 years after notifieation to the department of eompletion of 

the ree1amation plan, the operator may petition the department to reduee 

the amount of the bond. After public hearing eondueted pursuant to s. 

144.836, Stats., the department shall issue a eertifieate of eompletion 

provided the operator has fulfilled its duties under the reelamation 

plan. 

(2) Upon issuanee of a eertifieate of completion, the department 

shall reduee the amount of the bond or security to an amount equa1 to 

the estimated eost of reelamation of the portion of the mining site for 

whieh a eertifieate of eompletion has not been issued. 

(3) Upon issuanee of a eertifieate or eeftifieates of eompletion of 

reelamation for the entire mining site, the department shall require the 

operator to maintain a bond equal to at least 10% of the eost to the 

state of reelaiming the entire mining site if mining of the site was 

wholly underground or at least 20% of the eost to the state of reelamation 

of the entire mining site if any surfaee" mining was eondueted. 

(4) After 20 years after issuanee of the latest eertifieate or 

eertifieates of eomp1etion for the mining site, the department shall 

release the bond or security if the department determines that the 

operator has eomplied with the reelamation plan. 
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NR 132.13 Inspections. (1) Any du1y authorized officer, emp10ye or 

representative of the department may enter ~nd inspect any property, 

premises or place on or at a mining site at any reasonab1e time for the 

purpose of ascertaining the state of comp1iance with this chapter and 

ss. 144.80 to 144.94, Stats. 

(2) No operator may refuse entry or access to any authorized 

representative of the department who requests entry for purposes of 

inspection and who presents appropriate credentia1s. 

(3) No person may obstruct, hamper or interfere with any such 

inspection. 

NR 132.14 Confidentia1ity.lf the department finds beyond a reasonab1e 

doubt, on verified app1ication by an operator, that any specific data 

submitted under ss. 144.80 to 144.94, Stats., relating to controIs, 

tonnages or grades of ore production, if made pub1ic'wou1d divu1ge 

methods or processes entitled to protection as trade secrets of such 

operator, the department sha11 consider such data or portion thereof as 

limited for the confidentia1 use of the department unIess such operator 

express1y agrees to its pub1ication or public avai1abi1ity. 
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The foregoing rules were approved and adopted by the State of Wiseonsin 

Natural Resourees Board on August 24, 1978. 

The rules eontained herein shall take effeet upon publieation. 

Dated at Madison, Wiseonsin __ --:....---=~~~'-IL-=-:..!....;;lo~......:.. __ lq__.,.;7~g~ ______ _ 

STATE OF WISCONSIN DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES 

BY_~~_' ~ ___ 12 __ ~ ______ _ 

S. Earl, Seeretary 

(SEAL) 

27. 


