
STATE OF WISCONSIN ) 
) SS. 

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION ) 

TO ALL TO WHOM THESE PRESENTS SHALL COME, GREETINGS: 

I, James L. Karns, Administrator of the Division of Motor Vehicles of the 

Wisconsin Department of Transportation, and legal custodian of the official 

records of said division, do hereby certify that the annexed, attached Chapter 

MVD 12, entitled "Leasing of Vehicles by Private Carriers," marked "Exhibit A", 

have been duly approved and adopted by me as Administrator of said division, 

this vi£ dday of August 1970. 

I further certify that these newly-adopted rules attached to my Order as 

"Exhibit A11 which are being filed with the offices of the Revisor of Statutes 

and Secretary of State, respectively, have been compared by me with the original 

on file in this division; and, that each respective copy, including "Exhibit A11
, 

is a true and correct copy of the original Order and attached "Exhibit A" on file 

with this division .. 

(SEAL) . 

IN TESTIJ.YIONY WHEREOF, I have hereunto 

set my hand and affixed the official 

seal of the Department of Transporta-

tion at the Hill Farms State Office 

Building in the city of Madison, Wiscon

sin this c;?4!fday of AugustJ.Q70. 
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//. Adrninistt'ator ·· 
Divisioh of Motor Vehicles 
Wisconsin Department of T"~ansportation 



8EFORI H DD'~ OF ~PORl'ATION OF S STA'rE OF wmcoNSIN 
DIVISlON OF MJroR VEHICLES 

--------------·---·-----------------------• 

------------------------------------------

Fu.rauant to autboritf vested 1n the Admintatratw or tbe Divllion ot MotQr 

Vebtelff of the Wi.$00P:Wl ~t ot ~portaJ1on ~ s.otton ll0 .. 06, 

W1a .. Stats.,, and 1n ~e With Obapter 2'Zf • ~ more spec1t1eaJ.4r 1n 

a~e with 194 .. 43, Wis. St&ts.i w, after due •t1oe am. public heat'ing 

held the llth da, of AYgwlt 1970; s.zn, after 4\1& consideration to the QbJeetions 

~ ~st:Lom of tho$e peraom. atte~ sum public ~ing relat1• -oo ~ 

various portions ot tne J!Ul•i 

IT m BERDY ~. '!bat Obapter MW 12 or the WiscOnatln ~~t1ve 

Code, entttled "Leasing of Vebiolea by Prl.V$te Cal;Tiera, ~ u ~ repctaled 

and recreated. as et forth 1n the attached ~1t A" , adopted ~ • and made 

a pa.rt ot this Ol"der bJ nte~. 

(SEAL) 



Chapter MVD 12 
LEASING OF VEHICLES BY PRIVATE CARRIERS 

MVD 12. 01 Applicability MVD 12.04 Approval 
MVD 12.05 Records 

"EXHIBIT A" 

MVD 12.02 Lease of Motor Vehicles 
MVD 12.03 Interstate and Foreiqn MVD 12.06 Prohibited Practice 

Commerce 

MVD 12.01 Applicability. No private motor carrier of property 
as defined in section 194.01 Wis. Stats., shall operate any leased 
motor vehicle on the highways of j'Jisconsin without complying with 
the provisions of this order except for motor vehicles qualifying 
under the following exemptions: · 

(1) Trailers and semitrailers. 

(2) A vehicle owned by a rental company when such vehicle bears 
a p:r:i vate lessor plate issued in accordance with section 19 4. 4 4 ( 2) , 
Wis. Stats. , and is in compliance with any other MVD regulations 
with respect thereof. 

(3} A vehicle owned by a nonresident rental company and rented 
or leased without driver for a period of less than 30 days providing: 

(a) The vehicle displays a prorate plate, tax plate, photocopy 
of Wisconsin Blanket Fleet Reciprocity Authorization or other 
applicable reciprocity registration issued to the rental company 
in accordance with Chapter 341.42 Wis. Stats., and 

(b) A copy of the rental agreement is carried on the vehicle to 
be made available for inspection immediately upon the request of 
any law enforcement officer. 

(4) Motor vehicles which are operated under a plan of operation 
approved by the Division of Motor Vehicles. 

MVD 12.02 Lease of motor vehicles •. A lease for the use of a 
motor vehicle must comply with each of the following requirements: 

(1) Shall be in writing and signed by the parties thereto or their 
regular employees or agents duly authorized to act for them in the 
execution of contracts, leases, or other arrangements. 

(2) Sha.11 provide for the exclusive possession, control and use 
of motor vehicle involved, by the lessee, and the complete assump
tion by such lessee of full responsibility to the public and all 
regulatory agencies having jurisdiction during the entire period 
of the aqreernent. This provision shall not prohibit the lessor 
from obtaining possession of the motor vehicle for purposes of 
maintenance, repairs, or because of violation of the lease agreement. 

(3) Shall specify the names and addresses of all parties of the 
lease agreement. 

(4) Shall show the year, make and identification, motor or serial 
number of the motor vehicle as shown on the registration card issued 
for such vehicle. 



(5) Shall indicate.the basis and method of compensation. 

(6) Shall specify the time the lease begins and the time or the 
circumstances under which it ends. If a definite date of termina
tion is not stated in the lease or if the lease is cancelled or 
terminated on a date other than specified in the agreement, the 
Department must be notifiecl in writing immediately. 

(7) Shall state the general purpose for which the vehicle or 
vehicles are to be used. 

(8) Shall specify that the driver of the vehicle or vehicles 
is an employee of the lessee, and the lessee thereby assumes res
ponsibility for his wages, unemp1oyment and workmen's compensation 
insurance, and social security r:equirements. 

(9) Shall be executed in quadruplicate: and the original shall 
be retained by the lessee, one copy shall be retained by the owner, 
one copy shall be carried on the vehicle during the entire period 
of the lease, and shall be made available for insnection irnrnecJiately 
upon the request of any law enforcement officer, ·and one copy filed 
with the Division of Motor Vehicles, Madison, Wisconsin, by the 
lessee. 

(a) Unless a copy of the lease is carried on the motor vehicle, 
as provided in section 12. 02 (9) , the lessee shall prepare a 
statement certifying: 

1. The motor vehicle is being operated by the lessee. 
2. The name of the owner. 
3. The specific description of the vehicle as in 12.02 (4). 
4. The date of the lease. 
5. The period of the lease. 

{b) This certificate shall be carried on the vehicle specified 
therein during the entire period of the lease (unless a copy of 
the lease is carried) and shall be made available for inspection 
upon the request of any law enforcement officer. 

MVD 12.03 Interstate and foreign commerce. Motor carriers operat
ing in interstate and foreign commerce shall comply with MVD 12. 02 
insofar as section 194.03 (4) of the Wis. Stats. provides. 

MVD 12. 04 Approval. No such leased vehicle may be operated by the 
lessee on Wisconsin· highways until the lease has been approved by the 
Division of Motor Vehicles. 

MVD 12. 05 RP.cords. ( 1) The Public Service Commission and Wiscon·
sin Department of Transportation, Division of Motor Vehicles, or their 
duly authorized agents shall, during normal business hours, have 
access and authority to inspect, examine, and copy any and all accounts, 
books, records, memorandums, correspondence, and other documents per
taining to the private carrier lease operations. These records must 
be made available. in \'lisconsin by the lessor and lessee within a 
reasonable time, upon request of the Public Service Commission or 
Department of Transportation. 



(2) All records pertaining to the private carrier lease operation 
shall be preserved for a period of not less than three years from the 
date of termination by the lessor and lessee. 

(3) The lessee of private carrier leases filed with the Division 
of Motor Vehicles seven or more years may be notified in writing 
that, unless notice of renewal is filed with said Division within 
90 days from the date of mailing of the notice, such lease shall be 
deemed to have expired. The lease may then be removed from file 
and transmitted to the State Records Center and destroyed on order 
of the Public Records Board. Further operation of leased vehicles 
will require the filing of a new lease agreement with the Division 
of Motor Vehicles. 

(4) Leases which have expired, as indicated by a date of termina
tion in the lease or leases which are cancelled or terminated in 
writing to the Division by the lessee or lessor, may also be removed 
from file and transmitted to the State Records Center and destroy.ed, 
on order of the Public Records Board. 

MVD 12.06 (1) Proh~bited practice. No person holding a Wisconsin 
contract motor carrier license or common carrier of property certifi
cate shall ~e granted reciprocity registration as a rental company 
unless authorized by the Department upon application and for good 
cause shown or except as provided in 105 7. 6 (b) of the Interstate 
Commerce· Commission rules and re~1ul ations. 


