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Assumptions Used in Arriving at Fiscal Estimate

2023 Senate Bill 911 (SB-911) would require, by non-statutory provision, the Department of Administration
(Department) o establish a competitive grant program to award grants to public and private schools to improve
the safety of school buildings and to provide security training to school personnel. Under the bill, administration
of the grant program would be delegated to the board of control of Cooperative Educational Service Agency 6
(CESA 8), which would be required to give preference to applicants who have not received grants for school
safety under s. 165.88, Wis. Stats., from the Department of Justice.

The bill would create a new biennial GPR appropriation under s. 20.505 (4) (dw), Wis. Stats., School safety
grants, and would provide that appropriation account with $30,000,000 GPR in FY2023-24, and $0 in FY2024-
25. The program would expire June 30, 2025, after which time no grants may be awarded under the program,
and the appropriation under s. 20.505 (4) (dw) would likewise expire and its statutory language would be
repealed.

The bill does not specify the degree to which the Department must oversee the management of the program,
and a memorandum of understanding would be required between the CESA 6 and the Department accordingly.
The Department anticipates that it would establish general program guidelines and would coordinate with
CESA 6 in provision of the funds and in ensuring compliance with the purposes of the program, including the
required applicant prioritization preference as described above. The Department or CESA 6 would be required
to coordinate with the Department of Justice in ascertaining whether any given applicant is a recipient of their
grants for school safety. There are no reporting requirements in the bill, nor does the bill specify whether CESA
6 would be granted the funds on a reimbursement basis or as an advance payment.

It is anticipated that the Department would be able to absorb the workload associated with coordination with
CESA 6 and the establishment of the program within current position and expenditure authority. An increase in
financial management support would also be required from the Department of Administration’s Division of
Enterprise Operations (DEO) such as for assisting in meeting any reporting requirements that may be
established, managing draws, and monitoring audits. DEO anticipates it would be able to absorb the workload
within current staffing levels and expenditure authority.

Long-Range Fiscal Implications
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