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LRB Number 13-349211 

Description 

Fiscal Estimate Narratives 

SPD 3/11/2014 

I Introduction Number AB-0853 I Estimate Type Original 

Retum of a seized firearm to the person who owns the firearm 

Assumptions Used in Arriving at Fiscal Estimate 

The State Public Defender (SPD) is statutorily authorized and required to appoint attorneys to represent 
indigent defendants in criminal and certain commitment proceedings. The SPD plays a major role in 
ensuring that the Wisconsin justice system complies with the right to counsel provided by both the state and 
federal constitutions. Any legislation has the potential to increase SPD costs if it creates a new criminal 
offense, expands the definition of an existing criminal offense, or increases the penalties for an existing 
offense. 

Current law specifies a process and criteria for courts and police officers to use to determine ownership of 
property that has been seized by a police officer and to decide if, how, and when to return the seized 
property. Under this bill, if a firearm is seized, the firearm must be returned to the person who owns the 
firearm within 48 hours of the district attorney declining to file charges against the person in connection with 
the seizure, within 48 hours of the dismissal of the charges against the person in connection with the 
seizure, within 48 hours of the trial court reaching final disposition of all charges against the person in 
connection with the seizure if the person is not adjudged guilty, if no charges against the person are filed in 
connection with the seizure six months after the seizure, or within five business days after determining that 
the person did not have prior knowledge of and did not consent to the activity that resulted in the seizure. 

This bill has no fiscal effect on the SPD. 

Long-Range Fiscal Implications 


