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:

State of Wisconsin
Department of Natural Resources

NOTICE TO PRESIDING OFFICERS
OF PROPOSED RULEMAKING

Pursuant to s. 227.19, Stats., notice is hereby given that final draft rules are
being submitted to the presiding officer of each house of the legislature. The
rules being submitted are:

Board Order No.: FR-04-10
Clearinghouse Number CR-10-031
Subject of Rules: Timber Stumpage Values and

Administration of Managed Forest Law

Date of Transmittal: July 19, 2010

Send a copy of any correspondence or notices pertaining to the rule to:

Linda Haddix
Department Rules Coordinator
101 South Webster, LS/8
P O Box 7921
Madison, WI 53707-7921

An electronic copy of the proposed rules submittal may be obtained by
contacting: Linda.haddix@wisconsin.gov



REPORT TO LEGISLATURE
NR 48, Wis. Adm. Code
Board Order No. FR-04-10
Clearinghouse Rule No. 10-031

Basis and Purpose of the Proposed Rule

Changes to streamline the MFL program are being done to clarify how the department will create
an extension to the application deadlines for landowners who purchase expiring forest crop law
lands, clarify requirements for additions to existing managed forest law lands, amend the certified
plan writer reporting requirements for pian preparation costs and requirements for making an offer
to landowners for management plan writing services, amend the department billing requirements
when invoicing landowners for management plan preparation, and amend the stocking
requirements for management of plantations.

1. Exemption for forest crop law expiration: Changes to NR 46.16(1)(cm) and NR
46.18(5)(c) would create an exemption for landowners who purchase expiring forest crop
law lands within 18 months prior to expiration and who would like to apply for managed
forest law. Purchasers of expiring forest crop land may not have the time or opportunity to
meet managed forest law application deadlines, causing the forest crop land to expire
and placed on the regular ad valorem property tax roll. Landowners whose forest crop
lands are not enrofled into managed forest law must pay a termination tax based on the
value of standing timber. Changes to NR 46 would allow for an additional period of time
for landowners to enroll in the managed forest law program.

2. Additions to existing managed forest land: Recent changes to NR 46.16(5)
required that landowners enroll lands by municipality except when lands on either side
of the municipal line do not meet eligibility requirements. Changes to NR 46.16(7) will
require that the same eligibility requirements apply to additions as well as new
enroliments so that additions across municipal lines are done only in situations where
lands cannot qualify for a new entry under NR 46.17 and s. 77.82(1)(a), Stats.

3. Amendments to reporting, offer for service, and billing requirements. Amending
NR 46.165(4)(f), repealing NR 46. 18(7)(c), and amending NR 46.18(8)(b) would
streamline administrative processes.

NR 46.165(4)(f) would eliminate the requirement that certified plan writers report plan
writing services using a base rate and cost per acre. Many certified plan writers bill
landowners for plan writing services by using only a cost per acre or hourly rate.
Eliminating a base rate would make it easier for all certified plan writers to submit
cost data to the department. ,

NR 46.18(7)(c) would be deleted. This provision states how a certified plan writer
makes an offer for plan writing services to a landowner. The department has no
mechanism to insure that this provision is completed by certified plan writers, nor
should the department set business practices for certified plan writers through the
forest tax law administrative rules. Guidance on what an offer for plan writing
services can be discussed verbally for certified plan writers who need additional
information.

NR 46.18(8)(b) would be amended to reflect that the department will no longer
charge a base rate and per acre fee when billing landowners for plan writing
services. The billing will include only a per acre rate to reflect the information required
from certified plan writers in NR 46.165(4)(f) Wis. Admin Code.



4. Amendments to plantation stocking requirements: Stocking requirements are
established to determine when lands are adequately stocked and capable of fully
utilizing the site to grow forest products in a reasonable time frame. Fully stocked
stands can be thinned or harvested at regular intervals, providing Wisconsin's forest
products industry with valuable raw material and local municipalities with a periodic
income through payment of severance and yield taxes.

The minimum medium density for plantations has been established at 600 trees per
acre. Current research has shown that plantations have the ability to fully utilize the
size at lower densities than was previously determined, as long as the trees are evenly
distributed throughout an area. NR 46.02(24m) and NR 46.18(2) will be amended to
establish the minimum medium density for plantations at 400 trees per acre to reflect
this new information.

Summary of Public Comments

Attendance at the public hearing decreased this year compared to pa'st years. Submittal of written
comments during the public comment period also decreased.

One written comment by letter from Mr. Scott Henker — Plum Creek Timber supporting the
decreasing of the medium density tree plantation requirement.

Appearances at the Public Hearing

April 14, 2010 - Stevens Point

As interest may appear:

Juris Repsa, 1011 Cheryl Court, Port Edwards, WI 54469-1164
in support — none

In opposition — none

May 13, 2009 - Madison — no appearances

Modifications Made

No modifications were made due to public comment. No modifications were requested by the
Natura! Resources Board.

Changes to Rule Analysis and Fiscal Estimate

No modifications were made to the rule analysis or fiscal estimate as a result of the public
comments.

Response to Legislative Council Rules Clearinghouse Report

All Clearinghouse comments were addressed.

Final Requlatory Flexibility Analysis

Certified Plan Writers will be impacted by the proposed rule by changing the manner in which
they report management plan cost data to the department.



ORDER OF THE STATE OF WISCONSIN NATURAL RESOURCES BOARD
REPEALING AND RECREATING RULES

The Wisconsin Natural Resources Board proposes an order to amend NR46.02(24m), create
NR46.16(1)(cm), amend NR46.16(7), amend NR46.165(4)(f), amend NR486.18(2)(d), create
NR46.18(5)(c), repeal NR 46.18(7)(c), amend NR 46.18(8)(b), repeal NR46.30(2).

FR-04-10

Analysis Prepared by the Department of Natural Resources

Statutes interpreted: Section 77.06 (2) and subch. VI Ch. 77, Stats .

Statutory authority: Sections 77.06 (2), 77.82 (3) (c), 77.91 (1), Wis. Stats., and 227.11(2)(a),
Wis. Stats. Section 77.82 gives implicit authority to the department to create rules for processing
petitions.

Analysis of proposed rules.

Annual Stumpage Rate Adjustment: Due to the enactment of Act 365 on May 18, 2010 the
annual stumpage values are no longer promulgated through the rules process and have been
removed from this rules package. The department is developing processes to determine the
annual stumpage rates for future years.

Amendments to minimum _medium_density of plantations in NR 46.02(24m) and NR
46.18(2)(d): Stocking requirements are established to determine when lands are adequately
stocked and capable of fully utilizing the site to grow forest products in a reasonable time
frame. Fully stocked stands can be thinned or harvested at regular intervals, providing
Wisconsin’s forest products industry with valuable raw material and local municipalities with
a periodic income through payment of severance and yield taxes.

The minimum medium density for plantations has been established at 600 trees per acre.
Current research has shown that plantations have the ability to fully utilize the size at lower
densities than was previously determined, as long as the trees are evenly distributed
throughout an area. NR 46.02(24m) and NR 46.18(2) will be amended to establish the
minimum medium density for a plantation at 400 trees per acre to reflect this new
information.

Amendments to the managed forest law petition deadlines and management plans if
petitions from owners of land entered as forest crop land are subject to an ownership
change within 18 months prior to the end of the forest crop law contract period in NR
46.16(1)(cm) and NR 46.18(5)(c).

Landowners who purchase expiring forest crop law lands within 18 months prior to the
expiration of forest crop law contract may be interested in enrolling in the managed forest
law program. New landowners, depending upon the date of purchase, may find it difficult to
meet the petition deadlines established by statute and administrative code. Forest crop law
lands that are not immediately enrolled in the managed forest law are placed on the regular
property tax rolls and landowners are assessed a termination tax.
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NR 46.16(1)(cm) is created to allow landowners who purchase expiring forest crop law lands
within 18 months prior to the end of the forest crop law expiration the opportunity to apply for
the July 1 petition deadline or later for good cause to be considered for designation effective
the following January 1. '

Management plans would need to be developed by certified plan writers, however
management plans would not need to have been previously reviewed by the department by
the deadline date of March 1. Department review of the managed forest law petition will be
done according to the provisions of NR 46.18(5).

Amendments to the requirements for additions to existing managed forest land in NR

46.16(7).

Recent changes to NR 46.16(5) required that landowners enrol! lands by municipality except
when lands on either side of the municipal line do not meet eligibility requirements. Changes
to NR 46.16(7) will require that the same eligibility requirements apply to additions as well as
new enrollments so that additions across municipal lines are done only in situations where
lands cannot qualify for a new entry under NR 46.17 and s. 77.82(1)(a), Stats.

Amendment to the format that Certified Plan Writers submit plan writing data to the
department in NR 46.165(4)(f):

The method/in which certified plan writers submit their plan preparation costs for work done
in the previous 12 months is being amended to make it easier for certified plan writers to
submit the data.

Currently, NR 46.165(4)(f) requires that certified plan writers submit their plan preparation
cost by base rate per plan plus the cost per acre. Many certified plan writers charge clients
an hourly rate or a per acre rate. These certified plan writers are not able to easily
determine their base rate and cost per acre.

The change to administrative code will eliminate the requirement to submit a base rate per
plan.

The department collects this information in order to determine the average cost of plan
writing services statewide. This average value is used to charge landowners for plan
writing services on plans that the department writes.

Eliminate the requirement that offers for plan writing services must be in writing and
quarantee that plans are submitted for the following July 1 deadline in NR 46.18(7)(c):

Management plans that are submitted for the July 1 petition deadline without a management
plan or indicating a certified plan writer are placed on a management plan referral list.
Certified plan writers are given the opportunity to offer plan writing services to landowners.

NR 46.18(7)(c) provided that certified plan writers must submit their offers in writing and
include the cost for the management plan preparation service and guarantee that an
approvable plan will be completed by the following July 1. The department does not require
that it receive a copy of the offer, only that a certified plan writer report that an offer has been
made within 5 days of the offer under NR 46.18(7)(d).
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The managed forest law statutes and administrative codes establish the eligibility and
management provisions of the program, but do not establish the business practices of
certified plan writers in working with private landowners. Additionally, the cooperating
forester agreement (note: certified plan writers must also be a cooperating forester) states
that cooperating foresters have sole control over the methods, hours worked, and time and
manner of any performance under the agreement other than as expressly required by the
Cooperative Agreement.

Because the department has no mechanism to insure that written offers are provided to
landowners, and because the department does not direct the business practices of certified
plan writers, NR 46.18(7)(c) this provision will be removed from administrative code.

Amendment of the format in which the department charges landowners for plan
writing services in NR 46.18(8)(b).

The department must charge landowners a plan preparation fee that includes a base rate
and a rate per acre. Changes to NR 46.165(4)(f) to eliminate the requirement to submit a
base rate per plan will require the department’s billing procedure to also change. Changes to
NR 46.18(8)(b) will eliminate the base rate per plan.

Comparison of Federal Requlations: There are no known federal rules which apply to
stumpage rates or Managed Forest Law petitions.

Comparison of Adjacent States: Checks with the surrounding states of Minnesota, Michigan,

lowa and lllinois indicate that while they offer some type of incentive program to forest
landowners, none of the states have similar forestry practice requirements.

Anticipated cost by private sector:

Changes associated with this rule package will have no fiscal effect and allow additional time for
plans to be written and approved. Exceptions to application deadlines will allow additional time

for plans to be written and approved.

Analysis to determine effect on small business: A review of the law shows there will be no

impact on small businesses.

Agency Contact Person: Kathryn J. Nelson, Forest Tax Policy Chief
Ph: 608/266-3545
e-mail: Kathryn. Nelson@Wisconsin.gov
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SECTION 1. NR 46.02(24m) is amended to read:
46.02 (24m) “Understocked areas” means forest lands not meeting the minimum medium density classification
(source, DNR Manuail Code 8625.2) described in the following size classes:

Tree Diameter

Ranges at 4.5
Stand Size Feet From Minimum Medium
_Classes Ground Level Density
Seedlings o -1" 800 trees per acre’
Saplings 1"-5" 400 trees per acre’
Pole timber 5"-g"™ 11" 7 cords per acre
Sawtimber 1250 o I B 3,000 board feet per acre

“For conifer species

**For other species

! Applies to natural stands. Planted stands with uniform spacing qualify as medium density with 830 400 trees per,
! Applies to natural stands. Planted stands with uniform spacing qualify as medium density with 300 trees per acre.
Note: DNR Manual Code is available for inspection at any DNR office.

SECTION 2. NR 46.16(1)(cm) is created to read:

NR 46.16(1)(cm). Notwithstanding pars. (a), (b) and (c), petitions from owners of land entered as forest cropland
under s. 77.02, Stats. subject to an ownership change within 18 months prior to the end of the contract period shall
be postmarked or received by the department no later than July 1 or later for good cause to be considered for
designation effective the following January 1.

SECTION 3. NR 46.16(7) is amended to read:
NR 46.16(7) ADDITIONS. An owner petitioning may petition the department to designate 10 or more acres of land
as managed forest land which is contiguous to land that was designated as managed forest land on or after April 28,

a_an-tha natitton-whethertaeiang hia I - a o-Be-0o = I~
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as an addition to the previously designated and contiguous managed forest land.
If the petition for an addition is for land which is contiguous to land that was designated as managed forest land on
or after April 28, 2004 in an adjacent municipality. the land must be designated under a separate order if it meets the
eligibility requirements under s. NR 46.17 and s. 77.82(1)(a). Stats.

SECTION 4. NR 46.165(4)(f) is amended to read:

NR 46.165(4)(f) On or before May 31 of each year submit a report of managed forest law management plan packet
preparation costs charged as an independent certified plan writer during the preceding 12 months in a method
approved by the department. The report shall include the cost-by-base-rate-plus cost per acre, the county where the
land was located and the acres covered by the plan.

SECTION 5. NR 46.18(2)(d) is amended to read:
NR 46.18(2)(d) Reforestation of land to meet one of the following size and minimum medium density
classifications:

Stand Size Classes Tree Diameter Minimum
Ranges at 4.5 Medium Density
Feet From

Ground Level

800 trees per acre

Seedlings o -1 for natural stands.
600 400 trees per acre

for planted stands.

400 trees per acre

Saplings 1" -5 for natural stands.

' 300 trees per acre

for planted stands.

Pole timber
For conifer species 597 7 cords per acre
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For other species b 1

Sawtimber
For conifer species 97+ 3.000 board feet
per acre.
For other species 117+

SECTION 6. NR 46.18(5)(c) is created to read:

NR 46.18(5)(c)1. Management plans for petitions under s. NR 46.16 (1) (cm) received on or before July 1 shall be
prepared by a certified plan writer.

2. Management plans prepared by an independent certified plan writer shall be approved by the department, signed
by the landowner, and submitted to the department forester no later than August 15 of the year in which the order of
designation will be issued. The department shall deem a management plan completed if all the following apply:

a. The management plan packet was submitted to the department as part of the managed forest law petition for
review on or before July L.

b. The management plan includes all requirements under subs. (1) to (3).

c. The department has approved the management plan.

d. The owner has signed the management plan.

3. Failure to return the signed and approved management plan no later than August |5 or a later date agreed to by
the department will result in a denial of the petition.

SECTION 7. NR 46.18(7)(c) is repealed.

SECTION 8. NR 46.18(8)(b) is amended to read:

NR 46.18(8)(b) On July 2 of each year the statewide plan preparation fee shall be calculated. The plan preparation
fee shall consist of a base-rate-plus-a-cost per acre rate. The rates shall be calculated by averaging the cost
preparation data submitted by independent certified plan writers under s. NR 46.165 (4) (f) from the 12~month
period ending on the prior May 31.

SECTION 9. NR 46.30 (1) (e) is amended to read:

NR 46.30 (1) (e) Except as provided in par. (f), a reduction of 30% of the stumpage value for severance and yield
tax, as listed under sab—(2) the current stumpage value schedule, shall be made for those species salvaged as a result
of catastrophic loss. In order to be eligible for this reduction, the catastrophic loss must directly involve 30% of the
merchantable timber on 5 contiguous acres or more and must result in a reduction of 30% or more in stumpage value
to the owner as certified by the owner on forms provided and verified by department appraisal. The owner or
representative may be required to accompany the department field inspector in the determination of eligibility for
catastrophic reduction.

SECTION 10. NR 46.30 (1)(f) is amended to read:

NR 46.30 (1)X(f) A reduction of 70% of the stumpage value for severance and yield tax, as listed under sub—2) the
current stumpage value schedule, shall be made for those species salvaged as a result of catastrophic loss caused by
fire mortality. In order to be eligible for this reduction, the catastrophic loss must directly involve 30% of the
merchantable timber on 5 contiguous acres or more and must result in a reduction of 30% or more in stumpage value
to the owner as certitied by the owner on forms provided and verified by department appraisal. The owner or
representative may be required to accompany the department field inspector in the determination of eligibility for
catastrophic reduction.

SECTION 11. NR 46.30 (2) is repealed.

SECTION 12. EFFECTIVE DATE. This rule shall take effect on the first day of the month following publication in
the Wisconsin administrative register as provided in s. 227.22 (2) (intro), Stats.

50f 6



SECTION 13. BOARD ADOPTION. This rule was approved and adopted by the State of Wisconsin Natural
Resources Board on June 23, 2010,

Dated at Madison, Wisconsin

STATE OF WISCONSIN
DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES

By

Matthew Frank, Secretary

(SEAL)
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Wisconisin Department of Administration
Division of Executive Budget and Finance

DOA-2048 (R10/2000) . . .
Fiscal Estimate — 2009 Session
[ Original ] Updated LRB Number Amendment Number if Applicable
{1 Corrected [J Supplemental Bill Number Administrative Rule Number
. FR-04-10

Subject

Proposed revisions to NR46
Fiscal Effect

State: X No State Fiscal Effect
O indeterminate
Check columns below only if bill makes a direct appropriation
or affects a sum sufficient appropriation.

O 'ncrease Existing Appropriation
[] Decrease Existing Appropriation
[J Create New Appropriation

O Increase Existing Revenues
[0 Decrease Existing Revenues

[J Increase Costs — May be possible to absord
within agency's budget.
O Yes O No

[0 Decrease Costs

Local: [X] No Local Government Costs
O Indeterminate

1. O Increase Costs
[J Pemissive

2. O Decrease Costs
[ Pemissive [ Mandatory

3. O Increase Revenues

O Pemissive [] Mandatory
4. O Decrease Revenues

[0 Pemmissive ] Mandatory

O Mandatory

5. Types of Local Governmental Units Affected:
[ Towmns [] Vilages [] Clties
O Counties ] Others

[0 School Districts [J WTCS Districts

Fund Sources Affected
OePrR [JFED [J PRO [ PRS [] SEG O seG-S

Affected Chapter 20 Appropriations

Assumptions Used in Arriving at Fiscal Estimate

The proposed rule package would make the following changes to clarify and streamline the MFL program:

e Create a process to allow landowners who purchase expiring forest crop law lands within 18 months prior to the
end of the forest crop law expiration the opportunity to apply for the July 1 petition deadline or later for good
cause to be considered for designation effective the following January 1.

e  Clarify the requirements for additions to existing managed forest law lands.

Amend the certified plan writer reporting requirements for plan preparation costs and requirements for making an

offer to landowners for management plan writing services.

Amend the Department billing requirements when invoicing landowners for plan preparation fees.
Amend the minimum medium density stocking requirements for management of plantations from 600 seedlings

per acre to 400 seedlings per acre.

All of these provisions have no state or local fiscal impact.

Long-Range Fiscal Implications

Prepared By: Telephone No.

Joe Polasek 266-2794

Agency

Department of Natural Resources

LY

Authorized Signature /
F ¥

Telephone No.

266-2794

Date (mm/dd/ccyy)
05~ 78~ /0




Wisconsin Department of Administration

Division of Executive Budget and Finance
DOA-2048 (R10/2000)

Fiscal Estimate — 2009 Session

Page 2 Assumptions Narrative
Continued

LRB Number Amendment Number if Applicable
Bill Number Administrative Rule Number
FR-04-10

Assumptions Used in Arriving at Fiscal Estimate — Continued:




Wisconsin Department of Administration
Division of Executive Budget and Finance

DOA-2047 (R10/2000) . . .
Fiscal Estimate Worksheet — 2009 Session
Detailed Estimate of Annual Fiscal Effect
' LRB Number Amendment Number if Applicable
B Original [0 Updated Appl
[] Corrected ] Supplemental Bill Number Administrative Rule Number
FR-04-10

Subject

Proposed revisions to NR46

One-time Costs or Revenue Impacts for State and/or Local Government (do not include in annualized fiscal effect):
None.

Annualized Costs: Annualized Fiscal Impact on State Funds from:
Increased Costs Decreased Costs

A. State Costs by Category
State Operations — Salaries and Fringes $ $ -

(FTE Position Changes) ( FTE )| (- FTE )

State Operations — Other Costs -

Local Assistance -

Aids to Individuals or Organizations -

Total State Costs by Category $ $ -
Increased Costs - Decreased Costs

B. State Costs by Source of Funds
g GPR $ $ -

FED -

PRO/PRS . -

SEG/SEG-S -

Complete this only when proposal will Increa n Decr
State Revenues increase or decrease state revenues (e.g., n sed Revenue eased Revenue

ax increase, decrease in license fee, etc.)
GPR Taxes $ $ -

GPR Eamed .

FED -

PRO/PRS -

SEG/SEG-S -

Total State Revenues $ $ -

Net Annualized Fiscal Impact
State Local

Net Change in Costs $ $ 0

Net Change in Revenues $ $

7 Prepared By: Telephone No. Agency
— Joe Polasek ) 266-2794 Department of Natural Resources

Authori;?ts!gsiénjurex/ Telephone No. Date (mm/dd/ccyy)
b i 266-2794 D5 -2 6







LCRC
FORM 2

WISCONSIN LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL

e N R— T
Ronald Sklansky Terry C. Anderson
Clearinghouse Director Legistative Council Director
Richard Sweet Laura D. Rose
Clearinghouse Assistant Director Legislative Council Deputy Director

CLEARINGHOUSE REPORT TO AGENCY

[THIS REPORT HAS BEEN PREPARED PURSUANT TO S. 227.15, STATS. THIS
IS A REPORT ON A RULE AS ORIGINALLY PROPOSED BY THE AGENCY; THE
REPORT MAY NOT REFLECT THE FINAL CONTENT OF THE RULE IN FINAL
DRAFT FORM AS IT WILL BE SUBMITTED TO THE LEGISLATURE. THIS
REPORT CONSTITUTES A REVIEW OF, BUT NOT APPROVAL OR DISAPPROVAL
OF, THE SUBSTANTIVE CONTENT AND TECHNICAL ACCURACY OF THE
RULE.]

CLEARINGHOUSE RULE 10-031

AN ORDER to repeal NR 46.18 (7) (c) and 46.30 (2) (a) to (g); to amend NR 46.02 (24m), 46.16
(7), 46.165 (4) (1), 46.18 (2) (d) and (8) (b); and to create NR 46.16 (1) (cm), 46.18 (5) (c), and
46.30 (2) (a) to (h), relating to the administration of the forest crop law and managed forest law.

Submitted by DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES

03-08-2010  RECEIVED BY LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.
03-29-2010  REPORT SENT TO AGENCY.

RS:MM

One East Main Street, Suite 401 « P.O. Box 2536 » Madison, W1 53701-2536
(608) 2661304 « Fax: (608) 266-3830 *» Email leg councildlegis state wi.us
http://www legis.state. wi.us/lIc



Clearinghouse Rule No. 10-031
Form 2 — page 2

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL RULES CLEARINGHOUSE REPORT

This rule has been reviewed by the Rules Clearinghouse. Based on that review, comments are
reported as noted below:

1. STATUTORY AUTHORITY {s. 227.15 (2) (a)]
Comment Attached YES D NO

2. FORM, STYLE AND PLACEMENT IN ADMINISTRATIVE CODE [s. 227.15 (2) (¢)]
Comment Attached YES NO D

3. CONFLICT WITH OR DUPLICATION OF EXISTING RULES [s. 227.15 (2) (d)}
Comment Attached YES D NO

4. ADEQUACY OF REFERENCES TO RELATED STATUTES, RULES AND FORMS
[s. 227.15 (2) (e)]

Comment Attached YES D NO
5. CLARITY, GRAMMAR, PUNCTUATION AND USE OF PLAIN LANGUAGE [s. 227.15 (2) (f)]
Comment Attached YES NO D

6. POTENTIAL CONFLICTS WITH, AND COMPARABILITY TO, RELATED FEDERAL
REGULATIONS [s. 227.15 (2) (g)]

Comment Attached YES D NO
7. COMPLIANCE WITH PERMIT ACTION DEADLINE REQUIREMENTS [s. 227.15 (2) (h)]

Comment Attached YES I:] NO



WISCONSIN LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL

RULES CLEARINGHOUSE
Ronald Sklansky Terry C. Anderson
Clearinghouse Director Legislative Council Director
Richard Sweet Laura D. Rose
Clearinghouse Assistant Director Legislative Council Deputy Director

CLEARINGHOUSE RULE 10-031

Comments

NOTE: All citations to “Manual” in the comments below are to the
Administrative Rules Procedures Manual, prepared by the Legislative
Reference Bureau and the Legislative Council Staff, dated September
2008.]

2. _Form, Style and Placement in Administrative Code

a. In SECTIONS 1 and 3 of the rule-making order, the existing text of the amended rule
provisions is not shown accurately.

b. The material in SECTION 2 of the rule-making order should not be underscored.
Underscoring is not used when creating an entire rule unit. Sees. 1.06 (1), Manual.

c. The treatment clause of SECTION 9 of the rule-making order should be rewritten to
repeal and recreate s. NR 46.30 (2). Also, the recreated material should be shown as it will
appear after promulgation, without strikethroughs and underscores. See s. 1.06 (5), Manual.

3. Clarity, Grammar, Punctuation and Use of Plain Language

a. In SECTION 2 of the rule-making order, “par.” should be changed to “pars.” and a
comma should be inserted after “(c).”

b. Section NR 46.16 (7), as amended, should be reviewed and rewritten since the
language resulting from the rule treatment does not result in a grammatical sentence.

¢. Ins. NR 46.18 (5) (c), the introduction should be renumbered as subd. 1. and the
remaining subdivisions should be renumbered accordingly.

One East Main Street, Suite 401 * P.O. Box 2536 + Madison, W! 53701-2536
(608) 2661304 * Fax: (608) 2663830  Email: leg council@legis.state, wi.ug

http:/fwww legis state. wi.us/lc




