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Fiscal Estimate Narratives
SPD 3/10/2006

LRB Number 05-3848/1 Introduction Number AB-1109  |Estimate Type Original

Description
Authorizing a political subdivision to assess fees for emergency services costs on certain intoxicated
individuals

Assumptions Used in Arriving at Fiscal Estimate

The State Public Defender (SPD) provides legai representation in criminai cases and other specified
proceedings in which the loss of personal liberty or parental rights may occur. For adult clients, the SPD
must complete a financial eligibility evaluation before appointing an attorney. SPD services are
constitutionally required because in the case types handled by SPD, a defendant without the financial
means to hire an attorney has the right to have an attorney appointed. Therefore, any bill that would
increase the number of cases handled by SPD would increase SPD costs.

This bill does not create a new criminal offense. However, it increases the monetary penalty associated with
certain criminal offenses related to intoxicated drivers involved in accidents. It is not clear from the text of the
bill whether the monetary penalties under this bill would be assessed as part of the underlying criminal case
or would be invoked by a separate civil action. If they are imposed as part of the criminal case, SPD might
see an indirect increase in caseload stemming from contempt proceedings against defendants who fail to
pay the increased monetary penalties created by the bill. Many SPD clients already are assessed monetary
penalties that exceed their ability to pay.

Counties and municipalities would collect some revenue from the monetary penalties created by the bill.

SPD does not have data to determine how much revenue would be collected or to determine whether the
revenue would be offset by enforcement and administrative costs.

Long-Range Fiscal implications



