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STATE SENATOR DAVE ZIEN

COMMITTEES REPUBLICAN CAUCUS CHAIRMAN
ECONOMGC DEVEL OPMENT AND CORRECTIONS RANKING MEMBER)
UNIVERSITIES, HOUSING AND GOVERNMENT OPERATIONS
MEMBER
JOINT LEGISLATIVE SOUNCIL
COUNCIL ON TOURIEM
RURAL ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT BOARD

January 10, 2002

Senator Fitzgerald and Representative Albers
Joint Review committee on Criminal Penalties
316 South

State Capitol

Madison, WI

Dear Senator Fitzgerald:

Pursuant to section 13.525 (5), Wisconsin Statutes, the Co-Chairs of the Joint review committee
on Criminal Penalties shall prepare and submit a report in writing setting forth an opinion under
the above statute on Senate Bill 4, relating to possession of methamphetamine and providing a

penalty.

Sincerely

Senator Dave Ziep p
Commiitee on Judiciary, Corrections and Privacy

cc: Senate Chief Clerk

OFFICE: PO, BOX 7882 » STATE CAPITOL « MADISON, Wi 53707-7882
PHONE (808) 266 7517 » FAX (508) 267 6794 E-MAI. SEN.ZIEN@LEGIS STATEWLLIS » WEBSITE: WWW. LEGIS STATE. WILUS
SENATE DISTRICT: 21 £ COLUMBIA STREET « CHIPPEWA FALLS, Wi 54728 » PHONE {715} 720 2300
PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER




STATE SENATOR DAVE ZIEN

COMMITTEES
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AND CORRECTIONS (RANKING MEMEBER)
UNIVERSITIES, HOUSING AND GOVERNMENT CPERATIONS

MEMBER
JOINT LEGISLATIVE COUNCE.

COUNCHL ON TOURISM
RURAL ECONGIMC DEVELOPMENT BOARD

REPUBLICAN CAUCUS CHAIRMAN

January 10, 2002

Senator Fitzgerald and Representative Albers

Joint Review committee on Criminal Penalties
3 North

State Capitol
Madison, W1

Dear Representative Albers:

Pursuant to section 13.525 (3), Wisconsin Statutes, the Co-Chairs of the Joint review committee
on Criminal Penalties shall prepare and submit a report in writing setting forth an opinion under

the above statute on Senate Bill 4, relating to possession of methamphetamine and providing a
penalty.

Sincerely.

Senator Dave Zig 4

Chair z‘v”

Committee on Judiciary, Corrections and Privacy

cc: Senate Chief Clerk

OFFICE: FO. BOX 7882 « STATE CAPITOL » MADISON, Wi 53707-7882
PHONE {808) 266 7511 « FAX (608) 267 67894 E-MAJL SEN.ZIEN@LEGIS.STATEWILLS « WEBSITE: WWW.LEGIS STATEWLUS
SENATE DISTRICT: 21 £ COLUMBIA STREET « CHIPPEWA FALLS, W1 54729 » PHONE (715) 720 2300
PEINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER
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112 CASES STATEWIDE IN 1998, 101 CASES IN 1999, 100 CASES IN 2000, 200 CASES IN 2001
(BASED ON CASES LISTED ON STATE CRIME LAB MONTHLY "DRUG SUMMARY" REPORTS)

25 COUNTIES HAD METHAMPHETAMINE CASES IN 1998,
26 COUNTIES IN 1999, 26 COUNTIES IN 2000, o
AND 44 COUNTIES IN 2001 s %W

© WISCONSIN PEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE / DIVISION OF NARCOTICS ENFORCEMENT / STRATEGIC INTELLIGENCE SECTION
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| Wisconsin Clan Lab Activity
January 1, 2002 to December 31, 2002
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#  GHB Lab Seizures between January 01, 2002 to December 31, 2002 Cases by type:
* Dump sites between January 01, 2002 to December 31, 2002 GHB Lab Seizures: 1
v Nazi Lab Seizures between January 01, 2002 to December 31, 2002 Durop sites: 14
A Red P Lab Seizures beiween January 01, 2002 to December 31, 2002 Nad Lab Seizures: 20
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Chemical/Glassware sites between J anuary 01, 2002 to December 3 1,2002

o . Chemical/Glassware: 46
s | Counties Updated: January 30, 2003
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PIERCE COUNTY WISCONSIN

OFFICE OF THE DISTRICT ATTORNEY
COURTHOUSE, P.O. BOX 808
ELLSWORTH, WI 54011

(715) 273-3531 Ext. 448 or 452
VICTIM/WITNESS ASSISTANCE

(715) 273-3531 Ext. 454

FAX 273-6852

March 3, 2003

State Senator Sheila Harsdorf
P.O. Box 7882
Madison, WI 57307

Representative Kitty Rhodes
P.O. Box 8953
Madison, W1 53708-8053

RE: SENATE BILL 4
Dear stn_a_tor Harsdorf and Representative Rhodes:

It is my understanding there is a public hearing on Tuesday. March 4, 2003, concerning
Senate Rill 4, which relates to changing the penaltics for possession of
methamphetamines from a misdemeanor level criminal charge to a felony level criminal
charge. Prior to February 1, 2003, possession of methamphetamine had been a felony
level charge. Tt was changed to a misdemeanor level charge when the new Truth In
Sentencing provisions took affect on February 1, 2003. While | can understand the
rational for the change that occurred to this violation with the new Truth In Sentencing
provisions, [ would highly recommend that the penalties be changed to make this a felony
level offense as it was before February 1, 2003,

The western part of this State has within the last four to six years, seen an unusual
increase in the activity of this drug in our area, specifically the counties of St. Croix,
Piercs and Polk. While ] cannot speak for the statistics from these other urisdictions, the
following are the arrest statistics in our jurisdiction from 1999 to the vear 2002. These
statistics are based on the information 1 have received from our four main law
enforcement agencies, the Pierce County Sheriff’s Department, the River Falls Police
Department, the Prescott Police Department and the Ellsworth Police Department:

ARRESTS:
2000 2001 2002
i1 24 14

_ 03/03/2003 MON 15:03 FAX 715 273 8852 DISTRICT ATTY. dooz
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OFFICE OF THE DISTRICT ATTORNEY

Over the same period of ime, the Pierce County District Attorney’s Office has
prosecuted the following number of cases rclating to methamphetamine:

PROSECUTIONS:
2000 2001 2002
3 10 14

While these numbcrs on their face on the surface may not seem to be all that alapming,

for a county of our size, which is a population of just shy of 38,000, these numbers are in
my opinion cxtremely alarming. As both of you are aware, Pierce County is a rural
county located just across the river from (he 5t. Paul/Minneapolis Metropolitan Area.
Prior to 1997, it was rare that we had a case involving methamphetamine either by way of
arrest or referred to our office for eriminal prosecution. Typically, the predommate drug
that we see in our area is marijusna. Rarely do we sec the use, possession or delivery of
other more serious drugs such'as cocaine, heroine, etc. “Methamphetamine, on the other
hand, we are seeing a significant number of cases compared to the number of other dug
related cases that come through our office.

W also see other crimes that are related to methamphetamine occurring in our
jurisdiction. Recently in 2002, we prosecuted five individuals for attempting to sieal
anhydrous ammonia. These individuals were all from Minnesota in the Anoka County
area, which is just north of the Twin Cities. Several of them had extensive criminal
tecords and essentially they attemnpted to steal anhydrous ammonia from tanks that were
located at a co-op in a rural part of our county. [ would alse point out that in Minnesota
possession of methamphetamine is a felony level offense. Methamphetamine 1s a drug
crime that is moving from West to East, Itisa widespread problem in the State of
Minmesota both in tae larger Twin Cities Metropolitan Aréa as well as in the rural arcas.
As the above statistics show, we have seen increasing numbers of this drug within the last
three to four years.

The ability to prosecute the possession of methamphetamine as a felony level offense is 2
very valuable tool for law enforcement agencies in this area to have. The fact that this
charge has now been reduced to a misdemeanor level offense under Truth In Sentencing
has seriously undermined our abilities fo combat the spread of this drug in the Western
part of our State. T strongly urge that the penalties for possession of this drug revert back
to a felony level offense as outlined under Senate Bill 4.

If you bave any questions or if Tcan be of {urther assistance please do not hesitate to
contact me.

Very truly vo

John M. @
District Attorney
Pierce Countly, WI

IMOG:sms




ST CROIX COUNTY DISTRICT ATTORNEY Francis D. Collins

8t. Croix County Government Center w 1101 Carmichael Rd. w Hudson, Wi 54016 Assistant District Attorney

Telephone: 715-386-4658 w Facsimite: 715-381-4307 Dennis W. Erickson
Asgsistant District Attorney

Wi
_ Kevin H. Gehler
f Assistant District Attorney
i1 David K. McQuillen
Assistant District Atorney
g Scoft A. Moller
ERIC G. JOHNSON Assistant Disfrict Attorney
DISTRICT ATTORNEY Jane Esbensen Moore
Office Administrator

Ann Gustafson

March 3, 2003 Victim/Witness Coordinator
Micheile Laucke
Victim/Witness Specialist
Karn Rasmussen
Legal Advocate

Dear Legislators:

Here are the primary reasons why possession of methamphetamine should remain a
felony and SB 4 should become law:

e methamphetamine is an extremely addictive and dangerous drug that causes it's
users to become paranoid and violent

* methamphetamine delivery, use and the presence of labs is at epidemic levels in
Western Wisconsin

¢ Possession of methamphetamine is a felony in Minnesota

+ Important law enforcement and prosecution tool

I would also add that in 2002 the methamphetamine numbers as provided by the
Wisconsin Crime Lab indicate that St. Croix Co. had 68 cases, Pierce 23 and Polk Co.
24. These numbers are approximately triple the rest of the state combined. Thank you
for your consideration.

St. Croix County District Attorney

P.S. | have enclosed materials for your review, which | believe would be helpful.
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DEA Factsheet

! METHAMPHETAMINE i

DEA Administrator The DEA
Asa Hutchinson has The Drug Enforcement Administration
‘served as Director of (DEA), which was established in 1973, has a
-the Drug Enforcement long and proud history. Today’s DEA is built
- Administration since on the successful tradition established by a
-August 8, 2001. Mr. number of federal drug agencies that were
Hutchinson left ultimately united under President Richard M.
‘Congress, where he Nixon. The DEA is currently the premier
~served as a agency for domestic enforcement of federal
. Representative from drug laws and has sole responsibility for
~Arkansas, to. assume coordinating and pursuing U.S: drug
_ “ his role.as DEA mvestagataons abroad. Given the magnitude
Administrator. While in Congress, Mr. and pervasiveness of the illegal drug
Hulchinson served on the Speaker's Task problem, the DEA is dedicated to working in
Forge fora Drug-?ree America, and he has close cooperation with federal, state, local,
been active in the fight against drugs and intermnational law enforcement
throughout his career. counterparts to better address the triple

threat of drugs, crime, and violence that
plague our communities.,

Methamphetamine: “Perhaps more than any other drug this country
has experienced, methamphetamine affects everybody in the
B community. The first challenge of the'meth'trade is that we can't blame it
il onour South American neighbors... )t is focally. pro:fuced in clandestine
laboratories. The second chalienge meth presents is that international
- traffickers are aggressively target:ng rural areas. .. Traffickers think they
¥ can escape law enforcement in rural areas. But we have to make sure
B that's not true. The third challenge of methamphetamine lies in the very
B nature of this drug. it is intense, it is highly addictive, and it is
| overwhelmingly dangerous...The drug has a phenomenal rate of

' addiction, with some experts saying users often get hooked after just'one
use. Recent studtes have demonstrated that methamphetamine causes more damage 1o the
brain than heroin, alcohol, or cocaine. Methampheﬁamme takes over the whole person. One
former user described its effect on her life by saying, ‘I went against every moral and every
betief | ever had when | was on meth.”

Methamphetamine

Street Names: Meth, Speed, lce, Chalk, Crank, Fire,
Glass, and Crystal.

Physical Effects: Methamphetamine is a toxic,
addictive stimulant. Meth use dilates the pupils and
produces temporary hyperactivity, euphoria, a sense
of increased energy, and tremors,

Dangers: Methamphetamine use increases the
heart rate, blood pressure, body temperature, and

hitp://www.usdoj.gov/dea/pubs/pressrel/methfact02p.html 3/3/2003




DEA Ongoing Programs, Meth Factsheet, May 2002 Page 2 of 2

rate of breathing, and it frequently results in violent

behavior in users. Methamphetamine is neurotoxic, meaning that it causes damage to the brain.
High doses or chronic use have been associated with increased nervousness, irritability, and
paranoia. Withdrawal from high doses produces severe depression. Chronic abuse produces a
psychosis similar to schizophrenia and is characterized by paranoia, picking at the skin, self
absorption, and auditory and visual hallucinations. Violent and erratic behavior is frequently seen
among chronic, high-dose methamphetamine abusers.

Description: Meth can be smoked, snorted, injected, or taken orally, and its appearance varies
depending on how it is used. Typically, it is a white, odorless, bitter-tasting powder that easily
dissolves in beverages. Another common form of the drug is crystal meth, or “ice,” named for its
appearance (that of clear, large chunky crystals resembling rock candy). Crystal meth is smoked
in a manner similar to crack cocaine and about 10 to 15 “hits” can be obtained from a single
gram of the substance.

Distribution Methods: Meth is frequently sold through social networks and is rarely sold on the
streets,

Prospects for the Fight Against Drugs: “Our efforts are making a difference. During
the last 15 years, drug use is down by half and cocaine use is down by 75 percent. It is true that
in a recent Pew Research Center poll, 54 percent of the people said we were ‘losing ground’ on
drugs. But roughly the same number (53 percent) said we were losing ground on education and
health care. What's more, tweive years ago, in 1989, 69 percent of the people thought we were
losing ground on drugs, compared to 54 percent today. Some social problems take a long time
to solve. Our anti-drug effort should not be viewed differently.”

Serving as Director: “I leamed as a U.S. Attorney that drug abuse destroys individuals,
shatters families, and weakens the fabric of a community and a nation. | also learned that the
anti-arug efforts of this-nation can be effective in saving lives and rebuilding famities and -
communities, Surely, this is a noble purpose worthy of a great crusade...] will-bring my heart to
this crusade. My heart will reflect a passion for the law, a compassion for those families
struggling with this nightmare, and a devotion to helping young people act upon the strength and
not the weaknesses of their character.” -Asa Hutchinson

http://www.usdoj.gov/dea/pubs/pressrel/methfact02p.html 3/3/2003
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DEA Briefs & Background, Drugs and Drug Abuse, State Factsheets, Minnesota Page 1 of 3

DEA Offices & Telephone
Nos.
Minneapolis/St. Paul— 612~
348-1760
Minnesota
.3
Minnesota
State Facts 2001 Federal Drug Sefzures
Papuiation: 4,919,479 Cocaine: 31.8 kgs.
Law Enforcement Officers: 8,844 Heroin: 13.5 kgs.
State Prison Population: 6,521 Methamphetamine; 2.1 kgs.
Probation Population: 104,614 Marijuana: 758.2 kgs.
Violent Crime Rate National Ranking: 40 Clandestine Laboratories: 131 (DEA, state, and local)

Drug Situation:In Minnesota, Mexican traffickers control the transportation, distribution, and bulk
bulk sales of cocaine, marijuana, methamphetamme and small amounts of black-tar heroin.
Numerous Mexican groups of varymg size, such as streef gangs known as Brown For Life and
the Latin Kings, are operating in the state. As a general rule, the upper echelon Mexican
distributors in Minnesota shipped the majority of their proceeds back to family members residing
in Mexico. At the retail level, independent African-Amaerican traffickers, African-American street
gangs, Native-American gangs, and independent white group purchase cocaine, black-tar
heroin, and marijuana from Mexican traffickers. In outlying areas of the state, independent white
groups and outlaw motorcycle gangs produce methamphetamine in small quantities. Street gang
activity in Minnesota has increased dramatscally over the past few years. African-American
gangs appear o be primarily involved in the distribution of crack cocaine.

Cocaine; The majority of cocaine found in Minnesota is purchased from sources
of supply in California, Chicago, and Detroit. Some traffickers obtain cocaine
directiy from sources of supply along the Southwest Border and transport the
cocaine:to Minnesota: ’themsehzes Mexican traffickers control the fransportation,

: -~ distribution, and bulk sales of cocaine. At the retail level, independent African-
Amencan trafflckers African-American street gangs (specifically the Gangster Disciples, the Vice
Lords, and Crips), Hispanic street gangs (specmcalty the Latin Kings), Native-American groups,
and independent white groups purchase cocaine from Mexican traffickers and distribute it
throughout Minnesota. in the Minneapolis-St. Paul metropolitan area, crack cocaine is controlled
by independent African-American traffickers and African-American street gangs.

Heroin: Heroin distribution and use have not been significant problems in
Minnesota, but recent reports indicate there has been an increase in heroin use,
especially in the Mineapolis/St. Paul area. At the wholesale level, sources of
supply include Nigerian/West African traffickers operating from Chicago and New
York, African-American street gangs with ties to Chicago, and Mexican traffickers
operatsng from the Southwest Border and from Chicago. At the retail level, heroin is distributed
primarily by Hispanic and African-American street gangs.

Methamphetamine; The Methamphetoming lab Seizures
meth threat in Minnesota —~Minnesata--

is a two-pronged problem.
First, large quantities of
meth produced by
Mexncaﬂ organzzattons based in California
are transporied into and distributed
throughout the state. Second, meth
increasingly is being produced in small
laboratories, capable of producing only a
few ounces at a time. Mexican groups,

hitp://www.usdoj.gov/dea/pubs/states/minnesotap.htm!l 3/3/2003




DEA Briefs & Background, Drugs and Drug Abuse, State Factsheets, Minnesota Page 2 of 3

who receive their product from the West

Coast, control distribution of the drug. These traffickers typically send meth from California
through the U.S. mail, via Federal Express, and by courier. Meth-related emergency room
mentions in Minneapolis-8t. Paul reported by Drug Abuse Warning Network (DAWN) increased
from 112 in 1999 to 153 in 2000, an increase of 36 percent.

B Club Drugs: Club drugs, including MDMA (Ecstasy), ketamine, GHB, GBL,

B2 | Rohypnol, LSD, PCP, methamphetamine, nubain, and, to a lesser extent,
psitocybin mushrooms, have been reported in Minnesota. Club drug use is most
commaon among young people at raves and nighiclubs in suburban areas. Prior
to its placement in Schedule | in February 2000, Minnesota placed state controls
on the possession of GHB. Ketamine (“Special K") use first appeared in

B Minnesota in 1997 among adolescents and young adults. Public awareness of

% the growing prevalence and dangers of club drug use has been heightened by
several rﬁcent incidents: five deaths involving MDMA, the meth-related death of a teenager,
several large law enforcement cases involving GBL, and a police-related incident involving a
youth on LSD

1 Marijuana: Marijuana remains the most commonly used and readily available

| drug in Minnesota according to public health officials. The importation of bulk
“marijuana shipments into the state of Minnesota is controlled by Mexican drug
trafficking organizations. Hispanic street gangs are the major distributors of
-marijuana at the retail level. Marijuana is readily available from local cultivators in
- addition to the supplies emanating from the Southwest Border. in 2001, 2,120

. cultivated plants were seized from 44 indoor grow operations, and 1 432
cuitivated plants were eradicated from 18 outdoor plots. Last year over 4 million ditchweed plants
were eradicated. According to the Drug Abuse Warning Network, the number of marijuana-
related hospital emergency room mentions in Minneapolis increased approximately 25 percent
between 1997 and 2000.

Other Drugs: The use of Fiset. Whndrsiles Source: DEA
~diveried controlled ﬁ’“ﬁgﬁ?ﬁ”“ : :
substances in Minnesota Minnesolg--

- continues to be a problem. '

The most commonly
diverted controlied
substances from the licit market are
nubain, dilaudid, ritalin, vicodin
{(hydrocodone), oxycontin, codeine
combination products, the
benzodiazepines, and the anorectic drugs
phentermine and phendimetrazie. Nubain
is a prescription narcotic that has recently
emerged in the Minneapolis area. This
narcotic is being used by body builders who mistakenly believe it acts as a steroid. Four deaths
have occurred in the Minneapolis area as a result of nubain being taken with MDMA, and
OxyContin bemg mixed with cocaine. According to local addicts, Klonopin is more readily
available than in the past from illegal sources and prescriptions are easily obtained from some
doctors. In rural Minnesota it has also appeared under its international, non-United States trade
name, “Rivotril,” which suggests its importation from foreign sources. Flunitrazepam, trade name
“Rohypnol,” is a long-acting benzodiapine that is typically combined with alcohof or other drugs
to produce incapacitation and memory loss similar to an alcohol-induced biackout. Minnesota
law enforcement agencies encountered only small amounts of the drug. Its use as a “date rape”

drug is not widespread in Minnesota,

1997 1998 1999 2000 2001

DEA Mobile Enforcement Teams: This cooperative program with state and local law
enforcement counterparts was conceived in 1985 in response to the overwhelming problem of
drug-related violent crime in towns and cities across the nation. There have been 348

deployments completed resulting in 14,794 arrests of violent drug criminals as of June 2002.

hitp://www .usdoj.gov/dea/pubs/states/minnesotap.html 3/3/2003




DEA Briefs & Background, Drugs and Drug Abuse, State Factsheets, lowa Page 1 of 2

DEA Offices & Telephone '
‘Nos.

Cedar Rapids—319-393-6075

Bes Moines--515-284-4700

Sioux City—712-255-9128 Iowa
lowa
State Facts 2001 Federal Brug Seizures
Population: 2,926,324 Cocaine: 3.1 kgs.
Law Enforcement Cfficers: 5,229 Heroin: 0 kgs.
State Prison Population: 8,049 Methamphetamine: 79.7 kgs.
Probation Population: 19,675 Marijuana: 199.9 kgs.
Vioient Crime Rate Clandestine
National Ranking: 38 Laboratories: 553 (DEA, state, and locah)

Drug Situation: Methamphetamine, both that which is produced in Mexico or the Southwest
United States and locally produced, remains the principal drug of concern in the state of lowa.
Cocaine, particutarly crack cocaine, is a significant problem:in the urban areas of the state. Jowa
also serves as a transshipment point for drugs being fransparted to the eastern United States via
Interstate 80. Interstates 29 and 35 also provide a critical north-south transportation avenue for
drug traffickers.

- Cocaine: Cocaine continues to be readily available throughout
lowa. The cocaine is transported from the West Coast via
commercial alrlines, motor vehicles, and mail services. Suppliers
from Chicago, lllinois, also supply cocaine to eastern lowa.

B Mexican poiydrug traffickers bring some of the cocaine into the
state wsth shapments of marijuana and methamphetamine. Much of the cocaine HC! is converted
into crack cocaine for sale at the retail level. Street gangs confrol distribution in many of the
urban:an af lowa, An mcrease ;n violence accompames this gang presence :

' i-ierom Mexman herom is ' Ma:hamp%e#aﬁﬂne Lah Seizuws'

1 available in retail-level N 2 1 2.

quantities throughout the 00 TES
. urban areas of lowa. Most
of the heroin seizures are
of ihe biack—tar type, while treatment 400
clinics in Des Moines report the presence
of Mexican brown powder heroin,

200 4
: Methamphetamine;
B Methamphetamine is the 0
f’”maré drug of concem in 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2004
owa. Caucasian males o of 41552 Sowrper EPIC/CISE

and females are equally
the primary users. Most of the methamphetamine in the state is brought in by Hispanic
organizations via motor vehicles, commercial airlines, and mail delivery services. The large
Mexican communities in lowa provide an infrastructure to import and distribute the
methamphetamine. The purity of imported methamphetamine is declining from earlier years and
is cited to be as low as three percent with the average of 20-25 percent. The amount of
methamphetamine seized in the state of lowa increased 34 percent between years 2000 and
2001, Local smali toxic laboratories continue to be a significant problem throughout lowa. Most of
the laboratories produce only ounce quantities at a time. Eastern lowa reports an increasing
problem with the laboratories, causing law enforcement agencies to expend a large number of
man-hours on the problem,

http://www.usdoj.gov/dea/pubs/states/iowap.himl 3/3/2003




DEA Briefs & Background, Drugs and Drug Abuse, State Factsheets, Iowa Page 2 of 2

1 Club Drugs: The state of lowa is sesing an Increase in the abuse
of “club drugs,” such as MDMA and GHB. MDMA (Ecstasy) is
found at rave parties in eastern and central lowa with the state
crime fab reporting an increase in the number of MDMA exhibits
being processed. The amount of MDMA seized in lowa increased
from 36 dosage units in year 2000 to 252 dosage units in 2001,
I GHB is another drug of concern throughout the state. In a recent
- = case, a Catholic priest in the Quad Cities area of Eastern lowa
was arrested for GHB productzon and distribution. The amount of GHB seized in iowa increased
from 0 dosage units in year 2000 to 34 dosage units in 2001,

Marijuana; Marijuana is readily available throughout eastern and
northwestern lowa, usually in combination with cocaine and/or
methamphetamine. The majority of the marijuana is imported from
.the southwest border via commercial aiflines, motor vehicles, and
mail delivery services. Domestically produced marijuana is also

- available in lowa. Small indoor and outdoor grow operataons have been found in
eastern and central lowa. “Ditchweed” marijuana is a continuing problem. The

di chweed 3s_used as filler for higher purity imported marijuana. Marjjuana Legislation: For the
past several years, there have been attempis to infroduce legislation ragarding the medicinal use
of marijuana and the production of hemp, The legislation has always failed to make it out of
ccmmzttee Thls ieg:slatmn was not introduced during the ;)ast session,

Other Drugs The most popular Drug-Viclation Arrests Saurce: DEA
phammaceutical substances abused in —JOW -~

eastern and central lowa are Vicodin, S S R L
Lortab, propoxyphene, alprazolam, 369 - P
hydrocodone, Ulram, diazepam, Hycodan,
Demerol, Dilaudid, and Percodan. Much of
the diversion is through fraudulent
prescriptions, doctor shopping, pharmacy
break-ins, and hospital thefts. OxyContin is
also noted to: be a pharmaceutical drug of

...abuse an iowa o ;. o

DEA Mobile Enforcement Teams: This 1997 119';5-,"3- 1999 2000 édui'
cooperative program with state and local
law enforcement counierparis was conceived in 1995 in response fo ihe averwhetmlng problem
of drug-related violent crime in towns and cities across the nation. There have been 359
deployments completed resulting in over 14,456 arrests of violent drug criminals as of April 1,
2002. There has been one MET deployment in the lowa since the inception of the program. The
MET depioyment to Fort Dodge, lowa resulted in 18 arrests, and the seizure of .6 pounds of
cocaine and .6 pounds of methamphetamine. Also seized were 3 weapons and $8,000 in U.S.
currency.

Special Topics: The Midwest High Intensity Drug Trafficking Area (HIDTA) was established by
the Office of National Drug Control Policy (ONDCP) in 1998, in order to combat
methamphetamine in the Midwestern states. Since it’s formation, the DEA has served in a
leadership role in the HIDTA. There are nine lowa-based agencies participating in the Midwest
HIDTA, three of which are federal task forces.

http://www.usdoj.gov/dea/pubs/states/iowap .html 3/3/2003
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Statewide Offices
Chicago—312-353-7875
Rockford--815-987-4494
Springfield—217-241-6756

Ilinois :
Iinois
State Facts 2001 Federa! Drug Seizures
Population: 12,419,293 Cocaine: 7,359.4 kgs.
Law Enforcement Officers: 36,740 Heroin: 633.6 kgs.
State Prison Population: 45,629 Mathamphetamine: 87.0 kgs,
Probation Population: 134,270 Marijuana: 30,185.4 kgs.
Violent Crime Rate Clandestine
National Ranking: 7 Eaboratories: 271 (DEA, state, and local)

Drug Situation: Chicago is the major transportation hub and distribution center
for illegal drugs throughout the Midwest, due to its geographic location and multi-
| -faceted transportation infrastructure. Drug trafficking and use in the Chicago area
are at very high levels. According to the Drug Abuse Warning Network, Chicago

S leads the nation in the estimated number of cocaine-, heroin-, and PCP-related
hospital emergency room mentions, and was second in the nation in the estimated number of
marijuana-related mentions during 2000, There are three general classes of trafficking groups
responsible for the bulk of the drugs distributed in illincis: Mexican poly-drug trafficking
organizations, Colombian cocaine and heroin trafficking organizations, and Nigerian criminal
groups trafficking in Southeast and Southwest Asian heroin. Organized Chicago-based street
gangs such as the Gangster Disciples, Vice Lords, and Latin Kings control the distribution and
retail sale of cocaine, heroin, and marijuana.

| Cocaine: Crack cocaine abuse is the most serious drug problem in lilinois,
particularly in Chicago and other urban areas. According fo the Drug Abuse
Warmning Network, there were an estimated 14,871 cocaine-related hospital
emergency room mentions in Chicago—the highest in the nation—during 2000.

' Treatment admissions for cocaine abuse more than doubled in Hlinois since 1990
according to the Hllinois Office of Alcohol and Substance Abuse. More than 58 percent of the 879
drug-related deaths in Chicago during 1998 were cocaine-related.

v

Heroin: Over the past decade, heroin distributors in the Chicago area have
-established strong links with traffickers from all four source areas--Mexico, South
-America, Southeast Asia, and Southwest Asia. In effect, these distributors have
access to a steady supply of high purity, white herain at competitive prices from
multiple suppliers. The Chicago Police Department rates heroin as the second
greatest drug threat in its jurisdiction, due to increased sales and abuse.
According to the Drug Abuse Warning Network (DAWN, there were an estimated

12,564 heroin-related hospital emergency department mentions during 2000, the
highest in the nation for a third year in a row. Larger numbers of new suburban
users are contributing to the resurgent popularity of heroin. These newer users travel from the
suburbs to Chicago’s West Side to purchase the drug. Heroin is only sporadically available in
other parts of the state.

http://www.usdoj.gov/dea/pubs/states/illinoisp.htm! 3/3/2003
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Methamphetamine: MAeThamphelamine Lobs Selzed
Chicago remains relatively ~fliinals--

meth-free. However,
Mexico-based poly-drug
groupss are attempting to
introduce the product for local
consumption. Chicago remains an
important transshipment point of Canadian

271

pseudoephedrine, which supply 1

“superlabs” in the western United States §

and Mexico. In central and southern _ ;
Hiinois, outlaw motorcycle gangs 1996 1997 1998 199F 2000 001

participate in manufacture, transportation,

NP . . B 3 y EPHIJCISS
and distribution of methamphetamine. o of PR ouree: BPIC)

§| Club Drugs: The popularity of club drugs has increased in large part due to their
- hallucinogenic and stimulating effects that purportedly enhance the rave
experience. Law enforcement sources in urban areas and in college towns
located in the Northern and Central Districts report an increase in the abuse of
1 these drugs. MDMA is smuggled from the Netherlands, via the Israelis and/or
-Russians, fo Chicago, where it is distributed to Polish, Eastern Europeans,
Israelis and Russians for street-level distribution. During the past year, the DEA
- ‘and the U.S. Customs Service seized over 250,000 pills originating from
Amsterdam destined for Chicago. Three overdose deaths in the towns of Naperville, Lisle, and
McHenry, lllinois, in May 2000 were caused by an MDMA analog known as PMA. it was revealed
that the pills that caused the deaths in llinois were manufactured in clandestine laboratories in
Poland, and were related to other PMA overdose deaths in North America, Australia, and several
European countries. Ketamine is growing in popularity as a club drug, and its use is spreading
from major metropolitan areas to smaller towns. Currently, the availability of Rohypnol is limited
in the Chicago area. LSD and PCP are available in Chicago and throughout the state.

Marijuana: Marijuana Drug-Viclation Arresfs Source: DEA
remains the most widely . : e
vailable and abused drug |
n lllinois. According fo the
‘Drug Abuse Warning
Network, Chicago trailed

S only Los Angeles in the
timated number of marijuana hospital
emergency roorn mentions during 2000.
Marijuana abuse spans a wide spectrum of
age, racial, and socioeconomic groups.
Marijuana seizures at alt levels of law
enforcement have increased over the past
ten years. Commercial-grade marijuana
produced in Mexico is the most widely available type in lilinois. Despite a limited growing season,
the fertile soil and large, sparsely populated rural areas of Hinois atiract cannabis growers.

':-1;-,_;_};;._-_,';_5;;3-;'_'__-:. L

1907 1998 1999 2000 2001

Other Drugs: The diversion of legitimate pharmaceuticals is a significant problem
in llinois. Ritalin, a controversial drug prescribed for attention deficit disorder in

| children, may be gaining popularity as a recreational drug for teenagers. A central
lllinois sheriff's department reports that children with prescriptions for Ritalin are
selling the drug to other children in school. The most commonly diverted

. pharmaceutical drugs continue to be those containing hydrocordone, alprazolam,
and phentermine. There has been a notable rise in the number of reported incidents of diversion
of pseudoephedrine and, as a result, the number of investigations in this area is on the rise. In
early 2001, officials in lllinois’ Lake County linked two overdose deaths to OxyContin, a
prescription painkiller that has become widely abused as a substitute for heroin in several eastern
states since its introduction in 1996. In late March 2001, a federal grand jury indicted a downstate
liinois physician on charges of iilegally obtaining OxyContin, lllinois’ first known case involving

http://www.usdoj.gov/dea/pubs/states/illinoisp.html 3/3/2003
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DEA Offices & Telephone *
Nos. _

Detroit—313-234-4000
Fast Lansing—517-337-6604
Grand Rapids—616-458-0616

Saginaw--517-754-2330 Michigan
- . R
Michigan
State Facts =~ ‘2001 Federal Drug Seizures
Population: 9,938,444 Cocaine: 537.6 kgs.
Law Enforcement Officers; 20,583 Heroin: 10.9 kgs.
State Prison Population: 48,669 Methamphetamine: 2.1 kgs.
Probation Population: 170,978 Marijuana: 3,571.1 kgs.
Violant Crime Rate Clandestine
National Ranking: 12 Laboratories: 119 (DEA, state, and local)

Drug Situation: Cocaine, heroin, and marijuana continue to be the primary drug threats in the
state of Michigan. The Detroit area is seeing a resurgence in the availability of Southeast Astan
(SEA) heroin. The level of use and availability of heroin fluctuates, but it remains a threat in the
state. in addition, the Detroit metropolitan area has emerged as a transshipment point for bulk
guantities/shipments of pseudoephedrine, a chemical used in the manufacturing of
methamphetamine.

Cocaine: Cocaine HCL is readily available throughout Michigan, with the greatest
availability in the densely populated areas where quantities remain stable.
Cocaine destined for the state of Michigan originates from source areas such as
the Southwest Border of the U.S., Southern Florida, New York, and Chicago. The
price and purity of cocaine has remained relatively stable in Michigan for the past
several years.,

‘Heroin Is widely available throughout the Detroit area and the more
jensely populated areas of Michigan. Heroin destined for the Michigan region
continues to originate from different parts of the world. Large quantities of heroin
are imported from South America, Mexico, and Africa. Southeast and Southwest
Asian heroin are prevalent in the metropolitan Detroit area.

[l Methamphetamine: Methamphetamine Labs Selred
Methamphetamine —~Michigon.-
~continues to be available in
the State of Michigan with
the western, southwest,
and central areas of the state reporting the
majority of cases. Most production at this
time s ocourring in rural areas.
Methamphetamine availabiiity remains low
in the Detroit area, although the Detroit-
Windsor border continues to be an entry
point for a major pseudoephedrine
smuggling route.

1999 ° 2000 ' 2001
it of 8/35/0% Source: EFIC/CISS

http://www usdoj.gov/dea/pubs/states/michiganp.htm] 3/3/2003
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Behind the pastoral quiet of Wisconsin farming communities,
~ amonster that’s heco_r_ne the drug of choice is swallowing its users

By Jusszca MoBripe dezing bﬁnfte_?m’s%y quk
i e 15 near epidemic in no =
Srthelaypalfentinel sl west Wisconsri,n and spreading
New Richmond — B is 2 south and east, O ippews,
picture of rural Wisconsin in- Dugn, Eau Claire, Pierce, Polk,
nocence: Tanna Lyons, 14, St Croix and Dane counties
. ing in her New Richmond Ti-  are reporiing increased probe
: gm uniform, & valleyball on  lems. -
" het knee, The *poor man's cocaing,”
Her smile wholesome, her contralled by Mexican diug -
future seemingly bright, she cariels and e onfined 0.
looks™ far ge. - Co ) " “Labifornia and

~moved from the Southwess, o
- danger. . ; hay. marehed
- But. - within eaptward, dei<
Awé vears, she mating poople |
was a high in states such -
school  drap- as  Montans
Gut and and Wyosming,

and is now
considered the
“Midwest drug
of " .choice,”
i according to
v - the Wisconsin
crank into her velns, Labeled - attomey general’s office: It has
the “rural crack”™ because of its Forged "into Wistonsin from
[ . Populatity with' smali-town, border ‘counties of Minnesota,
. working-class white people, which along with Towa and
crank 5 bringing urban drag  Missourt is wrestling with the
‘scenes o postcard farming  worst “methidemic® in the
| <ompmenities, heartland,
st«éﬁnaig authorities,  “For’ these semall <ounties,
alarmed by the juimg this vear
in sevenbjcrom\ﬁ‘:? ?nost gm:a

#) About a year after Tanms Lyons, than 14, pased in her New Richmond ol
¥ begar inf crark, i form of methampl ming; in July, she was kil
Jranty S:gmn?s, was senterced in i#u{{m:?n?unty to «va!;n monti in jaif far o

Please see page 16
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4 caingdts the ‘most significant
-1 problgm,” Wisconsin Attorney.
erieral-James Doyle said. "The
front line of the_battle is in~
northwest Wisconsin ., :
Crank, a stimulant affecting..
the central nervous system, can
be almost instantly addictive, Its ..
parent drug, amphetamine, was -
developed as a nasal decongest-

an &htomobile crash; the Clear Z{‘
Laké?"teenagfr behind the wheel &
of the car she was tiding in had |
alcoliol. in_his system, author-|_!
tHesgaid, " 0 I
- “The younger kids ake starfs >
ing £ use it,” said Andre Lyons,
18, Tanna’s brother, sifting in

B

‘nary -insects ' they -think

made - labs, with

parancia and hallucinations, Us-

ig at their skin, tryin i candy store around here,” said ft
;e:s g‘ff‘;?féfm bugs"wimagig © Vickie .Lyons, the mother ofi!

ATE -

crawling just under the suzface

of their gaunt bodies, Jeff Lehto,
31, who lives in a trailer in the
St Croix County countryside,

said his girlfriénd pulled out all.

her hair just to get at the “bugs.”

to 28

A crank high lasts about &ight -
LHours or 5o, compared with |

aboé%_w minutes for crack cos:

cairgfAnd uniike plant-derived

cocding, crank can be made in
dangerously explosive home- !

ingredients

urghased at local stores, Hight
ﬂbs’?w}are found in Wisdonsin in :

the%ﬁst

7

are Prelatively unsophisticate

£
et

‘pand) dn

dleanup can be dan-

gordls and ‘oxpenaive for law

st gix. weeks alonme. Thev -

ng fruit jars and cake !

werg arrested this swmmer in:

Rice Lake, burglarizing a busi~; Croix County, next to Minneso- ! .
res: find farm fert , the : ta. Milwaukee and Chicago

ronlyingredient they were miss-

ing for a crank redipe called the”
Nazis Methed, Schultz said. %
Equipment and ingredients to

make crank was found:burning -

in @ parbage bin outside a res-
‘g%ﬂ:n ounty. And

on te'Internet.
‘Aslirug Built on Poisons
Tesget an idea of crank's typi-

ing dilab with -directions found ’

cal ingredients, imagine every- .
thing you would no? warnt to put |
in your body. It's a witch's brew

that~inclades cat franguilizer,

€ar | r fluid, drain cleaner,
paigiremover and fed phosphio-
Tus ;

strille. pads of matchbooks. An

investment of a few hundred
dolfirs in over-the-counter

: commonly found on the

medications and chemicals can

produce thousands of dollars’
worllt of methamphetamine.
out a

e

ar after Tamma’s -
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+ volleyball
’ she?{gggﬁmpshonﬁng,cmnk her

farnily says, Her feeth rotted. '
Heri'body was covéred with -

sorey from trying to
crank bugs, In ]'ﬂg!v, she died in

get at the

4 antand bronchial inhaler, Meth- his family’s rural New Rich-

1 amphetamine  is smoked, in- mond home. . ig
jected, ingested or inhaled, The Asgangly teenager with frost-
drag also is called “chalk” and " ed Blond hair and ﬁfa painted I
" orvatal ¥ : S i toenails, Lyons admits “havi }"4

cgrank ‘sells for about $15 a hit | beert a uset, too, Tanna, he said, jt
and can cause anger, panic, i “was using it really bad.” fat

enfgreement officials o 1 destine labs in the Midwest rose
“Hhése are; Beatls and Bty ;. fromi44in 1995 to mote than 5007
heaglabs, and more offen; than - i in 1997, Methamphetamine I
- notBeavis and Butt-head are in I cases submitted to the .Statel
thezer making it” sidd Tim: .| Crime Labaratory are expected P
Schultz, a state narcotics agent. ti to hit 125 this year, up from 77 in |/
Sé¥eral “Barron County. men | i 1997, t

. natibnal drug czar Barry McCaf-

‘of the next century if we don't

“It {crank} is like candy in aft

Tauna and Andre. fer
She tried it herself around alc

local borifire, _
The Next Crack Cocaine? 1t
Bob ‘'Weiner, spokesman for

frey; said the government has
taken many steps to halt an “ex- |
losion”. of methamphetamine,
is- year, Congress increased |
federal penalties for wafficking.
methamphetamine to  équalf
those for crack. The federal gov-:
ernment also provided $24.3 "
million for more special agents |
to work on the problem; :
“It could be the crack cocaine

take steps now to stop it,” Wein-
ersaid, Co- s
Doyle 'says seizures of clan-

N R

The hot spot for now is St

which were some of the last cit-|
ies in the country to crack!
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drug so far, partly bécause -es-{
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Sefzures of clandestivg meth fabs
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Crank, such a5 Wils “rock" saized themmn County
Bepartment, i a stimulant affecting the contenl nervous

: U'S{. Attorn

-

don’t deal in crank guard their
drag tertidories. In comtrast,
places such a5 St Croix County
= part Minnesota” bedroem
comenunity, part tural farm
CouniTy ~— are wide open,

"We have a huge amount of
methamphetamine here,” said
Eric Johnson, St Croix Lounty
district attorney. “I'd say we're
one step short of an epidemic”
Pe‘_ggy Lo
ger sai }: L
mine has been in Wisconsin for
years, but in the less prevalent
and railder version known as

can addict almost instantly and catse

B e gﬂm dmng:‘?ﬁ
;g'#mw S;W §F o Increase their
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wged B obefote
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Lautenschlager said - some
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be-  of-users — generally kids from -
maonsters, Do 2™ty 'i‘m;iﬁ' el d
2 .= that  revolved  arean
Eriet Attorney Jim Fterson sald. ok Brabeo, one of

In- some ‘canes, though,, ap-

pearanceamdacd;’i&g.

With hex Jong blond hajr and

freabdy scrubbed face, Brandy
19, Touks a8 . i ghe

should be wintying about «lass

rings or colluge applications, Tn- .

stead, ‘she was sobbing . la a
Hudsan courtmom last month

jaRl for crank

“She Tooks Bike the hogecom- -

ing queen and she could have
1 the homeconi

hier Neéw Richmond circles be-

cause she used bulbs {0 smoke

crank. k s " ehe '
“Crank . i8 everywhers,

said earlier thig month fn her

mather's Hudson: bome. "jt’s;q“

apeed, That wag the domadn of
maotorcycle gangs, and never
caught fire outsicle their circles,
Cratk — speed “eranked up” -
is diffdrent,

“This {érank) i far more

.bruedwiaased.” she, said. “Ivs

something everyday - gembers

| of the community are usifig.”

Lautenschlager said -authori-

i ties are woerried about: vinlance

associates] with the drug, which
ingreases the hormene dopa-

wmine, triggering aggression. A

I £

Baldwin, i¥'s in M
been in Eau Clatre almg titne.”*
Physical and Metal Agony *

Crank makes- fobots. Usera
don’t sleep o
for days; sometimes for weeks.
Schmits recard was 16 davs.
With no sleep. Schulte said he
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Aoy o stay avske: that,

fong” Schongt aid Yo Just do
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5 itamymaore.”
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o Your body just ifches,”
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-out 'of your pores. How would
you like Clorox bleach and rat
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Chronic users lose weight,
lone their teeth, lose their minds,

*T satv dragons, people stand-~.
ing on roofs wearing night-vi-
slon ,* Schindt said,

Both Schiit and Tanna were
-part of a New Richmond circle

19-yuar-nld Nick B;
Wisconsin'a most. prolific crank
g:él'm. All it takes, auihatigg
id, is a dynamic fgure
" Brabec for & problem bo take off
N a o, L :
Brabec now is seen mostly an
a videotape. He was sent to fed-
eral ‘pristm in Se ber and

] mumwr
Lﬁew'sidwa&;d rssidentAadr:k
yons' sister, Tanna, was & cra
userwho vas killed ran suto
ecigantin foly,

hy Gl
tape that i¥ used to educate law
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s of crank, In' the video, his
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48n to—SO—yegr—oEds usé i, and all

oy .
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forcement officials way
faunched in Wisconsin, Dok

methirmy
ocal, federal and state Jaw er M

said. Many ffgnders have been
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tom for law anforcemeant, educa-
fors, paramedics and so forth,

“The potential for an epidem-
i¢ s really there,” satd.
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From Minnesoka, Mexico

huﬁlihwégh the number of
memade labs is  growin;

acking the crank frail ﬁmaug%
forthwestern  Wisconsin: stih
deads back to deaters in Minne-
sota-and, beyond that, deep into

exico.

Tin MeCormick, the resident
agent in charge of the Minneap-
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/ olis-St. Paul office ofithé federal
Drug Enforcément Administrar

northwestern Wiseansin coun-

ties - has firsthay fcimégieciﬁé
of that trail. He said fiveiof the
six largest federal “ihvesti-

Faﬁons -~under his jurisdiction.
ed authorities to.cgiminal orgas
nizations ontside Meideo City.: |

. tamine or; aniizations Have !
identified by. the DEA as beinog
involved in the Midwest, OF 2

fice worked in 1957, 62 involved
methamphetamine that origina-
ted in Mexico, In 1998, the figure
jumped to 106 out of 256 cases. .

“Methamphetamine this year
. became the Nol 1 diug we're
seizing, and viglators we're ar-
resting,” McCorinick said.

In all of 1997, agents seized
584 pounds of methampheta-
mine; as of Sept. 1 this yeay, §9.3
. pounds had already baen seized
- oulpacing cocaine forthe Frst
Hime B

MecCormick said the Mexican
~cartels prefer methampheta-
mine becanse'they have easy ac-
-cess to the necessary: _indgkedmnts
and don't have to: deal with
South Ameridan carfels produc-
ing plant-derived drugs Such as
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Mexican immigrants who tend
not fo be users, he said, . |~ ¢
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FimrR—

g5 changed

arrest. |

e e b

e




L ALKLL 0L SENTINEL

Crank, such as this “rock” seized
epartment, s a stimulant affecting

addict almost instantly and cause anger, panic and

& central nervoss

form-of methamph

ES

ucing

mitted for analysis to

¢ the State Crirme Laboratory in Wausay

“is edpected to dramatically
increase:

Seizures of clandestine meth: labs
intreased in the Midwest from 44 in
11985 to more than 505 in 1997,
Repotts of eight iabs in Wisconsin
have ben raceived by Doyle's office in

ctank bugs.”
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