WISCONSIN LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL
AMENDMENT MEMO

Assembly

2003 Assembly Bill 48 Amendment 1

Memo published: April 18, 2003 Contact: William Ford, Senior Staff Attorney (266-0680)

Current law requires city, village, and town clerks to mail property tax bills to owners of
taxable property but the statute does not require the bills to be mailed by any particular date.

Assembly Bill 48 would require property tax bills to be mailed by the third Monday in
December,

Assembly Amendment 1 would require each taxing jurisdiction within a city, village, or town to
submit to all information related to the property tax levy to the clerk of the taxation district by December
1.

Legislative History
The Assembly Committee on Ways and Means adopted Assembly Amendment 1 by a vote of

Ayes, 13, Noes, 0, and recommended Assembly Bill 48, as amended, for passage by a vote of Avyes, 11,
Noes, 2, on April 16, 2003.
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WISCONSIN LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL

ACT MEMO
2003 Wisconsin Act 95 Date for Mailing Property Tax Bills
[2003 Assembly Bill 48]
2003 Acts: www, legis.state. wilus/2003/data/acts/ Act Memos: www.legis.state wius/Ic/act memo/act_memoditm

Act 95 would require property tax bills to be mailed by the third Monday in December. The Act
would also require each taxing jurisdiction within a city, village, or town to submit to all information
related to the property tax levy to the clerk of the taxation district by December 1.

Prior law required city, village, and town clerks to mail property tax bills to owners of taxable
property but the statute did not require the bills to be mailed by any particular date.

Effective Date: The Act takes effect on December 18, 2003 and first applies to property tax bills mailed
in 2004, :

 Prepared by: William Ford, Senior Staff Attorney January 26, 2004
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This memo provides 2 brief description of the Act. For more detailed information,
consulf the text of the law and related legislative documents.
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RACINE COUNTY COU
: pg

730 Wisconsin Avenue .
COUNTY EXECUTIVE : 5 TS ON SIS FHONE: 282-636-3273
JEAN M. JACOBSON BACINE WIS COWS!
53400
March 28, 2003
VIA FAX: 608-282-3663

Representative Michael Lehman
and Members of the Committze on Ways and Means

P.O. Box BO52
Madisen, W1 53708

Dear Representative Lehman and the Members of the Committes:

| am writing in support of the proposed Amendrment to AB 45 that states: "Each tméing
jurisdiction located in the taxation district shall submit all information related to the taxing
jurisdictions property tax levy to the taxation district no later than December 1.”

- AB 48 will require the mailing of property tax bills to the property owners no later than the 3™
Monday in December. Howsver, as you know, the taxation district that prints and mails those
bills is dependent upon the separate municipalities and taxing entities for the information that
those bills contain. 1t is futile and unfair to require us to print and mail the bills if we do not have
the data needed to do so. Since it takes a certain amount of time to process the information we
receive 50 that the tax bills are printed correctly, it is only right that the entities that provide the
information get it to us in a timely manner. This amendment will ensure that this is done.

The result of adding this amendmant to the Bill will be to produce a workable solution to a
persistent problem and ensure that our taxpayers raceive their bills in sufficient time o be
eligible for the income tax deduction that comes from paying the bil before Decernber 31,
| urge you to support this amendment and AB 48.

Sin by,
P

an M. Jacobson

TOTAL P.B1
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RACINE COUNTY Patrick .J. Harmar

REAL ESTATE DESCRIPTION Manager
RACINE COUNTY COURT HOUSE Warren W. Draves
730 WISCONSIN AVENUE | Assistant Manager
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March 27, 2003

Representative Bonnie Ladwig
113 West State Capitol
Madison, W1 53708

Fax 608-282-3663

Dear Representative Ladwig:

| an writing to you to support AB48 to amend 74.09(B) relating to mailing of
the property tax bills. Along with the added smendment, "Each taxing
jurisdiction located in the taxation district shall submit all information related
to the taxing jurisdictions property tax levy to the taxation district no later
than December 17. As the Real Property Lister for Racine County, | have a
vested interest in this piece of legislation.

Sincersly,

o
;y’:;m e
Patrick J. Harmann

Manager, Real Estate
Description Department
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March 28, 2003

Representative Bonnie Ladwig
13 West State Capitol
Madison, W1 53708

Fax 6U8-282.3663

Dear Representative Ladwig:

L am writing to you t support AR4R to amend 74.09(5) relating to mailing of the property
tax bills. Along with the added amendment, “Lach taxing jurisdietion located in the
taxation district shall submit all information related to the taxing Jurisdictions property
ax Jevy 1o the taxation district no later than December 1™ As the Racine County
Information Systems Director, my Department has to deal with the production problems
when the mformation comes in late 1o the County. The bill, with the amendment, should
ensure the taxpayers would receive their bills carly enough in December of cach year 5o
that they can pay the bill belore the end of the year if they desire,

Sincerely,

S L -
NI M
Rob N. Richardson

Director of Information System



State Représentative

Bonnie L. Ladwig
63rd Assembly District

June 24, 2003

The Honorable Ron Brown
State Senator
104 South, State Capitol

Madison, Wi 53707

Dear Senator Mfown: ﬂ&"/

Thank you for scheduling a hearing on Assembly Bill 48 and Assembly Bill 130, I appreciate your willingness
to do so in such timely fashion.

I would also like to request a hearing on Assembly Bill 50 relating to sheriff fees. This bill passed the
Assembly unanimously on May 6. Current law establishes sheriff’s fees for various costs incurred by the
sheriff in carrying out court-related services, but allows a county board to establish a higher sheriff’s fee for
service of process, execution of judgment and travel related to civil and criminal process. Assembly Bill 50
would also allow a county board to establish a higher sheriff’s fee for seizure of property evictions. According
to the Racine County Sheriff’s Department, the current $10 per hour is not covering the cost incurred by the
department to do the work. It is costing Racine County an exira $30,000 a vear.

Your consideration of this bill for a hearing would be greatly appreciated. Please feel free to contact me if you
have any questions or concermns.

Sincerely,

Bonnie Ladwig JUN 25 2003
State Representative
63" Assembly District

BLL:jlh
Cc: Representative Steve Foti, Assembly Majority Leader

Office Address: Post Office Box #8952 = Madison, Wisconsin 53708-8952
[608) 266-9171 » Toll-Free: 1 (B88) 534-0083 » Fax: (608) 264-8384 + Rep.Ladwig @legis.state wi us
Horme Addrass: 5437 Norolk Lane « Racine, Wisconsin 53406 » (262) 8844820



Testimony of Representative Bonnie Ladwig
Assembly Bill 48, Mailing of property taxes
Committee on Homeland Security, Veterans and Military Affairs and Government Reform
July 9, 2003

I would like to thank Chairman Brown, and members of the committee for the
opportunity to speak before you today regarding Assembly Bill 48.

Assembly Bill 48 was drafted based on an inquiry to my office in 2001. Leo
Schattner, of Sturtevant, Wisconsin was upset because he received his property tax
bill on January 19, 2001. It allowed him no time to budget for this large expense by
the January 31 deadline. In Leo’s case, he also had to allow time for his property
tax payment to be received since it was a vacation property that he owned in another
county. | have distributed two letters | have received from Leo, one in support of the
original legislation, 2001 Assembly Bill 225, and another in support of this years bill.

Assembly Bill 48 states that property tax bills should be mailed no later than the 3™
Monday in December. It is my hope that by setting a deadline by which property tax
bills must be mailed, we are ensuring that homeowners will have enough time to
budget and pay their bills on time. Assembly Bill 48 ensures that property owners are
given enough time to budget for the expense, without placing too great a time
constraint on the taxing authority. This legisiation has no penalty for mailing late, but
instead is a guideline for local governments. It is my hope that local governments will
work hard to beat the third Monday in December deadline.

Since introducing Assembly Bill 48 this session, | was contacted by Racine County
who provided a suggestion for an amendment. The amendment is included with my
written testimony. Racine County officials were concerned that they sometimes do
not receive municipality levies early enough, which causes a delay in receiving the
bills. This amendment sets a December 1% deadline for municipalities to get their
information to the county.

During the past session Assembly Bill 225 passed 12-1 through the Ways and Means
Committee and was approved on the Assembly floor. Assembly Bill 225 failed to
receive any action by the Senate. This year Assembly bill 48 passed 11-2 through
the Ways and Means Committee and was approved on the Assembly floor. It is my
hope that swift action in this committee will ensure that Assembly Bill 48 will arrive on
Governor Doyle's desk before the end of this session.

Again, thank you for the opporiunity to speak to you today. At this time | would be
happy to answer any gquestions you may have regarding the legislation.

Offles Address: Post Office Box 8357 « Madison, Wisconsin 53708-8352
(808} 266-8171 » Toll-Frae: 1 (BRE) 5340060 « Pax: (808] &5
Hone Address: 8437 Norlolk Lang = Hacing, Wiscongin 83408 « (252) BB4-4820
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July 11, 2003

Senator Ron Brown
104 South State Capitol
Madison, Wl 53707
HAND-DELIVERED

Dear Senator Brown:

Thank you for the opportunity to testify before you on Assembly Bill 48 and
Assembly Bill 130. | appreciate your consideration.

Assembly Bill 48 provides our constituents with a fair, reasonable day that they
should expect to have their property taxes mailed to them. Our constituents are
expected to have their taxes paid on time, and it is only fair that municipalities
make every effort to have the bill to them in a timely fashion.

Assembly Bill 130 ensures that during these tight fiscal times when we are asking
local governments to make cuts and combine services, that communities have an
avenue to be able to consolidate.

Again, thank you for holding a hearing. Should you have any questions
regarding either of these bills, please feel free to contact me.

Sincerely,

Bennie L. Ladwig
State Representative
63 Assembly District

Ciffice Agdress: Post GHics Box 8952 « Madison, Wisconsin BE748-8
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Legislative Proposals 2003 ' | Page 1 of 1
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