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~ Assembly Committee on Agriculture
DATEktﬂjiqbqg' . o e

Moved by_ Ward : | Seconded by  ~CVf¢

ap. 28 : SB. -  Clearinghouse Rule.

AJR. ‘; : SIR__ Appointment

AL i SR . Other__

AlS Amdt__ ; ~

A/S Amdt ~ . to A/S Amdt

AlS Sub Amdt o Goin : o

AlS Amdt___ : to A/S Sub Amdt_ ‘

A/S Amdt____ toA/SAmdt  to A/S Sub Amdt

Be recommended for: [j Indefinite Postponement -
)KI PasSage : - , L ‘:[] Tabling
B Intraduction . 1: £] Concurrence

[3 Adoptlon, ‘ ‘;[]chnconcurrence

- Rejection

 [3 Conflrmatlon

_ Committee Member

Not Voting

oy

ott, Alvin’(Chair)

Ward Dav1d (Vice- Chalr)

3. Alnsworth John

Robert

I x| x| x| x

Zukdwski,

.| Otte, Clifford
Skindrud, R ~hard

 Hahn, Eugene

8. Olsen Lutherk5~

9, Gronemus, Barbara

x[lO; Baldus, Al

11. Reynolds, Martin

12. Spfinger, Thomas

13. | Wilder, Michael

Dueholm, Robert

,—ffTotals . }jq |
MOTION CARRIED ' ' ‘ MOTION FAILED []
s:\comclerk\rollcall.1




; WISCONS!N' FEDERAT!ON OF COOPERATIVES ¢ 30 West Mifflin Street, Suite 401 » Madison, Wl 53703 * Phone (508) 258-4400

FEBRUARY 8, 1995

TO: MEMBERS, ASSEMBLY COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE
FROM: JOHN MANSKE, DIRECTOR OF GOVERNMENT RELATIONS
RE: SUPPORT FOR ASSEMBLY BILL 39

The Wisconsin Federation of Cooperatives is a trade association that represents 735 cooperatives
of all types. Among those members are about ninety local farm supply cooperatives and the
regional farm supply cooperatives CENEX/Land O’Lakes, Growmark, and Farmland Industries.
The membership of WFC adopted a resolution at our 1994 Annual Meeting that supports
the legislative effort now known as Assembly Bill 39. This followed action by our Farm

~ Supply Committee, which geuerated the proposed resolutmn I therefore strongly urge
you to support Assembly Bill 39 :

Our members believe that the sellers of fertilizer and commercial feed should have the
right to choose to disclose to the purchaser of those inputs the fact that state fees are
collected from the industry for the distribution of these products. Currently $1.00 a ton is
collected per ton of fertilizer sold to help fund such programs as groundwater management and
agricultural chemical mixing & loading site cleanup, as well as others. Also, annual inspection
fees of 25 cents per ton are collected on the distribution of commercial feeds in Wisconsin. 1
have not heard a solid argument for continuing to deny this type of information to the ultimate
consumer of these products.

We believe that this bill authored by Representative Ward is consistent with the logical
goal of increasing the free flow of information in the marketplace.

Thank you for your consideration of this good legislation.



David Ward
Wisconsin State Assembly
Chair: Assémbly Committee on Mandates

ASSEMBLY AGRICULTURE COMMITTEE
February 9, 1995

Testxmony of State Representative David Ward on Assembly Bill 39, pertaining to dxscloaure of
fertilizer and commercxal feed fees ﬂn invoices.

Thank you Chairman Ott and ,feﬁew'members of the committce for this opportunity to testify on
Assembly Bill 39 pertaining to fertilizer and commercial feed fees on invoices.

- Under current law, manufacturers or distributors of commercial feed and fertilizers are

| ‘requirecl to pay‘an‘;‘mal' inspéct’ion fees, of 25 cenﬁé per‘tor; for :feédfafnd $1.00 pi:r;tcsn for fertilizérs
to tﬁc Dé‘partmént of Agriculturé for rﬁguiaiion and :reséarch Current law then prohibits these

distributors from itemiziﬁg these fees on consumer invoiceks.y ' |
AB 39 repeals the statutory hngmgs thaf pmh bits feed and fertilizer dealers from

d‘sci(}smg the cost yaased down to the consumer and g;ms purcnasers of feed anr‘ fer tzhzer the

"ness sxx)er ‘ ures are gmng .m fatdt{’: mnosed fv@b and’ ‘

regulations.

As Bruce Bargana, a farm shpp}y sales ma'lager l,nk j@ffcf‘&ﬂr% qa;d “ﬁm bill prcmdes the

: consumer, zn this {:»ase iarmars, with a,n addmonalfsource of mai’ketplac:: iﬁfarmatian& i he LOStb

of their inputs are rising due to government f:ees, thev havc the right to know the amount and
purpose of these fees. What QE’"D(}SQ would be se*‘vad by*wﬁhneidmg thxs mfermatmn

Farmers continue to fuﬁﬁ program% thai are Iof the public: s health and safety and help o
provide a safe and affordable food source. It zs ‘Qni’y fair that th‘ey are made aware of what those
programs are and how much they are pawng for them |

I ask you 1o join me in supportmg tr; s 1egzsldtzon and to keep vbov&rnmﬁm open to the

citizens of Wisconsin. Thank you {ar your time a*ld mr*szdaeranon

Oﬁice P.O. Box 8953, State Capitol ‘ ' Legislative Hotline: 1 (800) 362-9472 Home: N3401 Hwy. G
Madison, WI 53708-8953 el L Fort Atkinson, WI 53538
(608) 266-3790 € Printed on recycled paper ) ’ : (414) 563-2769
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- P.0,BOX359 222 E. PUERNER gT. JEFFERSON, WISCONSIN 53549 (414) 674-7800

February 7, 1995

The Honorable David Ward
304 N, State Capital
Madison, WI 53702

Re:>,ﬁﬁsemblY¢Biilw39;
 Dear Representative Ward:
‘I aﬁ,gruangérgéhz;”fafm supﬁlies marketing manager fo:kJefferSOn

County Farmco‘cpoperatiVe,'which 18 an agricultural Supply and
graig-marketing cooperative employing 67 people at six locations

.territory._,

I was very pleased to learn of your introduction of Assembly Bill
39 during January of 1995, During your campaign for reelection, -
You made a commitment to work toward an open and honest state

g ,I@feelythatnintrqducing~this~bill;qpincidesgwithfnj
th .

| + .if a manufacturer or distributor sells
.fertilizer,or,ccmmercial,feed to a producer, they are required to
pay a;fegﬂto,the Wisconsin Department of Agricultnre, Trade and
Consumer Pretactian*{WQATCP)."Cnrrent_law:then goes on to
, ~prahibit_indicating?the,Charge for these fees on the invoice or
sales receipe, " 7 ; - , o

YéurfpropQSal‘would‘cgrtainly provide the consumer, in this case

the farmer, an additional source of marketplace information. TIf
the costs of their inputs are rising due to governmental fees,
~they have a right to know the amount and purpose of these fees.

- What purpose would be served by withholding this information?

As a farm supplies dealer, we favor the disclosure of these fees
that we are required to pay and are more than willing to take the
.time to explain to our patrons the programs that these fees
support. S '

Sincerely yours,

" Bruce Bardanz ¢ .
Sales.Manager

A FARMER-OWNED SERVICE
TOTAL P.BZ
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