J-AWS OF WISCONSIN. 117

AN ACT to incorporate the town of Potosi.

Be 1t ExacTED by the Council and House of Representatives
"~ oof the ‘Territory of Wisconsin:

Sectron 1. That all that district of country in the west hall Limits of cor.,
of section number three (3) the east half of section number four, poration.
(4) the norlheast quarter and the east half of the northwest quar—
ter of section pumber nine, (9) all in lovynghlp number two (2)
porth, range number three (3) west, also, the southeast quarter o'f
section number thirty-three, (33) and the whole of section aum-
ber thirty-four, (34) in township number three north of range
number three, ) west of the fourth principal meridian, in the
county of Grant, in the said Territory, shall he hereafter known
and distinguished by the name of the town of Potosi, and
the {inhabitants now residing, or who may hereafier reside
within the said limits, are hereby constituted a body corporate
by the name *the trustees of the town of Potosi,’ ;and by
that name, they and their successors forever hereafter shall and
may have perpetual succession, and shall be persons in law, capa-
ble of suing and being sued, pleading and being impleaded, an-

"swering aad being answered unto, defending and being defended,
in all courts and places and in all suits whatsoever.

Sec.2. Itshall be lawful for the inhabitants of the sajd town, Election whep
who are quallﬁed by law to vote, to meetat the Wisconsin House held.
‘in said town, on the tlnrd Monday of March next, at ten of the
clock in the forenoon of that day, and choose wvivavoce three
judges of election and one clerk, and then and there to elect by -
ballot, one presndenl who shall be ex-officio a trustee, four lrus~
tees, one assessor, two conslablelg one treasurer and one clerk.

S8ec. 3, On the third Monday of March, in each year there-
after, there shall be an annual election of the officers of the said
town above specified, and the trustees shall give due notice of
the time and place of holding the same; apd they, or any two of
them, shall preside at the same.

Sec. 4. No person shall be eligible to any of said offices, up;

Jess hg i is a voter and freeholder i in said town,
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Folls "l'he'! Sgc. 5. Atall elections by the voters of the town, held. under

g}:;za(_ and this act, the polis shajl be opened at ten of the clock in the fere-
noon, and continue open until four of the clock in the afternoon,
and the election shall be conducted in the same manner, as far as
may be, as the election for delegate to Congress. A plurality of
votes shall in all cases decide the election, and in case of a tie
vote, a new election shall be called by the trustees as svon as may
be.

Bec. 6. Incase such officers, or any of them, shall not be
chosen on the day appointed for the same, and in case any act ot
proceeding required by this act to be done or had, on uny partic-
ular day, or within any particular time, shall not be done or had
on such day, or within such time, the same may be dope or had
as soon thereafter as may be, and the corporation shal| not there-

Vacancies by be dissolved, but vacancies in the office of president and trus-

bow flled.  6eq shall be filled at a special election by the voters of the town
and vacancies in all other offices by appointment by the trustees.

Sec. 7. All of said officers shall hold their offices until the
third Monday of March next, after their election, and until oth.
ers are elected and qualified in their stead.

Officersq Sgc. 8. Lvery officer elected under this act, before he enters

qualify: upon the dutics of his office, and within ten days after his clee-
tion, shall take an oath fajthfully to discharge the duties of his of-
fice, which shall be filed in the office of the clerk of the corpora-
tion, and he sufficient eyidence of his huving accepted said of-
fice. ‘

g;"::t::lm":f:tml Sec. 9, The treasurer and constables, before they enter upon

give hond. ~ the duties of their offices, shall severally give bonds to the corpo-
ration, by its corporate name, in such sum and with such sureties
asthe trystees, or a majority of them shall direct, conditioned for
the faithful discharge of their offices respectively.

dDe'::{ Rlpresi: Spe 10. It shall be the duty of the president to preside.at
all meetings of the trustees, to see that allby-laws and ordinances
are duly observed, and to prosecute all suits which may be neces-
sary, in the name of the corporation.

Duty of clerk,  Szc. 11, It shall be the duty of the clerk to keep a record.
of the doings of the board of trustees, especially of the passing
of by-laws, ordinances and regulations, and alsa 2 faithful record,
of all the doings and votes of the inhabitants of said town, at,
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their anniial and other legal mectings, and to keep on file all pa-
pers which may be required by Jaw. or ordered by the trustees.—
The records and files kept by the clerk, shall be evidence in ail
legal proceedings, and copies of all papers duly filed in his office
and transcripts from the records of proceedings of the board of
trustees, certified by him under the corporate seal, ahall be evi-
ence in all courts of the contents of the same.

Sec. 12.  The treasurer of said town shall receive all moneys l?“'y of tread”
which may be collected for the use of the cofporation by virtue
of this act, or by virtue of any by-laws or ordinances of the corpc-
fation, or which may arise from any other source and belong t3
the corporation, and give to the person keeping the same, his re.
ceipt therefor. All moneys shall be drawn from the treasury by
warrants signed by the president, by order of the trustees, and
'boimtersigned' By the clerk, who shall keep an absiract thereof,
which warrant shall set forth for what purpose the amount speci-
fied therein is to be paid, and tlie said treasurer shall pay out the
funds of the corporation in io other way whatever. He shall
keep just and accurate accounts of all moneys and other things
‘coming into his hands as treasurer,in a book provided by the
‘corporation for that purpose, and which shall remain the property
‘of said corporation, wherein he shall note the time when, the
‘person from whom the amount of the several sums received aud
the source from whence the said sums respectively arose, and ina
‘tnanner equally accurate and specific. Tu the same book he shall
duly enter an account of all snms paid out, which book shall at all
Teasonable times be opened to the inspection of the voters of said
town. He shall render to the board of trustees'a minute account
‘of all his receipts and payments as oftcn as they shall require.

Skc. 13. The constables elected under this act shall have the
‘same power, rights, duties, liabilities, and emoluments, as the con-
stablés elected in the different precincts of said couriy of Grant,
and hereafter no constzble shall be elected at the Potosi pretinct
Tor said county, except as is provided in this act.

Skc. 14. The trustces shall have the following powers, ta Powersoftrus-
Wit tees,

1. To have a common scal and to alter the same at pleasure.

1I. To purchase, hold or convey any reul or personal estats for
The ase of the corporation,
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I1I.  To make, opeii, keep in repair, gtade, improve of dis:
continue streets, avenues, lanes, alleys, sewers and side walks, td
keep them free from incumbrances and to profcct them from in-
jury.

IV. To organize fire cortipaniés and hook and ladder compa-
nies, to regulate theit governrient, anid the tihes and inanner of
their exercise, to provide all necessary apparatus for the extin:
guishment of fire; to require the owners of biildings to provide
and keep suitable ladders and fire buckets which are hereby de:
clared to be appurtenances to the real estate; and exeinpt from
seizure, distress or sale in any thanner, and if the owner refuses
to precure guitable ladders or fire buckets after reasonable notice,
the trustees may procure and deliver the same to him, and in de-
fault of payment therefor, may briog an action of deht against
said owner; and be entitled to recover in such action the value
of such ladders ot fire buckets, or both; witli costs of suit: ta
regulate the storage of gun powder and other dangerous materi-
tls: to direct the safe construction for the deposite of ashes, and
severally to enter intb; or appoint one or more officers to entef
into, at reasonable times; and examine all dwelling houses, lots,
yards, enclosures and buildings of evety description in orderto
discover whether ang of them are in a dangerous condition, and to
cause such as may be dangercus to be put into a safe condition:
to compel the owners of houses and buildings to have scuitles on
the roofs of said houges and buildings: to regulate the manacr of
putting up stoves atid stove pipes: to prevent the use of fireworks
and fire arms within the limits of said town: to compel the inhab-
itants of said town to aid in the extinguishment of fires, and to,
pull, break and raze such buildings in the vicinity of fires as shall
be directed by the trustees or any thrée of themr who may be
present at a fire, for the purpose of preventing its communication
to.other bnildings, and any buildings so destroyed shall be paid
for by the corporation: to constructand preserve reservoirs,pumps,
wells and other water works, and to regulate the use thereof, and
generally to establish such other measures of prudence for the
prevention or extinguishment of fires as they shall deem proper:

V. To provide hospitals or their fothet] asyluins for the sick: to
appointa board of health when in their opinion it shall be necessa-
ry, who shalt posscss all necessary power to prevent the taking of
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*preading of 857 infections, innoxions, contagions or pestilential
disease or epidcmic within said 1own: to remove any person who
shall be affected with' any such disease or epidemic to any such
hospital or asylum. ’

VI. To prevent,abate, or remove nuisances.
© VIL. To restrain the rumning a1 large of eattle, and all ather It.
#initmals: to establish poundsand appoint pound masters: nnd fenee
viewers, and prescribe their powers and duties. -

VHI To protect trecs and monuments in said town.

IX. To purchase, hold and own grave yards or cemeteries
ard regulate the burial of the dead. .o v

X. To establish and regulate markets, and restrain aales g
the streets: to estabiish and regulate a public scals, and appoint
a weigher to attend 10 the samne: to-regulate the place and man-
ner of selling hay and other gross commodities,

XI. To suppress disorderly, lewd or gaming houses and devi-
ces for the purpuse of gambling. :

XIL 'To call regular and special meétings of the volers of
aid town, : . 1
- XHI. To prescribe the compensation .of all officers of the
corporation excepk their own, and they shall receive na compensa-
tion or emolument for their services as trustees.

XIV. To license and regulate groceries, victualling houses, Ib.
taverns, shows, public cxhibitions and theatrical and other enter-
tainments, and also the sale of spirituous or strong lignors within
gaid town,and to fix such rates of licenses and -enact sach by:
laws on the subject with penalties forthe breach thereof; as they
may deem proper, and to collect suck penalties in the mamer
herelnafter-provided: Provided, 'Fhat the’ board of ecunty com:
missioners of Grant county may have authority, if'in their.opinion
the interest of the county require it, to exacta tax to the covaty
from any person who mey be licensed by said tiustees to keepa
tavern or grocery, and so much'of any law of the Territary asre.
quires such person to pay a licepse to the county and conflicts
with the provisions of this section, is hereby repealed.

XV. To tax every male resident of said town above the age Ib.
of twenty-one years, and under the zzas of fifty vears, 1wo days
{abor annually, or 1n lieu theteof, three dollarg, to be appropriated
in immoving the sireets and roads in said town, under the dirce-

16
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tion of such parson or persons as they may appoint, and if any
such person shall neglect, after being notified, or shall refuse 16
perform such labor, or pay said money, the trustees may recover
said money in the same manner as is provided in this act, for the
recovery of fines and forfeitures,

XVI. To organize school distriets in said town, to receive the
maoney coming from the county for the benefit of scholars in said
town, and generally to have full control over all public schools in
said town, and to take such measures for the benefit of public in-
struction as they may deem proper. :

XVII. To make, ordain and establish such by-laws ordinan-
ces and regulations not répugnant to the laws of the Territory
and to the laws and constitution of the Uuited States for the put-
pose of carfying into effect the provisions of this aét as they may
deem proper, but no sich ordinance or by-law shall take effect
until the same shall have been published three weeks successive-
ly, and to repeal or amend the same at pleasure. The said trus.
\ees as often as they shall make or publish any by-laws, regula.
tions or ordinances may ordain and provide such reasonable fines,
forfeitures and penalties upon the offeriders agairst any such by-
laws, regulations or ordinances as they shall deem proper not ex-.
ceeding twenty dollars for any one offente, to be prosecuted and
recovered before any justice of the peace or court having cogni-
zacce of the same, in the name and to and for the use of the corpo-
ration, and in any such action it shall be lawful to declare generally
in debt for such penalty or forfeiture and to give any special mat-
tet jn evidence, and the defendant may plead the general issue and
give any specisl matter in évidence, and after final judgment in
such action execution may beissued thereon as provided by law in
other cases. All expenses incurred in prosecuting for the recov-
ery of any penalty or forfeiture shall be defrayed by the corpora-
tion; and all penalties and forfeitures when collected shall be
paid to the treasurer for the use of the corporation, also to remit
such fine or penalty or any part theteof.

Sec.15. The affidavitof the printer of the publication of any
by-law or ordinance, or the affidavit of the clerk of the corporation
of the putting up of notices, by-laws or ordinances as required by
this act shall be sufficient proof in all courts and elsewhere that
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such by-laws, notices and ordinances were properly published or
posted up.

Skc. 16. Wheoever in this act the publication of any by-law :“b“":z:'&
ot ordinance is required the same shall be pablished in a newspa. ’
per printed in said towa if there be one, for three weeks succes-
sively; ifihere be no newspaper then the same or copies thereof
shall be posted up by the clerk in four public places in said town
three weeks, which shall be a sufficicent publication.

Skc. 17. Anythree of said trustees sball be a board for the
transaction of all business, but no by-law or ordinance shall pass
ubless three of said trustees concur therein.

Skc. 18, No person shall be an incompetent judge, justice,
witness or juror by reason of hisbeing an inhabitant of, or owner
of taxable property in said town in any action or proceeding in
which said corporation is a party or interested.

,Src. 19. It shall be the duty of the trustees before the annuat
election to publish a full and correct statement in detail of the re-
ceipts and expenditures by said trustees for said town during the
preceding year.

Sxc.20. All property, real and personal, and alt mineral lots Property " sub~
except property belonging to the county of Grant, to any schoo}J®ct W ®X-
district or to any religious society, and property which is by law
exempt from sale on execution within the limits of the town shall
be subject to taxation, Persoval property shall be construed ta
include all goods, chattels, monays and effects, and all stock paid
iato any corporation.

Sec. 21. The trustees shall have power to levy and collect, Power of trus-
annually,a tax on all property subject to taxation in said town not '*°*-
exceeding the rate of one dollar on every one hundred dollars of,
the assessment valuation thereof. .

Skc. 22. Itshallbe the duty of the assessors during the months Duty of asees-
of March and April, 1846, and annually thereafter during the *°™™
months of January and February to make en assessment roll in
which they shall s¢t down the names of all the taxable inbabitants
of said town, and the names so far as they can be ascertained of
non-residents who shall awn real estate therein, and the descrip-
tion, quantity snd value of all the property subject to taxation in
said town, and when said roll shall have been completed, it shal}
be certified to by the assessors as a true assessment rol} of all the
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properly subject to taxation in the said town, aid lmmedmloly

deposited with the clerk of said town.
futyofclerk,  Sre. 23. Itshall be the duty of the cleric arnyally llp();l re-
c ceiving the assessment roll asaforesnid, to lay the same before the
trustees for their correction and cousideration rejative to the rate
per centum of tax to be jevied {ur the current year, and when the
gaid trystees shall have deteriningd the rate percentum to be 1ax;
ed on the assessed value of property as contained in the asscss,
pant 1oll as.aforesaid, it shall be the duty of the clerk in the
@onth of May, 1840, and thereaiter anuually in the month of
March to make vut, in accordauce with this d2terminaiion a sgheds-
vle of all the property, as contained in said asses-ment roll togeth-
erwith the name of the owners thereof when known, annexing to
each Jot or other kind of property the amount of tax. which shall
be chargeable on the same, agreeably 1o the asscssment as re-
turned, and the rate per ccutem of taxation as fixed by the trus-
tees, which schedule shull be called ihe tax list, and shall be re-
corded in a book to be by him kept for that purpose.  Said tax list
or the record thercof| shall either of them be conclusive evideuce
.of the amount of corporation taxes assessed for the current year,
- in which the same shall l“e made out and dated. '
© Bec. 24. It shall be tho duty of the clerk to complete
fb. the tax list as aforesaid, and deliver the same to the treasurer in
tho month of May, in the year 1846, and therealter annually in the
month of March and make a rocord of such delivery in the book
where said list shall be recorded,which record shall be conclusive
‘ evidencc of such delivery, and the fax assessed on real estate
" shall be a lien on the same from the first day of June, A. D. 1846,
and theresfter annually from the first day of April, uniil the tax
shall be paid, together with al} penalties and costs which way ac-

»s w1 - crue thereon agreeably to the provisions of this act.

Dutr of freas- ‘Sec.25. Upon the receipt of the tax list as afuresaid, and du-
prer. ring the month of June, A. D, 1846, and thereafter annually du-
ring the month of Aptil, it shall be the duty of the treasurer to
give public notice in a newspaper printed in said town, or by post-
ing up notices in three public placesin said town, that such list
has been committed to him for the purpose of collecting the fax
thercon, and that hio will receive eayment for taxes ot his cfffc
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until the last day of Augustthea ensuing, subject to a deduction
of five per ceptum ifpaid before the said Jast day of August. |

Src. 26. If the taxes are not paid to the treasurer on or be- Treasurer 1g
fore the said Jast day of August, 1846,and thereafter annually u- collect taxes,
ring the month of August, he may proceed to collect the same by
distressand szﬂe[nf] the goods and chattels of the persons charged,
giving six days notice of the time and place of such sale by writ-
ten notices set yp in three public places in said town.
 See,27. In case the tax onany lotor other piece of land shall
remain unpaid on the said last day of August, and there are no goods
and chattles of the person charged therewith to be found in the
town, it shall be the duty of tlu. treasurer to make out a ge neral
advertisement staling that all lots and other pieces of ldnd upon Treasurer to
which the taxes have not been paid will be sold by him at a cer- _ad vertise.
tain time and place to be therein mentioned for the purpose of pay-
ing the taxes which may be assessed thercon, together with all
costs and other liabilities which shall accrue by advertisement
and sale, agreeably to the provisions of this'act. Said advertise-
ment shall be published four successive weeks, commencing in
the month of September in a newspaper printed in said town if/
there be one, aud if not, then by posting up in three public places
in said town: Provided, that in case pl assessment of taxes in Provige.
grsoss upon any {ract or lot of land, the treasurer upon the appli-
cation of any claimant or owner of a part thereof, either divided
or undivided, shall receive a part of Lie taxes, interest and char-
ges due thereon, proportionate to the.quantity of such lot or tract
soowned orclaimed, and the balance of such taxes, injerest and
charges shall be alien only on the remuinder of such log or tract
of land.

Sec. 28.  The time fixed by the said treasurer for the sale ofTreMum to
lots or other pieces of land for'taxes, shall be at the same time sell lynds.
which he may designate within the wonth of l\oyember next en-
suing the publication of i he adverisement thereof and on the day
mentioned in the said uolice the treasurer shall commence the
gale of the said lots and lands, and cuntinue the sume from day to
day until so much thereof shall be sold as will pay the taxes, in-
terest and charges dye,issessed and charged thereon,agrecably to
this act,and the trensurcr shall give to the purchascror purciasers of
any suchlits or lands a certificate desceribing the lots or lands pur-
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chased, slating the sum paid therefor, including fees, and the time.
when the purchaser wijll be entjtled to-a deed for the said lots of
lands, and if the persop claimjng the title to, said lots or lands des:.
cribed in said certificate shall not within three years from the
date thereof, pay 19 the treasurer. for the nse of the purchaser, his.
beirsor assigns,'the sum mentioned in said certificate, togetber
with the interest theteon, at the rate of thirty per centum per an-
pum from the (the) date of sych certificate, the tressurer shall at.
the expiration of said three years execule to the purchaser, hig
heirs or assigns, a conveyance of the lots or lands se sold, which
gouveyance shall vest in the person or. persops. 1o whow it shall be
given an absolute estate in fce simple, and the said conveyance
shall be conciusive evidence that the sale was regular according
to the provisions of this act, and every such conveyapce to be ex-
gcuted by the treasurer under his hand and in the name and on
the behalf of the town of Potosi, and the execution thereof witnes -
sed and acknowledged as by law as in otber cases provided may,
be given in evidence, and recorded, in the same wanper and with
\ljke effeciasa deed regularly acknowledged by the grantor may,
be given inevidenge and regorded.

Sxc. 29. Ig the month of July of each year, the treasurer shall
publish in manner mentioned in last section an advertisement sta-
ting each lot and tract of land which will be forfeited in the ensu-
ing November, (stating the day thezeof} if the taxes and charges
upon the same ure pot paid before that day, together with the
amount ofsuch tax and charges.

Skc. 30. That all lots or lands, the taxes on which shall pot be
paid before the last day of Augustag aforesaid, and, which shall be
advertised foy sale for pon-payment of taxes, shall be subject to a
gharge of three cents for each lot or piece of land so advertised for.
the first advertisement, and, for geach lot or piece of land which,
ghall be sold as aforesaid, it shall be lawful for the treasurer 10 de-
mand and receive the following fees: For each certificate to be
given to a purchaser at such sule of any lot or piece [of land,]i
twelve and a halfcents; for certifying the sum pecessary to re-
deem any lot or piece of land held fug taxes, twelve and a half
cents, and one do'lar for each conveyance executed by him in
pursuance of this act; the said fees to be paid by tho person ge-
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‘ceiving such instrament of writing. The charge for the second
‘advertisement shall be ten cents for each lot of piece of land,

8xc. 31. That if any person who shall purchase any lot or
‘piece of land in pursuance of this act, shall pay any tax returned
subsequent to such purchase, on stich lot or piece of land, the per-
son who shall redeem such loi or piece of fand, shall pay thé
amount of such tax with interest at the rate of twenty-five per cen-
tam per annum for thie benefit of such purchaser.

Sxc. 32. The board of trustees shall cause to be summoned
six freeholders, inhabitants of said town .not directly interested,
who being first duly sworn for that purpose shall enquire into and
teke into cotsideration the bepefit and advantages that may accrue
and estimate andasuess the damages that would be sustained by
the reasoh of the opening, extension or widening of any street,sh.”uho'
svenue, lane or aliéy, and sKall moreover €stimate the amount openéd, &c
Which other persons shall be affected thereby, all of which shall
be returned to the trustees under their hands and seals; where-
‘upon the trustees shall levy and assess a special tax on the per-
fons so Henefited, 4nd the residue of such dawmages, if any, shall
be paid out of the town treaduty, and no street, avenue, lane or al-
‘ley shall be opened, extended or widened until the damages thas
assessed shall be paid to the persot entitled thereta,

Sec. 33. This act shall be considered a public act, and may
“be amended, altered or repealed by any fature legistature, and
shall take effect from and afler its passage, and ati act entitled
"¢ an [acH] to incorporate the town of Potosi, in the cou nty of Grant,
and for other ‘purpeses,” approved February 19th, 1841, be, dad
the same is hereby repealed.

Avproved February 2nd, 1846,



